Carns National School
History Plan 

This policy was formulated by the teachers of Scoil  Bríde 

· Aims
(b) Aims 
We endorse the aims of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education as outlined on Page 4 of the SESE History Curriculum Statement.
We endorse the aims of the SESE History Curriculum:
· To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past.
· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events had an impact on each other.
· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity.
· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child.
· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically.
· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways.
· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments.
· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today.
· To encourage children to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant
· (SESE History Curriculum Statement Page 12)

Our own school activities to promote & develop History education in Scoil Bríde
We have made the following decisions to promote and develop the teaching and learning of history in our school:

· Field trips to local historical sites during the year
Local Historical sites include: Creevykeel Court Cairn, Spanish Armada Memorial at Streedagh, Sligo Abbey, Carrowmore, Lissadell, Drumcliffe Round Tower & Celtic cross, Parkes Castle
· Historical pictures on view in the school.
· An annual visit, if possible from an expert  in the SESE area from the Heritage List


· Curriculum Planning History strands and strand units

	Infants (each year)
	First and second 
(each year)

	Myself & my family
Myself
My family
	Myself & my family
Myself
My family
When my grandparents were young
Games in the past
Feasts and festivals in the past

	Story
stories
	Story
stories

	
	Change and continuity
Continuity and change in the local environment



	Third and fourth (each year)
+ 2 in-depth studies local/international each yr
	Fifth and sixth (each year) + 2 in-depth studies local/international each yr

	Local studies (2)
My family
Homes
My school
Games and pastimes in the past
Feasts and festivals in the past
Buildings, sites or ruins in my locality
My locality through the ages
	Local studies (2) 
Homes
Schols
Games and pastimes in the past
Feasts and festivals in the past
Buildings, sites or ruins in my locality
My locality through the ages

	Story ( a selection)
Stories from the lives of people in the past
Myths and legends
	Story ( a selection)
Stories from the lives of people in the past
Myths and legends

	Continuity and change over time (2)-link with other topics
Food and farming
Clothes
Homes and Houses
Transport
Communications
Shops and fairs
Schools and education
Caring for the sick
	Continuity and change over time (2)-link with other topics
Homes, housing and urban developments
Nomadism
Food and farming
Clothes
Homes and Houses
Transport
Communications
Energy and power
Workshops and factories
Schools and education
Literature, art, crafts and culture
Caring for the sick
Barter, trade and money

	Early people and ancient societies (2)-
balance between European/international

Stone age peoples
Bronze age peoples
Early societies of the Tigres and Euphrates valleys
Egyptians
Greeks
Romans
Celts
Early Christian Ireland
Vikings

Central and South American peoples eg Aztecs
Asian peoples eg people of the Indus valley, Ch,in and Han empires of China
African peoples eg Benin peoples
North American peoples eg Native American
Australasian peoples eg maori
	Early people and ancient societies (2)
balance between European/international
Stone age peoples
Bronze age peoples
Early societies of the Tigres and Euphrates valleys
Egyptians
Greeks
Romans
Celts
Early Christian Ireland
Vikings

Central and South American peoples eg Aztecs
Asian peoples eg people of the Indus valley, Ch,in and Han empires of China
African peoples eg Benin peoples
North American peoples eg Native American
Australasian peoples eg maori

	Life, society, work and culture in the past (2)
Life in Norman Ireland
Life in Medieval towns and countryside in ireland and Europe
Life in the 18th Century
Life in the 19th Century
Life during World War II
Life in Ireland since the 1950’s
	Life, society, work and culture in the past (1)
Life in Norman Ireland
Life in Medieval towns and countryside in ireland and Europe
Life in the 18th Century
Life in the 19th Century
Life during World War II
Life in Ireland since the 1950’s




	
	Eras of change and conflict (2)
The Renaissance
The Reformation
Traders, explores and colonisers from Europe
The Great Famine
The Industrial Revolution
Changing land ownership in 19th Century Ireland
Changing roles of women in the 19th and 20th centuries
World War 1
Modern Ireland


	
	Politics, conflict and society (2)
16th and 17th century Ireland
Revolution and change in America, france and Ireland
O’Connell and Catholic Emancipation
1916 and the foundation of the State
Northern Ireland
Ireland, Europe and the world, 1960 to the present



· Infants and Juniors do all strands, strand units and all objectives
· Middle classes and seniors select topics within strand units
· Middle classes and seniors select two in-depth studies each year
· Can continue a topic from class to class but in increasing depth






1. Strands and Strand Units

There is considerable overlap in the history curriculum. This facilitates its delivery in a multi class situation.


