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This policy was formulated by the teachers of Scoil  Bríde.

Rationale
To comply with the implementation of the revised curriculum in Geography

· Vision & Aims

a) Vision
We seek to assist the children in our school in achieving their potential.

b) Aims
· To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships
· To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth
· To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence
· To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy (mapping and other non-verbal, non-numerical forms of data presentation)
· To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness
· To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems
· To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts.



Our own school activities to promote & develop Geography education in Scoil Bríde

	· 
	GEOGRAPY & SCIENCE IN CARNS

	School Garden  & Green Flag
	School Garden: We planted 200 spring bulbs in the garden
Vegetable garden: Planting of vegetables on an annual basis,Herb Garden, Caring for and weeding of gardens

Green Schools:. We have 2 green flags- Energy & Water

	
	Conor Ryan – Exploration of Milk Harbour

	
	Auriel Robinson Geology on Streedagh Beach

	
	Martina Ryan – Science expert looking at our school environment- school grounds, plants, flora & fauna

	
	2nd Stem Award
We were awarded our 2nd Science Foundation Ireland Discover Science & Maths award. Our plaque award arrived in mid-June. 

	
	Marine Biologist Bill Crowe spent a full day at the school. We spent several hours exploring and learning about marine life at Raughley. Bill Crowe works at Sligo IT & brought a huge variety of sealife he had collected during deep sea dives for us to see. At Raughley, we found shrimp, sea urchins, various kinds of crabs, anemone, star fish, blennie fish and  seaweed. We then returned to the classroom & used microscopes to view some of micro organisms under the microscopes. 

	
	During our first term, children completed many interesting and exciting science experiments. The senior classroom participated in the Science Fair in Sligo IT on Sunday Nov 13th. Children really enjoyed the day & we exhibited our own experiments, including our pneumatic toys, an archimedes pump and magical triangles. 

	
	Junior Room Gardening Programme- a strawberry bed, celery, onions, broccoli, potatoes and some herbs. 


	
	Nature expert Michael Bell visited the school for a full to look at our local environment. 
Michael Bell brought many interesting items with him, including a whale bone, skulls of a badger and a fox, whale vertebrae and some studied animals, including a pine martin. He worked with all classes, looking at our local school environment and looking at the flora and fauna of the environment. We had great fun searching for mini-beasts in our local environment. 

	
	Visit by marine biologist Conor Ryan to the school to look at the seashore with children at Milk Harbour.

	
	Salt Water Aquarium- We were delighted to be selected to be involved with the National Marine institute Explorer’s Programme during the month of February. We had a saltwater aquarium in the school for 4 weeks and all children enjoyed observing and watching the marine life in the aquarium. The sealife in the aquarium included an anemone, hermit crab, two starfish, sea snails, periwinkles, barnacles and a barnacle fish.





Curriculum Planning

As indicated by the curriculum guidelines, oral language will be addressed in three separate sections.

· Strands & Strand Units
Each teacher is familiar with the strands and strand units, content objectives for his/her class level. Having read the Curriculum documents and Teacher Guidelines we understand that all strands and all strand units must be covered each year but not all the content objectives need be addressed within a strand unit. We will ensure that that the pupils receive a broad and balanced range of topics and objectives.

The three strands of the Geography curriculum are:

Human Environments
Natural Environments
Environmental Awareness and Care.

.3rd to 6th classes will undertake the following on an annual basis
· one contrasting part of Ireland, 
· one European country
·  one country from the rest of the world. 
· Local Geography every year


· Skills Development
We are aware that the development of Geographical skills is of equal importance to strand content in this curriculum

The skills of Geographical Investigation include,
–	a sense of place and space
–	maps, globes and graphical skills
–	geographical investigation skills 
 
 These skills will be developed through the content of the strands and strand units.

Strategies for development of these skills may involve the children being actively involved in fieldwork and outdoor investigations (Teacher Guidelines p.68). The use of maps, globes and atlases will be used in an age appropriate way, from infants to 6th class. We are aware of the progression and development of these skills throughout the school.

By following the content of this curriculum and by developing the geographical  skills the children in our school are given opportunities to work as geographers at every class level.


· Approaches & Methodologies

Childrens’ Ideas
We plan to use the children’s ideas of places and space as a starting point for all geographical activity.

We will find out what the children already know by 
•	Picture representation
•	Talk and discussion
•	Open questioning and problem solving
•	Active listening
•	Annotated drawings
•	Brainstorming
•	Concept maps
•	Free investigation of Geography materials
•	Teacher designed tasks and tests

Children in our school will be encouraged to question and openly investigate. We do this to build on the children’s prior knowledge and awareness of the subject area. 


