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St. Joseph’s Boys’ National School
Telephone/Fax: (069)64161
Mobile: 087-6054162
E-mail: rathkealebns@gmail.com

End of Year Newsletter – June 2023.
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Thursday the 29th of June will mark the end of a very busy and eventful school year. This Newsletter is to inform you, the parent(s)/guardian(s); of the many activities and events we have participated in and enjoyed throughout the year. I wish to thank you all for your patience, resilience and co-operation.  It is a huge honour to be part of a brilliant team here in Scoil Naomh Iosef, who strive to ensure that your son learns, grows and develops to become an important member of their school and wider community and society.
Please note that school will close for Summer holidays on Thursday 29th of June at 12pm.We will re-open on Wednesday 30th of August at 9am.All school books, workbooks and copies will be provided by the school as part of book scheme. There is a charge of €60 per child for all stationery, art materials, standardised testing, 24 hour insurance and Aladdin communication with parents costs. This can be paid at the secretaries office 
Free school hot meals will be provided by Fresh Today from September for all pupils who wish to participate daily. Further information will be sent in August with log in details on how to order. Pupils will be provided with water bottles and lunch boxes to take home any uneaten lunches each day.
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Staffing:
We welcomed Miss Ciara Hayes to 2nd class in Nov 2022 as Ms Scannell went on Matertnity leave. Ciara has been a great asset to our school and will be missed. Ms Scannell welcomed a baby girl Zara in December and we are looking forward to her coming back in September.
In January 2023 we bid a fond farewell to Mrs Mary Wallace. Mary was a much valued teacher, colleague and friend to St Joseph’s BNS and also taught in St Anne’s as SET. Mary’s contribution to the education of the boys in Rathkeale will be forever remembered. She spent twenty one years here and her two boys also attended St Anne’s and St Joseph’s. We wish Mary every happiness on her retirement. 
We wish Mr Curtin continued prayers as he is continuing treatment at the moment. We look forward to welcoming him back fit and healthy in the coming months.

Classes for September 2023
2nd 			Ms Emma Scannell
3rd 			Ms Laura Williams
4th 			Mrs Aisling Brown
5th 			Mr Steve Condon
6th 			Mr Eamonn Roche/ Mr Mike Curtin
SET			Mrs Mairead Loughlin
SET			Ms Jenny Hickey/Mrs Eileen Curtin
SET/Deputy Principal Mr Eamonn Roche
SET/ Principal		Ms Hilary Pratt
SNA’S – Ms Ciara Lynch, Ms Bernie Naughton, Ms Mary Teskey and Ms Martina Wrenn

Curriculum Activities:
· We continue to implement the First Steps Writing, and First Steps Reading programme in the school.  We have two teachers trained as Mata sa rang teachers and this year a teacher was trained in the Maths recovery programme.
· All teachers attended one and a half days of training on the primary language curriculum in March and June 2023 and we are working on our whole school plan for the delivering the primary language curriculum in a collaborative manner.
· Staff also attended a half day seminar on the new primary curriculum.
· Small group literacy instruction continued for 2nd and 3rd class and 5th class.
· All teachers and SNA staff implement the Incredible Years programme in the school which promotes positive social and emotional wellbeing. We strive on positive praise and self-regulation which enables us all to fully participate in accessing the full curriculum.  Two teachers attended further training in the programme during the year.
· Standardised testing was conducted in May 2023. The Drumcondra English Reading and Maths Tests are standardised tests and you may feel your sons result maybe lower than you expected but this does not reflect the hard work and effort your son has put in throughout the year.  Parents should by now have received reports on their child’s progress and should you have any concerns, please do contact us and we will be happy to discuss.    The results of the Standardised tests in Maths and English for 2nd; 4th; and 6th classes were sent to the Department of Education and Skills by the deadline of in accordance with Department instructions.
· The Child Safeguarding Statement and risk assessment 2023-2024 was reviewed and ratified by the Board of Management as was our code of behaviour and antibullying policies.
· All teacher delivered the Stay Safe programme in March and April 2022 and the RSE programme was delivered in May/June..  This programme is mandatory for delivery as part of the Social, Personal and Health Education programme.
· As part of Mental Health week 6th Class took part in a Mindfulness workshop which focused on their transition to secondary school.6th class were also part of MOTUS a programme delivered by researchers in UL. They also did a 6 week transition programme to assist them in developing the skills necessary for transferring to secondary school and to discuss any concerns they may have around their transition. 

