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As we approach the end of the academic year 2023/2024, I’m sure if you have been following us on facebook you have seen a snapshot of life in St Joseph’s BNS and are aware of all the events and activities which have made this year a year of celebrating all out achievements both educational and fun school year.
Every one of the boys has worked extremely hard and to the very best of their abilities throughout the year and are now all looking forward to a well-deserved break.
It is not possible to thank everyone individually who volunteered, contributed and supported us this year so I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of Mr Roche, Vice Principal and myself to thank you all for your support, time and enthusiasm.
A huge thank you to our exceptional staff...Teacher’s, SNA’s and Ancillary staff. I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering commitment to the education and well-being of all our pupils. You create a happy and caring environment ensuring our pupils have the very best learning experience.
We wish Bernie Naughton, the best of health and happiness in her retirement. We also remember Mrs Mary Wallace, our wonderful colleague and friend who sadly passed away in October 2023. Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a hanam dilís
I am thankful to my fellow board members on the Board of Management under the Chairperson of Ms Katie Horan for guiding the school forward and volunteering their time which contributes to our school’s success.
Thank you to our Parents, Guardians, Grandparents for your support and commitments as I’m sure trying to strike a balance between home and school life had its challenges.
I would like to acknowledge the great work of our Parents’ Association for their support in many areas of school life here in St. Joseph’s throughout the year. We are very grateful for giving of your time so generously. Your involvement and collaboration have been instrumental in our collective success.
Fr Derek is a wonderful supporter of our school, nurturing our faith and celebrating masses. We thank him for his weekly visits and chats and for his spiritual direction throughout the year. 
Most importantly, I am very grateful to all our pupils for their hard work, enthusiasm and wonderful behaviour inside and out-side of school which has truly made our school a vibrant and inspiring place to be.
To the Class of 2024 and to those who are leaving us for new places, I wish you all the very best. I hope you continue to cherish the friendships you have made and memories you have created here in St Joseph’s B.N.S.
Have a happy, safe and enjoyable Summer, hopefully a sun filled one and I look forward to see you all at the end of August.
Hilary Pratt
Principal


We had a Blast in 2nd Class
I loved playing in the soccer tournament with Mr. Roche. I scored lots of goals and our team won! Woohoo! (Jimmy Mc)
Step by Step drawing in Art was brilliant. My favourite drawing was the Zombie. You could see his brains! (Mícheál L)
The hurling coach was excellent. We learned lots of skills and I loved playing the matches. (Jack D)
The Let’s Go School Tour was awesome! We did so many fun activities. Driving the go karts was the best! (Jack B)
I learned how to cycle a bike this year. I am really happy! (D.D S)
Swimming in Killeline was super. I feel so much better in the water now.(Denis S)
Building the King of Elements using the plus plus blocks was so cool! We showed it to all the classes. (Donnacha D)
Learning how to play the Ukele.

