
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary's Primary 
School and Nursery Unit 

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS  
Teachers and pupils are very excited! Taking part in a Christmas show or 
assembly is such a valuable experience for children, teaching them 
important skills like communication, collaboration, and problem-solving. 
We have arranged the following: 
 
Advent Assembly Fri 28th Nov P7 will lead prayers and singing to mark 
the start of Advent. This assembly is for children in school only. 
 
P2,3,4 Show ‘The Christmas Recipe!’  Tuesday 9th Dec 7pm  
Open Door Complex. Parents and school community welcome 
£5 entrance. Payable at the door 
 
P1 Nativity Wed 17th Dec 9.30am 
School Hall. Parents and family welcome 
£2 entrance Payable at the door 
 

Nursery Christmas Sing-along Fri 19th Dec 9.30am 
School Hall. Parents and family welcome 
£2 entrance Payable at the door 
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November & December 2025 

TERM 1 DATES 
Thursday 28th August- 

Monday 22nd  December 
 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
 

Fri 7th November 
Flu Vaccine 

 
 

Mon 10th -14th November  
‘World Kindness Week’ 
See details inside the 

newsletter 
 

 

Fri 21st  November 
Road Safety Week 

BRIGHT DAY DRESS UP 
£1 for Charity 

 
 
 

Friday 
19th December 

Nursery 
Sing-along 

9.30am 
School Hall 

Friday 
28th November 

 
School  
Advent 

Assembly 

Friday 
5th December 
NI Daily Mile 

Santa Run 
Christmas 
Jumpers! 

Tuesday 
9th December 

P2,3,4 
Christmas Show 
7pm Open-door 

Complex 

Thursday 
11th December 

 
Christmas 

Dinner 
1pm finish 

Wednesday 
17th December 

 
P1 Nativity 

9.30am 
School Hall 

http://www.stmaryspsbellaghy.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryspsbellaghy.co.uk/


School Development Plan 
We pass on our thanks to parents pupils and staff 
who completed our surveys in June. Using feedback 
received and assessment data, we are putting 
together our three year strategic plan. 
 
Our main strategic focus for this year is developing: 
 

Problem Solving and Decision Making Skills. 
 

I have included an over view page in this newsletter  
to help explain what these skills are, and how we 
hope to develop them. We strive to keep parents and 
pupils informed of new initiatives, so that the entire 
school community can contribute, and ensure good 
progress in the school. 

ECO COUNCIL  
New Eco members were elected in each class! If any 
parents have any ideas for projects or want to get 
involved in maintaining the school environment, 
please speak to Mr Lynch (P7 teacher).  

 

Week Beginning 22nd November, Eco Council are 
leading ‘Waste Reduction Week’. The focus this year 

is ‘Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment’ 
 

 

FLU VACCINE 
School Nursing Service will be in school 
on Friday 7th November to distribute 
the Flu Nasal Vaccine  
 

Primary 4 World War 2 Topic 
P4 have been learning about life during World War 2.  
 

Thursday 13th November ‘Evacuee Day’. 
 

The P4s are invited to dress up and will be completing 
lots of activities from WW2.  
 

On Thursday 18th December the class will also be 
visiting the War Memorial Museum. Bus will leave 
school at 9.10am and return for 3pm 

SCHOOL PE POLICY.  
All children must have shorts for PE and suitable 
footwear. Tracksuit bottoms are not allowed due to 
being a trip hazard. We thank parents for their 
support in this policy. 
 

Community + School 
= Opportunities for All 

 

The children are thoroughly enjoying the 
Fundamental Movements sessions with Michael 
Gerard. We are very grateful to the Bellaghy GAC for 
funding this support. 
 
CHOIR 

Monday 3-4pm 
 Choir is open to children 

from P4-7 
 

The choir have been   
 busy preparing for performing at our school     
 Christmas Show and the Peace Proms at SSE Arena.  
 
CHRISTMAS SHOW- we would ask parents to have 
them at the Opendoor complex for 6.45pm and 
collect them again at 7.30pm 
It is a great opportunity for the children to perform 
and develops their confidence and builds self-
esteem.  
      
PEACE PROMS 

Belfast Rehearsal: Wednesday 12th Nov 
 

The choir are performing at Peace Proms 
Sunday 1st March at the 1pm show. 

 
Parents have received a link via SCHOOLS NI APP to 
purchase tickets for the event.  
The children will also be performing their Peace 
Proms songs at a PTA event before Easter. 
 

