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SEPTEMBER 2024 NEWSLETTER

Website:  www.mountstmichaels.com
Twitter:  @MountStMichael’s

Facebook:  Mount St. Michael’s PS
WELCOME 
Welcome back to a new school year. The children have settled back brilliantly; thanks for your support in getting us off to a great start.
We wish all our children, parents and families every blessing for the new school year.  We look forward to lots of love, laughter and learning in the months ahead.
Attached please find a list of important dates and events for the year which we hope you will find useful.

THE SCHOOL DAY

· School begins at 9.00 am. and children should arrive punctually.  Arrival on time is important to reduce disruption to lessons and allow children to settle quickly to their learning.   Supervision is provided from 8.45 a.m. only and children, therefore, should not arrive in school before 8.45 a.m. Children arriving in school after 9.05am must enter via the school office so that lateness can be recorded.
· School ends at 2.00 p.m. for children in Years 1 and 2 and at 3.00 p.m. for children in Years 3 – 7.

· Early Days: – 
· Children in Year 3 finish at 2p.m. each Wednesday.
· Children in all year groups finish at 2p.m. on Friday.
Parents are asked not to enter the school building in the morning as we encourage children to be independent.

REPORTING ABSENCE
To report absence please send a text message / WhatsApp message to the following number 07724120827, giving your child’s name, class and reason for absence.  These are not replied to but be assured our office staff, Ms Ward and Mrs Heffron, will read and record the details. 
CASHLESS PAYMENTS
Please note that we continue to use the parent pay cashless payment system for most transactions in school. The system allows parents to book their child in advance for school dinners and milk. It is also used for other payments including school trips, swimming and after school activities.
MOUNT ST. MICHAEL’S CHILD CARE
Childcare is available every day after school until 6.00pm.

Breakfast Club is available from 7.45am at a cost of £4 per child.  Supervision only is available from 8.15am and costs £2 per child. 

Please contact Orla or Sharon on 07561098345 after 1.30 p.m. if interested in any of the above.

OPENING MASS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR

We will celebrate our Opening Mass in the Church on Thursday, 26th September at 10 am.  All children from Year 2 to Year 7 will attend and we hope that many parents, families and friends will join us.  P1 parents/grandparents are welcome to collect children and bring them along to Mass that morning.

SACRAMENTAL DATES

First Confession (P3)

Tuesday 8 April at 6pm

First Communion (P4)

Saturday, 17 May at 11.00am

Confirmation


Thursday 8 May at 11am.

MARY POPPINS TRIP

As you know children in P5 to P7 are going to the Bord Gais Energy Theatre in Dublin on Wednesday 9th of January to see Mary Poppins.  Full payment must be made via Parentpay the end of October. Details about the trip will be issued closer to the time.
NEWSLETTERS

A Newsletter is issued each month.  As individual reminders for dates and events cannot always be sent, please ensure that you take note of these or retain the Newsletter for your reference.  A weekly check in your child’s school bag is important as children often “forget” to deliver notes.
The Newsletter is also available on our website, www.mountstmichaels.com.  We have a new and updated website and during the month of September we are launching our school app.
SCHOOL UNIFORMS

The children look super in their new school uniforms.  Thank you, parents, for supporting our uniform guidelines.  Please note that only plain navy trousers should be worn. 
It is absolutely vital that uniform items are named as, even at this early stage of the year, a number of sweatshirts and coats have already been lost.  Please check your child’s sweatshirt to ensure that it is theirs and not another child’s.
Children may wear plain trainers to school instead of shoes as we will be continuing our Daily Mile this year.  School sweatshirts, polo shirts and trousers can be ordered from Gotto Sports - 028 90381722 or www.gottosports.com
ATTENDANCE

Good attendance is vital for your child’s progression and development in school. If you are experiencing difficulties getting your child to school, please contact Mrs Carville, Mrs. Cooley or Mr. Lavery to discuss the issues and work towards their resolution.

If a child’s attendance falls to 85% you will be contacted by Mrs. Cooley.  Cases where attendance is below 85% may be referred to the school’s Education Welfare Officer.

PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS
We are holding information sessions for parents this year.  This will be an opportunity for you to get information that will help you to support your child across the school year and we would strongly encourage you to attend.  The dates are as follows: -
Monday 23 September
P1 at either 1pm or 6pm

Tuesday 24 September
P3 at either 2pm or 6pm

Wednesday 25 September
P2 at either 1pm or 6pm

Thursday 26 September
P4 at either 2pm or 6pm

Tuesday 1 October

P5 at either 2pm or 6pm

Thursday 3 October

P6 at either 2pm or 6pm
Children in Year 7 will have individual parent/teacher meetings during the week beginning 7 October.

HEALTHY BREAKS AND LUNCHES

Thank you for the fantastic support you give to our healthy break and lunch scheme.  We intend to continue the scheme this year.  Children should bring only a healthy snack for break. As part of our Healthy Break Policy we would encourage you to select items from the following list for your child to eat / drink at break-time: -
· Milk   /   Water   /   Fruit   /   Vegetables

· Any bread-based products e.g. sandwiches, pancakes or scones. (Butter or spread can be used, avoid sugary spreads such as jam, marmalade and chocolate spread) 

We also encourage children to bring a healthy lunch to school every day and Monday, in particular, is our designated healthy lunch day. 

Children are encouraged to bring water to school each day.  Drinking water is an essential part of a healthy lifestyle and has been shown to make the brain more receptive to learning.  Children may bring their water in a small, plastic bottle and drink freely throughout the day.  
We have a number of children throughout the school who have a nut allergy.  Children with this condition may have a severe reaction which could prove fatal if they come in contact with nuts.

Consequently, we ask that no nuts or nut products, such as peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches, etc. are brought into school for your child’s break or lunch.  We also ask that children do not bring birthday cake into their class. We are sure you will appreciate the reasons for making these requests.
MILK MONEY

Milk money must be paid before 12 Noon each Tuesday on ParentPay to allow school time to place the order.
SCHOOL BOOK FAIR

Our school book-fair will take place on the 15th of October.  Children will have an opportunity to view and purchase books during school hours in their classes, further details will be issued closer to the time of the event.
ACCESS TO CLASSROOMS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

We remind you that access to school during teaching time must be via the main entrance on the Craigstown Road; all other entrances to school are locked during the school day and opened only for the arrival and dismissal of the children.   Parents / childminders who call during the school day must report to the school office in order to comply with Child Protection and Health and Safety regulations.  We ask that you do not go to classrooms during the school day particularly first thing in the morning when teachers are trying to settle children for the day.

You can also contact teachers via email/Seesaw/ Google classroom, messages will be responded to during working hours.

GENERAL REMINDERS

· Parents are reminded that teachers are unable to provide schoolwork for children who take holidays during term time.  To avoid disruption, it would be greatly appreciated if holidays could be taken during school closure only.

· Children should not bring toys to school.  Pokémon and football cards are not permitted.
· Children should not bring mobile phones or wear smart watches to school.  Mobiles will be removed from children and kept by Mrs. Carville or Mr. Lavery until collected by a parent.

· Please note that birthday invitations must not be distributed in school.

GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS

· Hot meals are cooked on the premises and served in the dining hall.  Parents are requested not to send flasks of hot liquid with children.  Glass bottles and containers are also unacceptable.

· Parents are welcome to meet with class teachers throughout the year.  Appointments should be made through the school secretary.
· In the interests of safety, we would ask that dogs are not brought into the playground.  Thank you.
· Where a parent wishes to raise a concern or complaint they should do so by contacting the class teacher initially. A copy of the school’s complaints policy is available from the office.

MEDICATION

Parents should keep their children at home if they are unwell or infectious.  If your child requires prescribed or non-prescribed medication during the school day, parents must provide written and signed instructions. If you have any medical concerns about your child, please feel free to contact Mrs. Carville.
HEAD LICE

As children return to school we would encourage you to check heads regularly as outbreaks of head lice are very common at this stage of the year.  It is vitally important that these “foreign friends” are treated promptly and with a lotion (not shampoo).  Should you require any advice, please contact your local pharmacist.

