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Dear Parents,   
 The weeks are flying by, and we are looking forward to the first half-term break of the school year.  The school has been very busy this term and lots of new interesting and exciting work has begun in classes. I have put some pictures on the newsletter of how the school corridors look at the moment – they are very colourful and full of the children’s artwork. 
Our website is being updated regularly by the teachers with photos and information. There is an online enrolment form under the Admissions tab for anyone who wishes to express an interest in enrolling their child next year. Our Admissions policy is available on the website or by calling the school and the Admissions Notice indicating the number of places we have available will be posted early January. 
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Staff News
 Congratulations to Ruth Goodwin one of our SNA team who is part of the winning Coolera ladies’ football team who won the county final. Some of the team will be visiting school next Wednesday 22nd October to show the children their cup. The children may wear red to school on Wednesday if they wish.
Ms Nicola Dunleavy a 3rd year teaching student from DCU completed her teaching practice in Mr Thomas 5th class over the past 4 weeks. 
Ms Emily Gallagher another 3rd year DCU teaching students will be in the Glen working alongside Ms Rolf and Ms Hynes from October 20th – November 7th and will then be working with Mrs Rutherford in senior infants.
We have been very pleased to welcome back some of our past pupils as transition year students over the last few weeks. We have a few more joining us for work experience in November and December. You may hear the children talking about different people in their classrooms. 
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Sport News
We have had a very successful sporting half term and the children have represented the school proudly at different events. Thank you to Ms Wetherald, Ms James and Mr Thomas and Mr Carroll who have been supporting the children.
The children in 5th and 6th have taken part in a rugby blitz this week which they all enjoyed. Two visiting coaches from Sligo Rugby Club will be working with the children from 5th +6th class for a few tag rugby sessions towards the end of November. This will be followed by another rugby blitz for the children which they always enjoy. 
Well done to the excellent performance of all our runners at the Sligo Schools Athletic Fest. The junior and the senior girls’ relays won gold, Martin in 6th class got 2nd in shot putt , Owen 6th was 2nd in the 200 metres, and the junior mixed relay got 3rd.
Congratulations to all the children who took part in the Sligo Schools Cross Country event in Rathcormac a few weeks ago. Both the junior girls and the senior girls teams came 3rd.  Jamie from 4th class and Grace from 6th class won individual medals. Good luck to all the children who will be running in the Connaught Cross Country finals in Loughrea this weekend.
The Mini 7’s competition took place this half term and both the boys and girls teams played really well and both teams won all three of their matches against St Johns NS, Carraroe NS and Strandhill NS. They have progressed to the next stage of the competition which is taking place on Monday.
The hurling and camogie teams also had great success with their first-round matches, and they are through to the next round on Wednesday 
Swimming for 6th and 4th class is ongoing every Thursday. Swimming lessons for 5th and 3rd class begin on Thursday 13th November. A reminder will be sent after half term.
5th class are participating in Tri Heroes. This involves 5 sessions with a visiting coach from Triathlon Ireland working on the children’s running, cycling and transitioning skills. This will culminate in a small event for the school at the end of the sessions. 
Active Flag
We are working towards the active flag this year, so all the classes are taking part in a ‘skipping around the world’ challenge. Every class is skipping for 10 minutes daily, and the children are really enjoying it. 

 Maths Week     
The children had lots of fun during Maths Week this week. Robothink did a STEM workshop for 4th , 5th and 6th classes. 3rd-6th class took part in a maths quiz in the hall , the winning team  won homework passes – a very treasured prize!  Junior Infants played Maths Games with their  class buddies and every class in the school engaged in fun maths activities during the week. Our IPADS were put to very good use with maths trails and problem solving . Mrs Timoney is running our social media accounts and has put some great pictures and videos up on our instagram page. If you are not following us and would like to we are @Ransboro. Teachers have also put photos up on our website  www.ransboro.ie
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Parents Association. 
The Parents Association are hoping to get some new parents involved this year. All parents are very welcome to come to the meetings. I will send a message from school when the meeting date is confirmed. 
Halloween Dress Up.  
We will have a Halloween dress up on Thursday 23rd October. The children may wear in Halloween costumes if they wish.  I have spoken to the children and explained there are no masks allowed as some of the younger children are scared of them. Broomsticks and swords etc will not be allowed on the yard in case of accidents.
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 Parent/Teacher Meetings.
Parent/Teacher meetings will take place on Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th November . As 4th and 5th  are larger classes there will be slots available on Thursday 13th for those classes too. School will close at 1.40pm on Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th to facilitate the meetings.Thursday 13th  is a normal school closing.  Each meeting will be allocated a 10 minute slot. Natasha will set up the booking facility on Aladdin straight after half term. As we did last year , you will be sent a text to inform you when you can book your appointment. 
Dates for your Diary:
Election: School is closed on Friday 24th October as it is a polling station for the presidential election. 
Half term Break:  School Closes on Thursday 23rd October @ 1.40/2.40
                                 School reopens Monday 3rd November 9 am
Parent Teacher Meetings: Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th November, school closing @ 1.40pm .
Child Protection Staff Training: School is closed on Tuesday 18th November for staff training. 
Christmas Concert: This will take place in Ransboro Church on Wednesday 17th December @ 1pm. 
Christmas Holidays: School closes on Friday 19th December @ 12.00
                                      School reopens Monday 5th January @ 9 am.
I hope you all have a wonderful half-term break, and we look forward to seeing all the children again on November 3rd  
Kind regards,
Siobhán Buckley. 
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