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Our own school activities to promote & develop Music education in Scoil Bríde

· Children learn the tin-whistle from 3rd class to 6th classes. 
· Participation in Music Generation- During 15-16 Senior children completed 26 weeks of guitar tuition with a music generation tutor. The Junior classroom completed a 12 week music exploration course with a music generation tutor.
· Singing is a popular activity in both classes. Children learn a lot of songs in music, irish, English and religion & other subject areas
· Annual musicals in the school – During November & December each year, we prepare a musical with the children. 
· 
· Vision & Aims
	We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Music
	To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically, To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and 	response to a wide range of musical genres, including Irish music,
	To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and 	experiences through music as an individual and in collaboration with 	others, To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to 	experience the excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in 	musical creativity,	To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-	confidence through participation in musical performance,
	To foster higher-order thinking-skills and lifelong learning through the 	acquisition of musical knowledge, skills, concepts and values,
	To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical 	experience      

· The curriculum covered in music
The Music curriculum consists of three strands
-	Listening and Responding
-	Performing
-	Composing

The Music curriculum also consists of nine musical elements
-	pulse, duration, tempo, pitch, dynamics, structure, timbre, texture, style


Listening and Responding to Music Strand Unit
· Children have opportunities to listen & respond to music of various styles, traditions and cultures. Children respond to music in a variety of ways which includes: moving, talking about it, listening for specific instruments and/or specific features, drawing and painting, following/creating a pictorial score of music, writing in response to music, composing, singing or playing along with music, musical games and action songs. 
· Listening Materials: A broad range of listening materials are provided including: CDs, books, percussion instruments, tin-whistle, school keyboard.

Performing:
· In the Performing strand, we encourage Active enjoyable participation and development of creativity. All children from 3rd to 6th learn the tin-whistle in class.

Song –Singing: 
· All classes are involved in a significant amount of singing during the academic year. In teaching song-singing, teachers keep in mind the recommendations of Teacher Guidelines pp.70-73, and 76-80. When teaching singing with the musical elements in mind, teachers refer to Teacher Guidelines pp.74-76. Simple round singing may be introduced in 2nd class, as preparation for part-singing (see pp.84-85 of Teacher Guidelines)
All children are given the opportunity to use the percussion and melodic instruments which are available in the school. Opportunities are also provided for children to perform for an audience, in their own class and for other classes.

Composing: 
Children are encouraged to improvise, discuss, evaluate, and record music as part of the Composing Strand. Opportunities are provided to improvise and/or compose in a variety of contexts—e.g. to accompany a rhyme, song, poem, or story; to explore the musical concepts/elements; to experiment with sound; to portray a character, mood or setting; to illustrate events; to convey an abstract concept; to explore melody. 

· Integration
Gaeilge (le amhráin, rannta, scéalta);
English (oral language, new music vocabulary, stories);
Mathematics (number songs and rhymes);
History (development of music and instruments through the ages, lives of famous composers, different traditions);
Geography (origins of instruments, music from different countries, cultural links);
P.E. (dance: appreciation of various genres of music and dance styles).
· Organisational Planning
ImplementationClass teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Music programme in their own classes.
Cúnais Míosúil assist in evaluating progress in Music and inform future teaching. Parents are informed of children’s progress at Music at parent teacher meetings and end of year reports

Children with complex Needs 
We aim to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded musical education. We will strive to make the music curriculum accessible to as many children as possible

7. Equality of Participation and Access Music is for all pupils regardless of age, gender, nationality, cultural background  or ability