Methodologies:
We plan to use the  key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography
•	Active learning
•	Problem solving
•	Developing skills through content
•	Talk and discussion
•	Co-operative learning
•	Use of the environment.
Teachers particularly at Senior level will follow the recommended sequence for Geography – local, regional, national, European and global and then reflecting it back to the child’s own location. 

In learning about our own natural and human environments we intend to use methodologies specific to Geography: 

•	Fieldwork    
•	Survey
•	Interview    
•	Models                                             
•	Maps          
•	Photographs  
•	Artetefacts
•	Trails    

   
Using our school Environment
We have completed a Geographical Environmental audit of our school grounds and immediate locality and identified features that can be focused on when embarking on local environmental studies and participating in fieldwork.  These are:

The sea shore (1/4 mile away)
The school garden: Plants and shrubs are labelled


In learning about places we will use these approaches ,methodologies and resources:
Artefacts eg pottery, clothes, jewellery etc from specific countries
Artefacts brought in by children also
Atlases, maps and globes 
Interviews
ICT: Many useful websites
Photographs
School textbooks
Visitors

The following map resources are available in the school:
Europe/ Ireland/ USA

Each child has an atlas in the senior classroom (3rd to 6th)

· Teaching & Assessment

Assessment and Record Keeping

Children’s progress in Geography is assessed through:
· Teacher observation 
· Teacher designed tasks and tests
· Work samples eg.  finished projects, drawings and investigations, written exercises

 Differentiation
All children should have equal access to all curricular subjects including Science.
Teachers always differentiate in their planning, aims, content and methodologies and delivery.

Equality of Participation and Access Science is for all pupils regardless of age, gender, nationality, cultural background  or ability

· Organisational Planning
Timetable  
In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) , SESE  is  a minimum of two and quarter hours in infant years and three hours for classes 1 – 6  per week


Implementation
Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Geography programme in their own classes.Cúnais Míosúil assist in evaluating progress in Geography and inform future teaching. Parents are informed of children’s progress at Geography at parent teacher meetings and end of year reports


· Resources
The Following resources are currently available in the school and we intend to add to our resources over the coming number of years

Maps of Ireland, World
Laminated maps of County Sligo
Street maps of Sligo Town
Amnesty International & Trocaire resource packs
Weather station: Rain Gauge, compasses, thermometer
Globes
Text Books; We generally use the quest series
Internet use
School Library 

Ratification and Communication

Ratified by the Board of Management on


Signed: ----------------------------------------------
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Signed:-----------------------------------------------
		School Principal



Geography strands and strand units
	iInfants
	1st & 2nd 
	3rd & 4th
	5th & 6th

	Human Environments
Living in the local community
My family and community
Homes -school
People at work
People at play
People and places in other areas


	Human Environments
Living in the local community
My family and community
Homes and shelter
People at work
People at play
People and places in other areas
	Human Environments 
People living and working in the local area and
People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland:
People and communities
Natural environmental features and people Settlement: homes and other buildings
People at work-small number of common activities
Transport and communications

People and other lands-
1 Europe + 1 World
County, regional and national centres
	Human Environments
People living and working in the local area and
People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland:
People and communities
Natural environmental features and people
Settlement: homes and other buildings
People at work-one or more important economic utility
Transport and communications

People and other lands-
1 Europe + 1 World
County, regional and national centres
Trade and development issues- choose 1
Trade or
Famine or
Developmental aid

	Natural Environments
The local natural environment
Weather
Planet earth in space
	Natural Environments
The local natural environment
Weather
Planet earth in space
	Natural Environments 
The local natural environment
Land, rivers and seas of my county
Rocks and soils
Weather, Climate and atmosphere
Planet earth in space
	Natural Environments 
The local natural environment
Land, rivers and seas of Ireland
Physical features of Europe and the World
Rocks and soils
Weather, Climate and atmosphere
Planet earth in space

	Environmental Awareness and Care
Caring for my locality
	Environmental Awareness and Care
Caring for my locality
	Environmental Awareness and Care
Environmental awareness
Caring for the environment
	Environmental Awareness and Care 
Environmental awareness
Caring for the environment



Each class engages in a local study but under a variety of sub-units
Third to sixth select one contrasting part of Ireland, one European country and one non-European country to study each year. 
All strands and strand units of the Geography curriculum must be addressed each year. Not all content objectives need to be addressed as long as the children receive a broad and balanced curriculum.


	
