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Dear Parents,
On behalf of the staff and the Board of Management of Ransboro School, I would like to welcome you to the 2025-2026 school year. I hope that you all had a relaxing and restful summer break and wish you a healthy and happy year ahead. We were delighted to welcome back all our pupils on the 28th of August, and we extend a warm welcome to our new 27 Junior Infants, who are settling very well into primary school under the care of Mrs Timoney, Ms Hynes and Ms Rolf. We also welcome the new children throughout the school who have joined us this year. We hope that you will all be very happy in Ransboro National School. 
It has been a very busy few weeks back at school already. I have put some pictures from some of the class display boards for you to see.
School Staff
Ms Gerardine Galvin has been appointed as the job share partner of Mrs Mc Grath again this year. Ms Galvin and Mrs Mc Grath will work as part of the SET team.
We are delighted to welcome back Natasha our school secretary from her maternity leave. 
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Aladdin.
All books and copies and folders were in school for the children when they returned for the new academic year. Natasha has set up payment links for the payment of Art + Craft and Photocopying in all classes. This is 50 euro per child . Thank you for the payments we have received already. 
Sports.
Athletics
Ms Wetherald supported by the teachers from 3rd 4th 5th and 6th has been running off heats to select children to participate in the Sligo Sports and Recreation Athletics Fest and the Cross-Country event. The Athletics Fest will take place on Thursday 25th  September with the Cross Country on Saturday 27th September 
Rugby Blitz
A rugby blitz for 3rd + 4th class will take place this Thursday 11th September. 
Swimming starts up again on Thursday 11th September with children from 6thclass beginning their 8 week block of lessons.4th class will join them next week for a block of 7 lessons. Letters have been sent out to those classes.
Ag Sugradh Le cheile.
Ms Wetherald is organising a date for the ‘ag sugradh le cheile’ programme to take place. Junior and Senior infant parents will be informed more about this fun active afternoon for the children and a parent as soon as the date is confirmed.
Events coming up
We will be taking part in the Mini 7’s football which will be starting later in the term for the senior classes . 5th class will also be given the opportunity to take part in the Tri hero’s programme. Ms Wetherald and Mr Thomas will be in touch about these events.
Spanish
We were approved for Spanish Lessons again this year and Carmen Belen Garcia will be back teaching the children in 5th and 6th class from Wednesday 24th September. This year the lessons will run for 10 weeks. These classes are funded as part of the Modern Foreign Languages school’s initiative.
Stop the Bully
As part of our Bi Cinealta work , we have invited Pat Forde from Stop the Bully to give a workshop to 4th , 5th , and 6th class on bullying and its impact on others. He will be here on Friday 17th October and will have a session with each class. 
Music Generation
We are delighted to have Music Generation back in the school on Tuesday and Wednesday this year.  Nickie Wingrove will be teaching keyboard to 3rd 4th, 5th and 6th class for the full year. Aisling Clarke is teaching a 15 week Discovering Music programme from junior Infants to second class and in the Glen. Some of the younger classes will start their lessons in January.
Parking.
A reminder not to drive around the back of the church at all if your children come to or leave school via the church yard gate. Many children are using this entry point into school and to ensure the safety of everyone, cars should not drive around the church. Entry and exit to the church carpark is through the front gate only for cars. Please ensure that anyone who drops or collects your children is aware of this. 
Please do not use the disabled car parking space or the bus parking area at the front of the school.


              
Staff Training Days – Dates for your Diary 
Child Protection Training. All staff will have a training day on Tuesday 18th November.
Primary Curriculum Day 1. School will close for teacher training on the curriculum on Wednesday 25th February 2026.
Primary Curriculum Day 2. School will close for teacher training on the curriculum on Tuesday 19th May 2026.

Green School Flag
We will be working on our 10th Green School Flag this year. New committee members will be elected for this year. Ms Rolf will speak to the children about this.
The Amber Flag committee also needs new members so elections will take place in classrooms over the coming weeks.
Student Council 
We will need some new members on the student council so elections in 3rd class will take place in September. Our student council members stay in place for 2 years. 
Assembly
The children attended their first assembly of the new school year on Wednesday morning. The  assembly was to welcome back the children and introduce all the new children who have joined the school. We talked about working together, the fresh start every new school year brings and the importance of kindness- always having Kind Hands, Kind Feet and Kind words. We reviewed our Child Friendly Bi Cinealta policy 
We will be having another assembly this month looking at inclusion, being unique, belonging and everyone being part of the school family. I will be showing the video ‘Amazing Things Happen’ to the children when I talk about autism and I will also show the Sesame Street video ‘Amazing’. Both videos are excellent and can be found on YouTube if you want to watch them.
Dates for your Diary.
Presidential Election. Ransboro NS are used as a polling station so school will be closed on Friday 24th October for the election.
Half term: Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October. School reopens Monday 3rd November.
Christmas: School closes at 12pm on Friday 20th December and reopens on Monday 6th January 2024 at 9.00am. 

We are always happy to talk to parents about any concerns or queries you may have. Please contact Natasha in the office if you would like to have an appointment to speak to a teacher or send the teacher a note on Aladdin. I can be contacted on the school line or on principal@ransboro.ie.
Kind regards,
Siobhan Buckley.
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