Sporting Activities.
As we have no pitch of our own we are deeply indebted to both the local GAA and Soccer Club for permission to use their facilities for many of our P.E. activities.
We are continuing  to fundraise for our AstroTurf ball court which the parents council will continue to fundraise for and  which we have received a grant of €2000 towards the cost.  If there are any parent willing to organise a fundraiser or interested in being part of a fundraising committee please get in touch with the school.

Sacraments:

6th class were confirmed by Bishop Leahy on Wednesday 15th of March 

First Holy Communion took place on Saturday the 13th of May.  

School Sports Day.

School Sports day took place on Friday the 23rd  of June. This was another action packed and fun filled day, with the added treat of an inflatable obstacle course and slide.
The Bloomers food truck arrived to fill us up for the afternoon with rolls and the extra treat of ice cream with cookies and sprinkles. Our sincere thanks to the local Soccer Club for allowing us to use their facilities.


Parental Involvement.

HSCL’s  Claire Doherty and Vivian Maher continue to support the parents. It was wonderful to see so many of you have the opportunity to engage in our woodwork classes in 5th Class, our Art and craft classes for 2nd, our family science for fun and our parents only cookery classes. We hope to further expand on our adult ed classes next year and look forward to welcoming you all to our new parents room with full kitchen and meeting space.
We thank all parents and guardians for their continued support of the school.


Parents’ Council.

We would like to thank the Parents’ Council for their support during the year. We appreciate the time they give to their work on the Parents’ Council.  This year they held a valentines Art competition and provided us all with hot chocolate and treats for Valentine’s day.
They also held a very successful Family Bingo night with some fantastic spot prizes kindly donated by local businesses. They raised over €3000 which will be split between the two primary schools.


Graduation Class of 2023.

On Monday the 26th of June we will say a fond farewell to our 6th class boys. We will celebrate the end of their primary school years with a Mass celebrated by Fr Leonard. A prize giving of plaques, medals, and certificates will be presented to the boys for school attendance, for their achievements in class, and on the sporting field.
We wish the boys from 6th class a happy time in their new school placement in August 2023.  
 

Return to School Wednesday 31st of August 2023

All Classes will start @9.10am (Breakfast club will begin from 9.00)
All Classes will finish @2.50pm


Close of the school year 2023.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The school year closes on Wednesday the 29th of  June 2023 @12pm


As a staff we wish all the boys and their families a happy, safe, and restful Summer holiday.

Best wishes and good Health to all,


Hilary Pratt, all the staff and the Board of Management of St. Joseph’s Boys’ National School, Rathkeale, Co. Limerick.




Competitions/Activities/Achievements of Pupils by Class: Please see below some of the activities that our classes participated in during the year.
2nd class achievements 2022/23
- Celebrated their First Confession on Tuesday 25th April and their First Holy
Communion on Saturday 13th May 2023. To celebrate, the boys joined 2nd
class girls from St. Anne’s for a meal in Rathkeale House Hotel. They also
attended the Novena mass for communion classes in the Redemptorist
church on Monday 19th June. To give back, 2nd class made a generous
donation to the Butterfly Club.
- 2nd class enjoyed many sporting activities including futsal sessions with FAI
instructor Cian in October & November, hurling lessons with coach Conor in
April & May and swimming lessons in Killeline Leisure Centre in June.
- 2 nd class also enjoyed weekly Music Generation lessons in Term 3 and a
music workshop day with James Anglum in June.
- The boys enjoyed SESE lessons this year and loved learning about topics
such as Titanic, Irish legends and climate change. They also enjoyed learning
all about Limerick with 3rd class and Mr. Roche.
- Our school tour to Let’s Go in Mallow was a highlight for 2nd class as was our
sports day this June.
Individual Achievements:
- Daniel Mullane won 3 rd place in the Community Games county u10
handwriting championship.
- Evan Reidy and Daniel Mullane celebrated success at local feis.
- Daniel Mullane, Harry Cleary and Leighton Harnett, as part of Rathkeale
Community Games u9 tag rugby team, came 3 rd in the county championship.

