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Dear Parents,
 Happy New Year. It was lovely to welcome the children back to school on the 5th January. Although the weather has been very mixed since we returned, we are looking forward to brighter days ahead and lots of outdoor yard time.
I want to bring to your attention to a few of the things that are happening in school that may be of interest to you. I have included pictures from the classrooms and the corridors again in this newsletter so you can get a feel of how bright and colorful the school is as we settle into 2026.
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 Music Generation.
The children are continuing with their music lessons every week with Nicki teaching keyboard to 3rd, 4th 5th and 6th and Aisling teaching music from Junior Infants to second class. The corridors are always full of music and singing on a Tuesday and a Wednesday which is so lovely to hear. Natasha has put a payment request for the Music Generation lessons on Aladdin. Many thanks to all the families who have already paid .
Sport.
Swimming  begins for 2nd on Thursday 29th January and will run until Thursday 26th March . Mr O Cuinn , Ms Wetherald and an SNA will accompany the children. 
A Karate taster day was held in school on Friday 23rd January. The children all really enjoyed it. We hope to have them back for our Active Schools Week in June. 
GAA coaching for all classes will begin on Wednesday 25th February and will continue until the end of the school year. 
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 Staff News: 
Congratulations to Mrs Rooney on the safe arrival of baby Charlie. Charlie arrived just before Christmas and Mrs Rooney and Charlie are very well.
Congratulations to Ms Doohan on the safe arrival of baby Sienna last Thursday. Ms Doohan and Sienna are very well. 
Ms Gerardine Galvin who was working in SET as part of a job share with Mrs Mc Grath, was appointed principal of Carns NS recently.  We were all sad to say goodbye to her but wish her well in her new job. Ms Orlaith Mc Kenna took over the post this week. 
Ms Laura Curley was appointed as teacher in 1st class covering Ms Doohan’s leave.
Ms Roisin Cullen was appointed as teacher in SET covering Mrs Rooney’s leave. 
We will have Transition year students in the school over the next couple of months -so you might hear different names being mentioned particularly in the infant classes. 
Projects:
Content Language integrated learning ( CLIL) - Ms James was the lead teacher on this project which involved Junior Infants, Senior Infants, 5th and 6th classes. It was based on teachers teaching other curriculum areas through Irish , the focus before Christmas was on PE . All the classes enjoyed this work and thank you to Ms James for leading it. 
Creative Cluster: Ms Green and 3rd class are working on a creative cluster project with 4 other schools. Karen Webster (artist) will be in school later this term to work with the children and Ms Greene on art work based on the local environment/area. 
Student Voice: Ms Hynes and Mrs Mc Nulty are working with the NCSE on the Student Voice project. We were lucky to have been chosen as one of the schools to look at this important area and share what we do as we develop our practice. We will be looking at Lámh  this term and our student council will be working with all the classes as we start our Lámh signs of the week again 
Stay Safe
The Stay Safe lessons are being taught in all classes this term. These lessons are mandatory for us to teach each year. An email with a link to all the lessons was sent out to all families so you can see the content and look at the resources being used. Worksheets will be sent home so you can discuss any of the issues addressed with your children.
Flora Duignan will be working with 6th class on 27th February as part of their work on RSE. Permission slips have been sent via Aladdin to complete. 

Talent Show
Talent show preparation is in full swing as the 6th class organisers are visiting different classes. There is great talent on show in all the classrooms, and we are looking forward to the school talent show later in the term. 

Sacrament of Confirmation
This year Confirmation will take place in Ransboro Church on Wednesday 22nd April @ 3pm. 
Sacrament of the Eucharist:
The children in second class will be making their First Communion on Saturday 16th May @ 11.am.


Catholic Schools Week: 
We celebrated Catholic Schools Week in school last week. The highlight of the week is always Grandparents Day. We will celebrate that special day later this term with a Mass and some refreshments and class visits. We will give plenty of advance notice for this celebration. 
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New Junior Infants 2026/2027
 This is a notice for anyone who is intending to enroll their child for Junior Infants next September. We will have our open afternoon on Tuesday 10th February from 1pm-2pm. Our application form is available to fill in from the website www.ransboro.ie  .The Admission Policy and Admission Notice are on the website under the Admissions tab. We have received a large number of applications for places. 
Due to the large number of children and adults expected that day, current junior and senior infants will go home at 12.15pm on that day to allow their rooms to be used for the incoming children. 
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School Tours 2026:
All the school tours for this year have now been booked. The classes will be heading on active tours with Cavan, Longford, Athlone, Letterkenny and Sligo on the bus routes this year. All the tours will take place during the week starting 15th June. 
Dates for your Diary Reminder: 
School is closed on the following dates
Monday 2nd February- Bank Holiday
Thursday 19th + Friday 20th February – Half Term Break.
Wednesday 25th February- Staff Training Day.
Monday 16th + Tuesday 17th March – St Patrick’s Weekend closure  
Friday 27th March – School closes at 12pm for the Easter Holidays. 
We return to school at 9am on Monday 13th April. 
We are hoping for a happy healthy term for everyone as the days start to get brighter. As always I can be contacted on principal@ransboro.ie
Kind regards
Siobhán Buckley.
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