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St. Joseph’s Boys’ National School
Telephone/Fax: (069)64161
Mobile: 087-6054162
E-mail: rathkealebns@gmail.com

End of Year Newsletter – June 2022.
Wednesday the 29th of June will mark the end of an eventful school. This Newsletter is to inform you, the parent(s)/guardian(s); of the many activities and events we have participated in and enjoyed throughout the year. I wish to thank you all for your patience, resilience and co-operation through a challenging first two terms.Thankfully restrictions relaxed in March and we were able to resume some of the activities we were unable to do for the last two years.  It is a huge honour to be part of a brilliant team here in Scoil Naomh Iosef who strive to ensure that your son learns, grows and develops to become an important member of their school and wider community and society.
Board of Management: The Board of Management runs the school on behalf of the Patron, Bishop Leahy.  The Board meets a minimum five times a year and the members include Mr Richard Naughton as chairperson, the principal, parent representatives, community representatives, the patron’s representative and a teacher representative. I am hugely indebted to Mrs Triona Giltinane and Mr Podge Doherty who have been the parent representatives for the past number of years. Unfortunately, we are also losing our Treasurer Mrs Cathy O’Donnell who has been on the board of Management for many, many years. We wish her well in her recovery to full health. Thank you all for your valued support and contribution to the school community. (We will be seeking nominations for parent representatives to the Board on our return to school in September.)

Curriculum Activities:
· We continue to implement the First Steps Writing, and First Steps Reading programme in the school.  We have two teachers trained as Mata sa rang teachers.
· All teachers attended one and a half days of training on the primary language curriculum in March and May 2022 and we are working on our whole school plan for the delivering the primary language currilulum in a collaborative manner.
· 2nd and 3rd class were introduced to guided reading this year and small group literacy instruction took place for all in 2nd and 3rd.and have all been placed on a level that is suitable to their needs and ability.
· All teachers and SNA staff implement the Incredible Years programme in the school which promotes positive social and emotional well being. We strive on positive praise and self regulation which enables us all to fully participate in accessing the full curriculum.  Two teachers attended further training in the programme during the year.
· Standardised testing was conducted in May 2022. This year we changed from MICRA T and SIGMA T to the Drumcondra English Reading and Maths Tests. Due to this change in test your sons result maybe different to last years results but this does not reflect the hard work and effort your son has put in throughout the year.  Parents should by now have received reports on their child’s progress and and should you have any concerns, please do contact us and we will be happy to discuss.    The results of the Standardised tests in Maths and English for 2nd; 4th; and 6th classes were sent to the Department of Education and Skills by the deadline of in accordance with Department instructions.
· The Child Safeguarding Statement and risk assessment 2022-2023 was reviewed and ratified by the Board of Management.
· All teacher delivered the Stay Safe programme in March and April 2022 and the RSE programme was delivered in May/June..  This programme is mandatory for delivery as part of the Social, Personal and Health Education programme.
· As part of Mental Health week 6th Class took part in a Mindfulness workshop which focused on their transition to secondary school.6th class were also part of MOTUS a programme delivered by researchers in UL. They also did a 6 week transition programme to assist them in developing the skills necessary for transferring to secondary school and to discuss any concerns they may have around their transition with Connie Murphy, our youth worker.
Welcome:
At the end of March we were delighted to welcome to Yurri and Ievegen from the Ukraine. I must highly commend to boys on how welcome and kind they have been in helping them settle into school and life in Ireland. 
The Minister for Education Mrs Norma Foley also paid us a visit this year. We were delighted to show her around our school and to impress her with all our learning and knowledge.
In May we were delighted to welcome the Liam McCarthy Cup, Chairman of the Munster GAA Council, Mr Liam Lenihan and members of the Rathkeale GAA to our school. We had a the opportunity to get lots of photos with the trophy and we also welcomed the girls and boys from St Anne’s. A presentation was made to both schools of footballs and sliotars so that we can keep up the practice and become the next generation of Limerick GAA players.
Sporting Activities.
As we have no pitch of our own we are deeply indebted to both the local GAA and Soccer Club for permission to use their facilities for many of our P.E. activities.
We will continue to fundraise for our AstroTurf ball court which the parents council will continue to fundraise for and  which we have received a grant of €2000 towards the cost.

Sacrament of  First Holy Communion:

First Holy Communion took place on Wednesday the 7th of May @10.30am.  

Homework Club:

We welcomed Connie Murphy to the school in April 2021. Connie is employed as a family support youth worker, working between the two primary schools. She with the help of teachers ran 3 very successful after school clubs from October to the end of May. The boys took part in soccer, arts and craft, lego building and STEM activities. The School completion programme contributed to the cost of food and staffing. 

School Tour:

We were delighted to be able to go back to our school tours this year. 
6th class had a fantastic day in Ballyhass Lake and participated in the Aqua park, archery, zip lining and abseiling.
5th Class went on their tour in March to Limerick city. They visited King Johns Castle and had a great time at the cinema and supermacs to top it off.
2nd,3rd and 4th had a fabulous when they visited Arena 5 where they took part in Jump Lanes, Bowling and crazy golf.

School Sports Day.

School Sports day took place on the 17th of June. This was another action packed and fun filled day, with the added treat of an inflatable obstacle course and slide.
The Bloomers food truck arrived to fill us up for the afternoon with rolls and the extra treat of ice cream with cookies and sprinkles. Our sincere thanks to the local Soccer Club for allowing us to use their facilities.


Parental Involvement.

HSCL’s  Andrew and Claire and Connie continue to support the parents. It was wonderful to see so many of you have the opportunity to engage in our woodwork classes in 5th and 6th and our Art and craft classes for 2nd. We hope to expand on our adult ed classes next year and look forward to welcoming you all to our new parents room with full kitchen and meeting space.
We thank all parents and guardians for their continued support of the school.