3rd Class September to December 2022
(1) Futsal coach came into the school for October / November
to help develop soccer skills.
(2) Scary walk around Rathkeale for Halloween.
(October)
(3) Garda / Fire Brigade visit to the school for safety talk.
(4) Grandparents Mass in October.
(5) Halloween Pumpkin colouring competition run by Folens in
October.
(6) Way of the Warrior Kid novel read in class.
(7) Peace Proms Concert in University of Limerick Concert Hall
(January 2023)
(8) I-pad work every Friday afternoon to revise / reinforce
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division tables.
(9) Guided Reading done on a daily basis where children worked
in groups to improve literacy levels.
(10) ‘Snowman for Carla’ colouring competition (December)
(11) Christmas Logs made in school.
(12) Mass on the 8 th of December for the Feast of Immaculate
Conception. Also crib and Advent wreath visit.
(13) Christmas cards designed and painted.
January – June 2023
(14) Irish Myths and Legends throughout the school year
including Setanta and the Hound, The Salmon of Knowledge,
the King of the Fairies and Fionn and the Dragon.
(15) Barnardo’s Online Safety course.
(16) Circle Time – Healthy Eating, Friendship v Bullying, How to
deal with conflict / insults, Being a Good Friend.
(17) Mary Immaculate students came to our school to do a
science programme on electricity and magnetism.
(18) Parents Council – Valentine’s Day colouring competition.
(19) Mass for St. Brigid’s Day and Ash Wednesday.
(20) Thursday 9th March – snowfall – built a snowman, threw a
few snowballs – great fun!
(21) St. Patrick’s Day activities.
(22) Music Generation (April and May)
(23) Croagh School of Music concert with James Anglim (May)
(24) Limerick Project including the history of the Battle of the
Boyne between King William and King James, King John’s
Castle, the Treaty Stone, famous places around Limerick,
The Liam McCarthy Cup and our brilliant hurling team.
(25) School Tour to Let’s Go Summer Camp in Mallow. Great day
out with the highlights being the ‘Zorb Ball’ and ‘Air Jumper’.
(26) School Sports Day on the 23 rd June 2023 with the following
activities – sprint and distance races, relay races, long kick,
long puck, penalty competition, novelty races and Tug-of-
War. Emphasis on Fun and Enjoyment.
4th Class – Mrs. Brown
· Breakfast Club
· Cross Country Running
· Fancy dress for Halloween
· FAI Soccer
· Spar Birthday celebrations
· Valentines Art Competition
· Mary Immaculate- Engineering week
· Mary Immaculate- Science in class
· Science week
· Art classes with parents
· Scientific Sue
· Barnardos online safety 
· Jersey day for Trócaire
· Music/ Drumming workshop
· World book day project
· Christmas cards
· Music generation
· Table quizzes
· Cycling
· Christmas Jumper Day
· Santa visit
· Peace Proms
· Swimming
· Hurling Coach in school
· Futsol Coach in school
· School Tour to Let’s Go camp in Mallow

