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Dear Parents,
What a fast and busy term this has been. The children (and staff!!) are all getting very excited about the approaching holidays.  A Christmas post office, and some wonderful Christmas displays have appeared in the classes. The school corridors look amazing with all the children’s art displays. I have put some of the pictures in this newsletter to give you a taste of school at the moment.      [image: IMG_6960.jpg]  [image: IMG_6962.jpg]  [image: IMG_6961.jpg]

Staff News
Ms Doohan and Mrs Rooney are both expecting babies in the New Year. They will be going on maternity leave at the end of term. Ms Roisin Cullen has been appointed to cover Mrs Rooney SET post and Ms Laura Curley has been appointed to cover Ms Doohan’s 1st class from January 5th until the end of the school year. We are looking forward to welcoming the new teachers to the school and are excited to hear some baby news from Ms Doohan and Mrs Rooney in January. 
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Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment.
Following work in all classrooms on kindness and friendships, we had a whole school assembly with the focus on Kindness and our rules for kindness in school always having ‘Kind Hands, Kind Feet and Kind Words’. We talked about our Bí Cineálta policy which we developed with the children last term.  I also spoke to the children about the Child Safeguarding Statement and the terms DLP and DDLP.I also explained what a risk assessment is and they gave me some examples of things they felt could be a risk.  I explained that it is my job as DLP (Designated Liaison Person) to make sure that they are safe and that the school is a safe place. They know that if I am not here then Ms Hynes DDLP is the teacher responsible for this. I showed them the new Ransboro child friendly Child Safeguarding Statement that will be in every classroom next term. Please ask your children about this, I have checked in with them a few times since the assembly, and they all seem to recall what we talked about. It is important that we remind them that there is always someone to talk to in school and that we always try to make school a safe and happy place for them. 
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Science Week
4th 5th and 6th class each organised a fabulous Science day in school that all the classes got the opportunity to attend. The children set up and explained in great detail their experiments to each class. There was a great buzz in the hall with all the children visiting each table and asking lots of questions. There was also a strong smell of vinegar in the hall for quite a few days afterwards!
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Christmas Concert
All the children from Junior Infants to 6th class will take part in our Christmas concert together. It will take place in Ransboro Church @1pm on Wednesday 17th  December. Everybody is welcome. It will be a mix of narration and songs and should last about 40 minutes. Junior Infants will be our angels, and we have the costumes in school for them. Senior Infants are our shepherds, and Mrs O Callaghan and Mrs Rutherford have been in touch with the parents about the costumes. This year first class will be wearing crowns which they made in school with the help of the TY students.  All the children from 1st-6th can wear a Christmas jumper or any colourful jumper for the concert. Children from 1st-6th may go home after the concert if you wish but school is open until 2.40pm as usual. All the children will return to school after the concert as we need to make sure we have everyone back in school and the children can then be collected if you wish. 
Coolera Christmas Pantomime.
Our 4th class pupils are the lucky children who get to take part in the Coolera Christmas Pantomime each year. This year they are singing and dancing as part of the Mother Goose cast. It is always an amazing show with lots of music, fun and laughter. It all began on Sunday in the Hawks Well. There are very limited tickets available for some nights this week which can be booked online or by calling the theatre on 0719161518 .
Christmas  Jumper day for Social Servces Sligo.
We will be having a Christmas Jumper day on Friday 12th December. We are asking for a small donation from each child/family. All money raised will be given to Social Services Sligo. We will have a fun Christmas day in school wearing the colourful jumpers with a Christmas movie and treats in the afternoon. Please do not go to any expense buying a Christmas jumper, a coloured jumper of any type is perfect. 
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Christmas cards
Thank you to all the parents for supporting the Christmas card initiative. We raised over 1200 euro for the school. This is being used to purchase more STEM resources, outdoor play equipment and sensory resources for the school. 
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Sport
3rd and 5th classes are halfway through their swimming lessons. 
4th,5th and 6th class have been having Tag Rugby coaching in November and December.
5th Class took part in a Tri Heroes with Triathlon Ireland. They had an hour coaching session each week for 5 weeks and finished with showing their skills in a mini duathlon event. Well done to all involved. 
Ms Wetherald’s class completed the ‘Dare to Believe Team Ireland Movement Breaks’ and have put pictures and a video up on the website. 
Writing Competition Winners
The children in 4th 5th and 6th class attended an online creative writing workshop with author Anthony Garvey before Half Term. Lots of classes from all over the country attended the workshop. The children were asked to write a story and submit it to the author and 7 children from Ransboro won prizes for their work. Anthony had a zoom call with all the children to announce the winners. We are very proud of Kate, Sarah, Faye, Saoirse, Michael, Amy and Amelia-Lily for their excellent stories.
Green Schools Update 
Last month Green Schools held elections in 3rd to 6th class to create a new committee as we are now working towards being awarded the Global Citizenship Food and Biodiversity Flag. Our new committee members are:
3rd Class
Connor Griffiths and Ellie Ross
4th Class
Rosie Hunter and Soren Probst
5th Class 
Mila Cawley and Ferdia Woods
6th Class
Aoife Cullinan and Matty Durcan
At our first meeting we discussed Food Miles and watched a Green Schools webinar all about how far some food travels to get to our tables and how it is important to buy food as local as possible to where we live.
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Feeling unwell
It appears that cold and flu season is in full swing already this year as we have had quite a few children and staff unwell in the last few weeks. Please adhere to the HSE advice and keep your child at home if they are very congested and/or running a temperature. 

Modern Foreign Languages
The children in 5th and 6th class have been having Spanish lessons with Carmen Belen Garcia for the past 9 weeks. Their final lesson is today. The lessons have gone very well and Carmen has engaged the children with a mix of activities, games, quiz and projects to teach the Spanish. 
[image: IMG_4801.jpg]   
Admissions for 26/27
Our Admissions notice for 26/27 enrolments will be published on the school website on 5th January 2026. www.ransboro.ie. It can also be requested by phoning Natasha on 0719168117 or email info@ransboro.ie There is an enrolment form under the Admissions tab on the website for anyone wishing to enrol their child. We have received a large number of enrolment applications already.


Dates for your diary:
School closes for the Christmas break on Friday 19th December @ 12.00 . 
School reopens on Monday 5th January @ 9.00.
On behalf of the Staff and the Board of Management, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support to myself and the staff of the school. We wish you all a very peaceful and joyful Christmas and every blessing for the New Year. 
Warmest Wishes,
Siobhán Buckley and Staff of Ransboro National School. 
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