Parents’ Council.

We would like to thank the Parents’ Council for their support during the year. We appreciate the time they give to their work on the Parents’ Council.  This year they held a valentines Art competition and provided us all with hot chocolate and treats for Valentine’s day.
They also held a very successful raffle with some fantastic prizes kindly donated by local businesses. They raised over €4000 which will be split between the two primary schools.


Graduation Class of 2022.

On Friday the 24th of June we will say a fond farewell to our 6th class boys. We will celebrate the end of their primary school years with a Mass celebrated by Fr Willie Russell. A prize giving of plaques, medals, and certificates will be presented to the boys for school attendance, for their achievements in class, and on the sporting field.
We wish the boys from 6th class a happy time in their new school placement in August 2022.  
 

Return to School Wednesday 31st of August 2022

We as a whole school community will continue to adhere to all protocols and guidance issued by the relevant departments in response to COVID and any Health guidelines issued. The start and finish times for 2022-2023 school year are as follows:

All Classes will start @9.10am (Breakfast club will begin from 9.00)
All Classes will finish @2.50pm


Close of the school year.

The school year closes on Wednesday the 29th of  June 2022 @12pm

As a staff we wish all the boys and their families a happy, safe, and restful Summer holiday.

Best wishes and good Health to all,


[bookmark: _GoBack]Hilary Pratt, all the staff and the Board of Management of St. Joseph’s Boys’ National School, Rathkeale, Co. Limerick.

P.S.  See you all on Wednesday, 31st of August 2022. The School calendar for the new school is enclosed with school report





Competitions/Activities/Achievements of Pupils by Class: Please see below some of the activities that our classes participated in during the year.
2nd Class – Miss. Scannell
September
Tour of all the important buildings/places in Rathkeale town
October
Halloween Costume Party
November
Futsol with FAI coach
December
Christmas Jumper Day for Temple Street – raised €300.00
January
Futsol with FAI coach
February
Futsol with FAI coach
March
Pond Dipping in Adare with Geoff Hunt
April
First Confession (Thursday 7th)
Swimming lessons/Artwork for church for Communion Masses
May
First Holy Communion – 7th May
School Tour – Arena 5- (Bowling, Jump Lanes, Crazy Golf)
Hurling with GAA Coach

3rd Class – Mr. Roche
September
Tour of the important places and buildings in Rathkeale
Nature Walk – identified and collected leaves
Mini soccer league with 2nd and 3rd 
October
Guided Reading introduced
Cross Country Running
Halloween Colouring Competition 
November
Cross Country Running
5-a-side soccer competition with 2nd class
Irish Songs in class (Bua na Cainte)
December
We cast mini figurines to show how Stone Age/Bronze Age people worked
Christmas colouring competition
Christmas Logs
Healthy Eating Programme
January
Egyptian project
FAI Coach
February
Soccer Coach
Project on the Vikings
Valentines Day School Fundraiser
Peace Proms Preparation
March
Leprechaun writing activities
Peace Proms Preparation
Irish Legends
April
Hurling Coach
Letter Writing to Mr. Dan Flynn, Keith Earls, Cian Lynch, Kyle Hayes
Swimming in Askeaton
Peace Proms Preparation
GAA coach visiting school
May
School Tour to Arena – 5
Water safety and coastguard helicopter visit
Aboriginal Art
3-D Fish Art
Peace Proms in UL

4th Class – Mrs. Brown
· Breakfast Club
· Cross Country Running
· Zoom Call with Davis Walliams
· Regeneron presents and Christmas jumper day
· Smart Watch making workshop
· Fancy dress for Halloween
· FAI Soccer
· Valentines Art Competition
· Collection of supplies for Ukraine 
· Geoff Hunt – Curraghchase
· Helicopter and Coastguard visit
· Peace Proms
· Swimming
· Hurling Coach in school
· Futsol Coach in school
· School Tour to Arena 5

5th Class – Mr. Condon
· Peace Proms
· League of Legends
· Woodwork
· Projects – France, Leonardo da Vinci
· Tin Whistle
· Joined Library
· Art competition 
· King Johns Castle 
· Cinema – Unchartered
· Astro – Turf
· GAA Coach
· FIFA Tournament
· Welcomed Yurri
· Geoff Hunt Plants around Rathkeale 
· Internet Safety Talks
· Water Safety Talk
· Swimming
· Helicopter and Coastguard Visit
· Norma Foley Visit
· Cross Country 


6th Class – Mr. Curtin
· Music in Classroom/Music Generation – 4 weeks
· Maths Research Project – 5 weeks
· Hurling Coach – 4 weeks
· League of Legends
· Peace Proms
· Woodwork Sessions – bird boxes with parents/guardians/grandparents
· Helicopter Visit/Water Safety Talk
· School Tour to Ballyhass
· Geoff Hunt visited and we went to Curraghchase looking at wildlife (flora and fauna) and also Robertstown Creek where we saw Estuary birds
· Swimming 
· Confirmation
· Karate/Self Defence
· Transition programme with Connie
· Cycling back the Greenway/Safer Cycling
· Breakfast Club
· After School Club
· Workshop in UL/UL Study
· Sports Day 
· Cross Country Running
· Liam McCarthy Cup visiting school
· Non Uniform Day for charity
· Food Collection/Ukranian Appeal
· Mackey Trials
· Sarsfield Cup Trials
· FIFA Tournament/Computer
· Soccer League – 3rd-6th
· Visit from Minister for Education
· Visit to Colaiste na Trocaire 
· Futsol 
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Deputy Principal: Eileen Curtin		Roll No. 18653V
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