WORLD GOD DRAWING DAY 
On Thursday 6th November schools across the 
Diocese of Derry engage with great enthusiasm in 
World Drawing God Day each year! Based on the 
book, Drawing God, by Karen Kiefer, children and 
adults are invited to draw how they see God. The 
results and the conversations around this are always 
amazing.  
 
Find out more on the link below 
https://www.drawing-god.com/ 
 

https://www.drawing-god.com/


ACCELERATED READER 
READ AROUND IRELAND  

County to County 
Our aim is to travel around as much of Ireland as we can by the end 

of June.  How many counties will we visit? 

 

PERSONALISED AR TARGET 100% Board 
This is an individual target that is based on STAR results 
in Sept, January and April. Every time a child passes a 
reading test on AR, they will earn points. These points go 
towards their own AR Target.  
 
When  they score 100% in a test, they display their name 
on the class's 100% board. The board is outside the 
classroom so Mrs McCann and visitors to the school can 
see pupil progress!  
 
We are hoping this encourages the children to read as 
accurately as possible. Lots of prizes and certificates are 
given out at the end of each term for reaching personal 
targets. 

 

Primary 4-7 have been reading lots 
and lots of books and I was delighted 
to see so many children enjoying 
reading. Well done boys and girls! 
Mrs Fegan has devised a new 
incentive to keep us reading… 
 We will travel around Ireland in our 
School Campervan!  
 
Every time we read 1,000,000 
words, we can visit and park our 
caravan in a county. We have a 
Word Target each term, and if we 
reach it, the whole school earns a 
reward. Term 1 target is to read 
9,000,000 words. So far we have 
read over 3,000,000 so we've got a 
campervan in Donegal, Derry and 
Antrim! 
 
 

St Mary’s Millionaires!! Class Competition – Win extra breaktime! 

Keeping 
Parents 

Informed 



 

 

PRIMARY FOUR ENROLMENT MASS 
Primary Four enrolment ceremony for the 
sacraments of First Penance and First Eucharist will 
be held on Saturday 15h November. We thank 
Sinéad McNicholl and the ‘Do this in Memory Parent 
Group’ for their support this year. 

‘Do This In Memory’ Masses 
Saturday Mass dates for the Programme 

Saturday 15th November 7.00pm – Enrolment Mass 
Saturday 13th December 7.00pm 
Saturday 24th January 7.00pm 
Saturday 21st March 7.00pm 
Saturday 18th April 7.00pm 
 

P4 Sacramental Dates 
First Confession Tuesday 24th February 6pm 

Holy Communion Saturday 9th  May 12noon 
 

P7 Masses and Sacramental Dates 
Service of Commitment Saturday 29th November 

7pm 
Pledge Mass Saturday 31st January  7pm 

Confirmation To Be Confirmed 

 
CHRISTMAS JUMPER, DINNER  

AND EARLY CLOSURE 
Christmas dinner will be celebrated on 

Thursday 11th December 
and will cost £2.60 per child. 

School will close at 1pm  on  
this day for all classes.  
Children are welcome to wear  
their Christmas jumpers to school. 

 
 

ANTI-BULLYING / KINDNESS WEEK 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Anti-Bullying Week 2025 is coordinated in Northern 
Ireland by the Anti-Bullying Alliance. This year it has 
the theme Power for Good and will take place from 
Monday 10th to Friday 14th November. The week will 

be kicked off with  

Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th November, 

where adults and children wear odd socks to celebrate 
what makes us all unique. 

 
Within St Mary’s PS the school Council have decided to 
add the theme of KINDNESS to encourage good 
friendships and respect for all.  
 
A full week of activities to focus on Kindness starts 
next week! 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

ST MARY’S CELEBRATES MATHS WEEK 
The children sharpened their Mental Maths Skills 
during Maths Week! 
 
Mrs Elliott our Numeracy Co-ordinator organised a 
Boogie Bingo Event for all classes. The children 
completed danced and worked on number questions 
in a race to complete their bingo board. There was 
much fun and lots of prizes. A super day for all the 
children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GET INVOLVED!  
JOIN ST MARY’S PTA 

The next meeting of St Mary’s PTA is at the school on 

Thursday 13th November 
6.30pm

 



ROAD SAFETY WEEK 
 

Road Safety Week 2025 will take place between 16-
22 November, running with the theme ‘Safe 

Vehicles Save Lives’. 
 
Taking place each November, Road Safety Week is a 
national campaign run by road safety charity Brake, 
to raise awareness of the impact of road death and 
injury and call for key measures to make roads safer.  
 
Beginning on the World Day of Remembrance for 
Road Traffic Victims, Road Safety Week brings into 
sharp focus the fact that 1,700 people die on UK 
roads every year, and a further 30,000 receive 
serious, life-changing injuries. Thousands of schools, 
organisations, emergency services, campaigners and 
communities show their support by signing up and 
taking part in Road Safety Week 2025, reaching 
millions across the UK through events, fundraising, 
media coverage and social media. 