CHILD PROTECTION / PASTORAL CARE

During the first weeks of term class teachers will revise pastoral care arrangements with children and remind them of whom they can talk to if they have any concerns or worries.  In school we talk to the children, particularly from P4 upwards, about our school “safety net”.  This has been issued to the children in class.  Mrs. Cooley is the designated teacher for child protection. Should you wish to raise a child protection issue, please contact her.  Mr Lavery is the deputy designated teacher for child protection.  Our Pastoral Care and Child Protection booklet has been issued with this Newsletter, for your information.  The link to the permissions that we require will be sent out today, Tuesday 8th September.  Please complete the Google document and return as soon as possible.

VALUES

Here in Mount Saint Michael’s Primary School the life and work of our school is permeated by the following core values: -

CARE, TRUST, HONESTY, RESPECT, FORGIVENESS, INCLUSIVENESS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We believe that these values should be reflected in relationships within and beyond the school community and should underpin and be evident in all aspects of school life.  We aim to work in partnership with parents to nurture and develop these values in our children so enabling them to grow into happy, well rounded young people.  We will be focussing on a value per week over this half term.
HOMEWORK

Homework is an important part of school life and a vital link between home and school.  Good homework habits are encouraged in all classes to help children develop self-discipline, independence and good organisational skills; all of which are important when children make the transition to post-primary school.  
Children in all year groups will be given homework on a Friday for the week ahead.  We would encourage parents to discuss the homework for the week and agree with your child/children how they plan to complete it.  Please remember that “learning” homework is as important as written work and reading is essential each night.  
Your support in this is much appreciated.

SAFE USE OF THE INTERNET

The internet and e-mail are valuable tools to promote learning.  However, we are all aware of the concerns there are about children having access to inappropriate materials via the internet.  The school takes a range of measures to minimise these risks, including a filtering system which restricts access to inappropriate materials.  In order to help children learn how to use the internet safely, it is vitally important that you support us by discussing at home the importance of following the rules outlined on the “Safe Use of the Internet” sheet which will be issued to all children by class teachers.  It is particularly important that children understand that they must never give personal details on the internet.  We also strongly recommend that children’s use of networking sites such as Facebook / Snapchat/Instagram/WhatsApp, etc. be very closely monitored at home.  Some of the pages on these sites contain comments of a very adult nature and we are very concerned that they may be a forum for making slanderous and nasty comments or used for cyber bullying.  It should be noted that these sites and others of a similar nature cannot be accessed in school.  
OUR SCHOOL PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

Bless our school

Bless the buildings where we gather

Bless the grounds where we play

Bless our families who support us

Bless all who work and learn here

Help us to be loving, forgiving, honest, faithful and kind

May we hear and answer Your call of love

So that we may be true witnesses in all that we do and say.

Saint Michael pray for us. -

Amen
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Monday 30 September

School closed for staff training.
Thursday 26 September

Opening Mass 10am 

w/b 7 October


P7 Parent/teacher Meetings

Thursday 10 October
World Mental Health Day.  Wear something yellow.

w/b 18 October


Maths Week Ireland 
Monday 21 October


Flu Vaccinations

Friday 25 October


Halloween Fancy Dress

w/b 28 October


Halloween holiday school closed all week.
w/b 13 November


Anti-Bullying Week

Thursday 12 December

P1 and P2 Christmas Plays

Wednesday 18 December

Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 18 December 

Christmas Carol Service 6.30pm Church

Friday 20 December


School closes 12 Noon 

Monday 6 January


School reopens for Term 2

Thursday 9 January


Mary Poppins Show in Dublin P5-P7

Tuesday 14 January


Open morning

w/b 20 January 


Catholic Schools Week

Thursday 23 January

Grandparents Day Mass 10am

w/b 3 February 


Children’s’ Mental Health Week

w/b 3 February


Parent Teacher Meetings

Tuesday 18 February

Safer Internet Day


w/b 10 February


School closed all week for mid-term break.
Thursday 6 March


World Book Day

Monday 17 March


St Patrick’s Day Holiday


Tuesday 8 April


First Confession 6pm

Thursday 17 April
School closes for Easter

Monday 28 April
School reopens

Monday 5 May
Mayday Bank Holiday

Thursday 8 May
Confirmation 11am

Saturday 17 May
First Communion 11am

w/b 27 May
School closed for Bank Holiday
Tuesday 10 June
Sports Day Nursery-P4

Wednesday 11 June
Sports Day P5-P7

Monday 30 June
School closes for Summer at 12 Noon
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