2. Skills and Concepts Development
The curriculum provides for the development of a growing range of historical skills and concepts Skills of working as a historian are:

Infants: 
· Time and Chronology
· Using Evidence
· Communication
First-Sixth classes                       
· Time and Chronology
· Change and Continuity
· Cause and Effect
· Using Evidence
· Synthesis and Communication
· Empathy


3. Approaches and Methodologies
- Our History Curriculum asserts that one of the keys to successful history teaching is the use of a broad range of classroom approaches and methodologies. The range includes
•	Story   (pgs 65-71, TG)
•	Personal and family history   (pgs 72-75, TG)
•	Using Artefacts    (pgs 81-86, TG)
•	Drama and role play   (pgs 109-113, TG)
•	Using pictures and photographs   (pgs 87-98, TG)
•	Use of the environment   (pgs 99-103, TG)
•	Oral evidence   (pgs 77-80,TG)
•	Documentary evidence   (pgs 104-108, TG)
•	Use of ICT   (pg 114, TG)

4. Linkage and Integration 
•	Linkage & integration: teachers will explore possibilities for linkage across the History curriculum and will consider and note such opportunities in their classroom planning. eg Music, Art, English & other SESE subjects
Recent Linkage in Carns:
Drama- Play for local Celtic Fringe Festival celebrating Spanish Armada.

Eng- 
· Integrating Building Bridges books into History (The Butterfly & Cats of Krasinski Square-world war 2, Henry’s Freedom Box (Slavery in US)., The Wall (The Vietnam War & US History,
· In our choice of English novels used in the middle and senior classes, we use some historical novels: eg Fields of Home, The Hiring Fair, Strongbow etc.
· Sequencing- particualry in junior room
· SPHE/ Aistear- visiting speakers, grandparents, sharing expertise on subject links to history 

Science/Geography/ History/ PE Integration & Linkage-
· Field Trips to Streedagh, Milk Harbour, Creevykeel, Knocknarea

Art:
Constructing Timelines, drawings, 

Music
Traditional Songs, Dancing

PE:- Games, traditional playground games, field trips to historical sites
	

5. Assessment and Record Keeping 
We use testing, observation, projects, teacher designed tasks to assess historical learning in the school

6. Differentiation
All children should have equal access to all curricular subjects including Science.
Teachers always differentiate in their planning, aims, content and methodologies and delivery.

7. Equality of Participation and Access Science is for all pupils regardless of age, gender, nationality, cultural background  or ability

METHODOLOGIES:
•	Using a mixture of whole class teaching, paired, group  and individual work
•	Planning topics so that opportunities are provided for further 	investigation work for the 	all abilities.
•	Using a range of questions and providing a range of tasks.
•	Using a variety of teaching methodologies
•	Offering a variety of recording methods eg drawing, photographs, use of ICT etc
•	Providing opportunities for co-operative learning
•	Facilitating individual research and project work




7. Timetable
The time allocated to SESE in Carns NS.meets the requirements outlined in the Primary School Curriculum. SESE is also integrated into other subject areas. Examples are outlined above


8. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
All class teachers will be asked to use this plan as a basis for their yearly notes and short-term plans. Reporting on work completed will be in the form of Cuntas Miosuil. In each classroom, a record of work covered in SESE is maintained yearly to guide planning.


9 Implementation Roles and Responsibilities- All teachers are responsible for the implementation of the history plan in their own classrooms. 