 

This year, Brake has chosen to shine a spotlight on the IMPORTANCE OF SAFE VEHICLES that are designed to 
prevent crashes, and to cause less harm if they do crash. Safe vehicles are a vital component of the Safe 
Systems approach to road safety – a shared approach to prevent death and serious injury from road crashes. 
From automated driver assistance systems that help drivers keep within speed limits and brake in an 
emergency, to seat belts and airbags, this year’s campaign will focus on how modern vehicle safety 
technology can reduce road death and injury.    
 
St Mary’s will be focusing on traffic calming devices and how they work. From speed 
humps to zebra crossings, the children will be investigating their effectiveness.  
 

#Brake5 Challenge 
The challenge focuses on the number five to highlight 
the fact that five people die on the roads every day. 

 
The children will be doing lots of activities such as:  

 
5 keepy uppies with Michael 

Gerard, 
5 sign hunt 

5-minute dance-time 
5-minute read 

5-minute silence 
5-minute pop song singalong 

5 minutes extra playtime! 
 

 

 

 

https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week


 
We love celebrating our children in St Mary’s!  

Our teacher-led Friday Assemblies always include a strong pastoral focus. Each week, we explore a different 
theme aimed at supporting pupils' personal development, such as online safety, road safety, health and 
hygiene, wellbeing, good manners, anti-bullying, or child protection. During these assemblies, we also 
celebrate pupil achievements. 

STAR PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
Each class selects two children as "Star Pupil of the Week," who are 
recognised for their efforts and receive special privileges throughout 
the following week. 
 

The selection often aims to recognize diverse achievements so that 
every pupil has a chance to be celebrated for something they have 
excelled at, which can include personal achievements or overcoming 
obstacles.  

GOLDEN BOOK 
We also present Golden Book Certificates to celebrate and encourage 
positive behaviour and achievement across various areas, including 
academics, sports, and citizenship.  
 

These certificates acknowledge a child's hard work and dedication, 
helping to boost their confidence and reinforce core values such as 
kindness, good manners, and respect. 
 

The names of all the children celebrated at assembly are added to the GOLDEN BOOK which sits in the 

foyer of the school. The book is easily accessible to all visitors so they can read about the excellent children 
we have in St Mary’s 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

St Mary’s Primary School & Nursery Unit  
        25  Mu l laghboy  Ro ad,  Bel laghy ,  M agh eraf e l t ,  Co  D erry ,  BT 45 8HX  
Principal: Mrs Mary McCann BSc(Hons) PGCE PQH(NI) 
Telephone:    028 7938 6360 
Email:          info@stmarysps.bellaghy.ni.sch.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Parent/Carer 
RE: OPERATION ENCOMPASS – DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

I am writing to remind you about our school’s participation in Operation Encompass. Operation Encompass is an early 
intervention partnership between Police and Schools. It is aimed at supporting children who are victims of domestic 
violence. 
 

Operation Encompass is already established across all of England and Wales and is now being used in many schools in 
Northern Ireland. It is a very simple idea, but one that will help us to support and protect vulnerable children. When 
the Police attend an incident of domestic violence where one of our pupils is present, they will inform the school’s 
Designated Teacher for Child Protection at the start of the next school day. This information is shared in strict 
confidence and school staff are only told on a need-to-know basis.  Following any notification from the PSNI, our staff 
will provide immediate support to any child who has been the victim of domestic abuse. We know that when children 
do witness domestic abuse at home, this is a highly traumatic experience for them. By taking part in Operation 
Encompass, we can provide tailored and compassionate support to our pupils, in line with our school ethos. This builds 
on our existing commitment to child safeguarding. 
 

Should you wish to find out more information, please contact the school’s Designated Teacher for Child Protection Mrs 
Claire McWilliams or alternatively you can read more about Operation Encompass at www.operationencompass.org.  
Kind Regards                           
Mrs McCann 

 

 

mailto:info@stmarysps.bellaghy.ni.sch.uk
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Anti-Bullying Week 
10th-14th November 

 

 

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL  
AND NURSERY UNIT 

 

Wear Odd Socks 
to School 

TEAM 

Wear team 
colours or a 

sports 
jersey to 

school 

Use kind 
words with 
everyone you 
meet 



 
We are delighted with our new sensory room 

‘SENSORY SPACE’ 
Safe Peaceful And Calm Environment 

St Mary’s is proud to have invested approximately £13,000 in creating a 
brand-new sensory room within the school. 