5th Class – Mr. Condon
· Played GAA in Athea, Ballingary, Bog Garden u13.
· Tommy the nurse came to give a talk
· Scientists came to class to perform experiments
· Online safety talk
· Scratch from Ul Academy for children
· Trip to Ul for robotics
· Trip to Ul for peace prom rehersal
· January peace prom concert
· Joined the library
· Food science talk
· Swimming to Newcastle West
· School tour to Mallow
· 5 a side in Seanchoill
· Grassroots tournament in Seanchoill
· Cooked a fry and pizza
· Baked chocolate poppets, biscuit cake, gingerbread men, cookies, brownies, muffins, carrot cake,
· red velevet cake, chocolate cake, lemon cheese cake, rice crispy cake.
· Leonardo Da vinci, France, Titanci and project of our choice
· Lighthouse and beach artwork
· Drama: games, charades, mime, group improvisation, telephone conversations
· Switch tournaments
· Water fight
· Religion artwork
· Tie dye
· Kahoot tournaments
· Musical statues
· Maths games
· Wordle and nerdle
· Halloween dress up
· Hurling coaching
· Futsal
· Sports day
· Music generation
· Song writing
· Song performing
· Science week
· Loads of work
· GUIDED reading
6th class Mr Curtin  2022/2023
· We travelled to UL as part of the Academy for Children. We took part in a leadership workshop and
· we also did some rock climbing as part of the summer programme.
· We also did a 6 week coding workshop in UL. This was great fun and we loved designing animations.
· Futsol coach trained us in soccer skills.
· Hurling coach trained us in hurling skills.
· We took part in the spooky walk at Halloween time.
· We travelled to Killeline for some swimming lessons in June.
· We went to Mallow on our school tour and took part in zorbing, go karting and trampolining.
· We travelled to UL in January and sang as part of the Peace Proms Cross Border choir.
· In May we took part in a drumming workshop with Croagh School of Music.
· Music Generation came to the school to help us to compose music and songs.
· We went to Seanchoill and took part in various soccer competitions, getting to the semi final in the FAI grassroots competition.
· Maths Research Project – 5 weeks
· Woodwork Sessions – bird boxes with parents/guardians/grandparents
· Confirmation
· Karate/Self Defence
· Transition programme Cycling back the Greenway/Safer Cycling
· Breakfast Club
· After School Club
· Sports Day 
· Cross Country Running
· Non Uniform Day for charity
· Mackey Trials
· Sarsfield Cup Trials
· FIFA Tournament/Computer
· Soccer League – 3rd-6th
· Visit to Colaiste na Trocaire 


Message from HSCL
Dear Parents,
It’s hard to believe we are at the end of another busy year here at St Joseph’s. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents, grandparents, pupils and those in the wider community who participated in the various events we had in St Joseph’s during the year. Here are some of the activities we had here throughout the year;
September Coffee Mornings
In September all parents were invited to attend a coffee morning where they had the opportunity to meet with their child’s class teacher, the principal and HSCL to discuss the school day, homework, uniforms etc. These Coffee Mornings were a great success and we hope that even more parents will attend this year – we will host them again in early September and will be in touch in the first week of September.
Grandparent’s Day
In October we invited all grandparents to celebrate Grandparent’s Day and had a celebratory mass with refreshments afterwards for all the grandparents of pupils in both St Anne’s and St Joseph’s School. We were amazed at the number of grandparents who came and it was wonderful to see the very special bonds and relationships between the children and their grandparents. Special thanks to the Parent’s Council who organised the refreshments.
Parent’s classes
We were very lucky to host some Parent and Pupil classes this year. Some of the 4th class boys and their mams did Art and Craft with Maeve Cosgrave and some of our 5 th class boys along with their mams and dads did woodwork with Brian Mitchell – they made gorgeous bird boxes! 
Some of the mams from St Anne’s and St Joseph’s did cookery classes with Maeve Cosgrave – this course was a brilliant success....from Banoffie Pie to Black Pudding Pastries, we rolled out of class!
 Parents in 5th and 6th class were also invited to attend Parent Information Sessions with the Children’s Academy in UL.
Science For Fun with Mary Immaculate College 
This May 3 rd and 4 th class were visited by the STEM Team from Mary Immaculate College over two days. Parents were invited and they worked alongside the girls to discover Magnetism and Electricity, it was wonderful to see everyone so busy and interested and the boys really loved having their mams and dads visit the school.
UL Academy for children
The 5th and 6th class boys were very lucky to be involved with the Children’s Academy of UL this year, they had many visits from students and graduates teaching them all things STEM and visited the university campus also.
Attendance Initiatives
This year we have celebrated the children with 100 per cent attendance the end of each month with hot chocolates. The boys also received lots of prizes and certificates as part of our ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’ and ‘HERO’ (Here Everyday On Time) initiatives. The boys have really enjoyed these initiatives, sending your children to school every day and being on time is so important for them –they will make friends easier, find learning at school easier and not miss out on important and fun events at school. This year we saw great improvements in attendance and punctuality – let’s make next year our best year yet!
Home Visits
Thank you to all of the lovely parents who warmly welcomed me into their homes this year, I have really enjoyed getting to know you all. Home visits are a chance to chat about how your child is getting on at school, pass on information about clubs etc that are happening in school and the wider community.
I wish you all very happy summer and safe journey for those who will travel or go on holidays, we look forward to welcoming everyone back in September.

Claire Doherty – Home School Community Liaison Co-Ordinator
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