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Risk-Based Ratio Guidelines
Low-Risk Outings
Examples: Local library visit, theatre performance, museum tour, local park, educational workshop in controlled indoor environment
	Class Level
	Recommended Ratio

	Junior & Senior Infants
	1 adult per 6-8 children

	1st & 2nd Class
	1 adult per 10-12 children

	3rd & 4th Class
	1 adult per 12-15 children

	5th & 6th Class
	1 adult per 15-20 children



Medium-Risk Outings
Examples: Zoo, farm visit, city centre walking tour, historical sites, science centres, sports events as spectators, public transport journeys
	Class Level
	Recommended Ratio

	Junior & Senior Infants
	1 adult per 5-6 children

	1st & 2nd Class
	1 adult per 8-10 children

	3rd & 4th Class
	1 adult per 10-12 children

	5th & 6th Class
	1 adult per 12-15 children



High-Risk Outings
Examples: Swimming pools, beaches, forest/mountain walks, adventure centres, outdoor activity centres, boating/water sports, locations near open water or busy roads
	Class Level
	Recommended Ratio

	Junior & Senior Infants
	1 adult per 4-5 children
Water activities: 1 adult per 3-4 children

	1st & 2nd Class
	1 adult per 6-8 children
Water activities: 1 adult per 4-5 children

	3rd & 4th Class
	1 adult per 8-10 children
Water activities: 1 adult per 5-6 children

	5th & 6th Class
	1 adult per 10-12 children
Water activities: 1 adult per 6-8 children



Special Circumstances Requiring Enhanced Ratios
Students with Additional Needs
1. Individual risk assessment required
1. May need dedicated 1:1 or 2:1 support depending on needs
1. Consider familiarity with environment and sensory demands
1. SNA support should continue on trips where assigned

Adult Supervision Categories
Qualified Teachers
1. At least 1 qualified teacher must accompany every school trip regardless of size or risk level
1. Teachers have overall responsibility for trip supervision and decision-making
SNAs (Special Needs Assistants)
1. Count as adults in supervision ratios
1. Provide continuity of support for assigned students
1. Work under teacher direction during outings
Parent Volunteers (Garda Vetted)
1. May count toward supervision ratios if Garda vetting is current and verified
1. Can be assigned responsibility for specific groups of children
1. May supervise children independently within the overall trip structure
Parent Volunteers (Not Garda Vetted)
1. Cannot be counted in supervision ratios
1. Cannot be left alone with children at any time
1. May assist with general support under direct teacher/vetted adult supervision
1. Useful for: carrying bags, managing materials, providing extra eyes, assisting with toileting (with teacher/SNA present nearby)

Risk Assessment Factors
Categorize your outing risk level by considering:
Low Risk Indicators
1. Controlled indoor environment
1. Professional staff supervision on site
1. Short duration (under 2 hours)
1. Walking distance from school
1. Familiar location
1. No water/height/traffic hazards
Medium Risk Indicators
1. Outdoor environment with boundaries
1. Some walking on footpaths/roads
1. Public transport required
1. Longer duration (half/full day)
1. Crowds or busy public spaces
1. Some independence given to older students
High Risk Indicators
1. Open water present (sea, lakes, rivers, pools)
1. Adventure activities (climbing, abseiling, zip-lines)
1. Remote locations or rough terrain
1. Significant road/traffic exposure
1. Activities with inherent physical risk
1. Extreme weather considerations

Universal Requirements (All Trips)
1. Minimum 2 adults regardless of class size or risk level
1. At least 1 qualified teacher must be present on every trip
1. First aid kit on every trip
1. Garda vetting verified for all parent volunteers counting in ratios
1. Mobile phones with all adults' contact numbers
1. Medical information and emergency contacts accessible
1. Parental consent 
1. Regular headcounts at transitions and set intervals
1. Clear meeting points and lost-child procedures established
1. Risk assessment noted before departure


Practical Implementation Notes
1. Verify Garda vetting status of parent volunteers before trip departure
1. Assign specific children to specific adults (vetted only) before departure
1. Non-vetted parents remain in proximity to teacher/vetted adult at all times
1. Use buddy systems within adult-supervised groups for older classes
1. Provide high-visibility vests for younger classes in public spaces
1. Consider staggered bathroom breaks with appropriate supervision
1. Plan for worst-case scenarios (child separation, medical emergency, weather)
1. Inform staff remaining in school of contact details and expected return time
1. Teacher maintains overall authority for all decisions during the trip

Documentation Checklist
Before departure, ensure:
1. ✓ Garda vetting certificates verified and recorded for all volunteers
1. ✓ List of which adults are supervising which children
1. ✓ Clear identification of non-vetted helpers and their restrictions
1. ✓ Emergency contact numbers for all adults
1. ✓ Medical needs organized and accessible