This exciting development was made possible thanks to the incredible 
support of our PTA, parents, and wider school community, who helped raise 
funds through events and school-based activities. 

The sensory room is now equipped with a wide variety of resources 
designed to support children’s wellbeing and development. These include a 
swing, trampolines, boogie boards, rockers, floor mats, a light and sound 
centre, a Clevertouch screen, and much more. 

We are thrilled with the progress so far and remain committed to enhancing 
our sensory space. We still have a wish list of additional resources and 
training that we’re continuing to fundraise for—each item will help enrich the 
experience for all children at St Mary’s as we grow this inclusive and nurturing 
environment. 

 
The sensory space benefits all children 
by promoting emotional regulation, 
improving focus, enhancing motor 
skills, and aiding social and 
communication development. It will 
provide a safe, controlled environment 
for de-stressing, managing sensory 
overload, and stimulating senses in a 
soothing or engaging way.  
 

BENEFITS OF THE 
SENSORY SPACE 

 

         Emotional Regulation 
• Helps children calm down when overwhelmed or overstimulated.  
• Provides a safe space to manage anxiety, frustration, or sensory overload. 
• Encourages self-regulation through soothing lights, sounds, and textures. 
•  

      Improved Focus and Learning 
• After spending time in a sensory room, children often return to class more 

focused and ready to learn. 
• Reduces disruptive behaviour by offering a proactive way to manage sensory 

needs. 
 
 

St Mary’s Primary School and Nursery Unit 

 

GET INVOLVED!  
JOIN ST MARY’S PTA 

The next meeting of St Mary’s PTA is at the school on 

Thursday 13th November 
6.30pm

 



     Supports Inclusion 
• Makes the school environment more inclusive for 
neurodiverse children. 
• Allows pupils with different sensory needs to 
participate more fully in school life. 
 

         Promotes Mindfulness and Relaxation 
• Encourages quiet time and mindfulness 

practices. 
• Can be used for guided breathing, meditation, or 

gentle movement. 
 

       Enhances Motor Skills and Coordination 
• Equipment like balance boards, tactile panels, 

and soft play areas help develop fine and gross 
motor skills. The soft glow and rhythmic motions 
can reduce anxiety and stress. 

• Provides vestibular (balance) stimulation, which is crucial for spatial 
awareness and coordination. 

 

      Supports Communication and Social Skills 
• Can be used in small groups to encourage interaction in a low-

pressure setting. 
• Helps children express themselves through sensory play. 

 

       Tailored Support for Individual Needs 
• Can be adapted for different age groups 

and developmental stages. 
• Offers personalized sensory experiences 

based on each child’s needs. 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 



 

St Mary’s Primary School 
and Nursery Unit 

 

NURSERY AND PRIMARY ENROLMENT  
September 2026 

DIGITAL APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

NURSERY PLACES  for those born on or between 2 July 2022 and 1 July 2023 

PRIMARY PLACES  for those born on or between 2 July 2021 and 1 July 2022 

 

ST MARY’S OPEN MORNING 
 Monday 15th December  

9.30-10.30am 
 

For parents considering applications to the 
Nursery Unit or Primary School in September 2026. 

The meeting will provide a brief overview of the digital 
application process at 9.30am in the school hall followed by a 

tour of the school facilities. 
 

EA Connect Online Application Process Details: 
Parents can apply online from  

12 noon 7th January to 12 noon on 21st January. 
All supporting documents to be submitted by 4pm 26th January 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Please log on to: www.eani.org.uk/admissions for more information. 
 



 

St Mary’s Primary School Improvement Plan 2025 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 
Maths Toolkit 

 
Learning strategies 

to solve number 
word Problems. 
Using our maths 

knowledge 

World Around Us 
STEM Challenges 

 
Trying ideas and thinking 

about how things work 

Apply science and 
maths knowledge to 

solve problems 

ICT 
Animation & 
Greenscreen 

 
Presenting our work 

creatively and 
thinking about how 
we could improve it 

for next time. 

Literacy 
Reciprocal 

Reading 
 

Developing 
reading, predicting, 

summarizing, 
teamwork skills 

Reasoning 
Suggesting why 
things happen 

Creativity 
Thinking of 

different ways 
to solve a 
problem 

Predicting 
Guessing 

what might 
happen next 

Explaining  
Telling others 
how you got 
your answer 

Evaluating 
What would you do 

differently next time? 

Investigating 
Asking good 

questions 

Knowledge 
using facts 
you already 

know 
Communicating 

with others by 
listening and talking 

Strategic Focus: Problem Solving and Decision Making 