We had an amazing year in 3rd class, learning lots while having fun. 
Here is a list of our favourite memories from the year. We started the year with a book tasting (thank you, Ms Hartnett, for helping us). We picked out some books we would like to read during the year after sampling them. We loved the toothpaste and toothpick activity for SPHE, where Ms Williams got us to squeeze out a whole tube of toothpaste and then put it back in using toothpicks.
This showed us that sometimes our actions have consequences, just like in the book we read to go with the activity called “Mr Peabody’s Apples.” Ms Williams rescued a teddy bear from Mungret Recycling Centre and dry-cleaned him. We named him DB, which stands for Dumpster Bear, and he became our class mascot! We even took turns taking him home when the school was closed for the
holidays. We wrote a song about him with Music Generation, that’s how much we love him! We then read ‘The Christmas Pig’ by J.K. Rowling, which is about what happens when a toy goes missing. We had great fun making up DB’s backstory based on the book. We loved this book so much, and a few of us may have shed a tear at the ending. A project we really enjoyed was The Young Engineers project. Ms Williams was so impressed by how creative we all are. We invented some really cool prototypes, including a moving bridge, a homework robot, and a bin that converts waste into fuel. John from Edwards Lifesciences came to help us with our projects and told us all about his job as an engineer. Safe to say, a few of us want to be engineers now! We also got to do a Zoom call with Mark the Science Guy from RTE. Other Zooms we did were with Dr Rupa, a scientist for NASA, and a writing workshop with the Museum of Modern Literature Ireland.
At Christmas, a very naughty elf, Cheerio, arrived in our classroom after we wrote to Santa. He caused lots of mischief, ate all Ms William 39; sweets, covered the classroom in toilet paper, and messed up our library. We even found him in the crib we made, having a snooze!
A highlight this year was learning how to play chess. We did lessons in class and got to go to a tournament in Bruff, where we played other schools and got a certificate to take back to school.
During the year, we spent a lot of time doing projects and became proficient presenters and researchers. Some of our projects this year included the history of chocolate, endangered animals, native Irish animals, and the Titanic (where we made the most amazing 3D Titanic in art). We enjoyed learning about the world’s most dangerous ways to school and did projects on Mongolia, Siberia, Kenya, Peru, and Brazil. We did a project on the Galapagos Islands and even did one on designing our own school tour. Every day, we had great fun playing Globle and Wordle and trying to beat our high scores. We wrote down every word and its meaning, and we wrote down the mystery country, its flag, and five facts. Safe to say, we now know lots of new words, facts, and flags of different countries.
In maths, we enjoyed stations with Ms Hartnett and Ms Shorten. We also became maths detectives and thoroughly enjoyed solving maths clues and doing a maths escape room. In English, we read ‘The Christmas Pig,’; ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class,’; ‘Esio Trot’ and ‘Charlotte’s Web’ as class novels. (Thank you Ms Hayes for helping us).
As well as reading them, we listened to the audiobook too. We were beyond excited when we were chosen to be one of the junior juries for the KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards. We were sent five books by top Irish authors, which we had to read and score out of 100. Our top pick was Serena Molloy’s novel ‘Wider than the Sea’
One of our students, Sammy Flynn, was chosen as runner-up for the Reading Hero Award, and we were invited to the KPMG Children’s Book of the Year Awards in Merrion Square in the heart of Dublin. We had a wonderful day meeting authors and illustrators and watching Sammy get his prize. Would you believe we all got interviewed for RTE Junior too? We were all so proud of him! We even persuaded Serena Molloy (our favourite author) to visit the school. She is coming on Monday, 24th June, with her new book.
Other trips we went on were to Mary Immaculate College for a music workshop and a science workshop. We also had them come to the school to do maths and science with parents. How lucky are we?
We wrote a birthday card to the President, Michael D. Higgins, in April, and he replied with a picture of himself and his dog for every single one of us.
We had a lamb visit the classroom for a day. We named him Lampacino, and we all fed him his bottle and got to cuddle him. The school had chicks also, and we learned a lot about the life cycle of a chicken.
Overall, we had such an incredible year in 3rd class that it’s impossible to write it all. We visited the library nearly every fortnight, played Lego and chess every morning, did swimming, hurling, futsal, and learned how to play the ukulele and sang in the Peace Proms. We read lots of books, did reading buddies with 6th class, went on the best school tour to Let’s Go Camp, and even got to bring our teddies to school. If we had to sum up the year in one word, we would call it tremendous, a word we learned in Charlotte’s Web.

4th Class
· Breakfast Club
· Cross Country Running
· Fancy dress for Halloween
· FAI Soccer
· Spar Birthday celebrations
· Valentines Art Competition
· Mary Immaculate- Engineering week
· Mary Immaculate- Science in class
· Science week
· Art classes with parents
· Scientific Sue
· Barnardos online safety 
· Jersey day for Trócaire
· Music/ Drumming workshop
· World book day project
· Christmas cards
· Music generation
· Table quizzes
· Cycling
· Christmas Jumper Day
· Santa visit
· Peace Proms
· Swimming
· Hurling Coach in school
· Futsol Coach in school
· School Tour to Let’s Go camp in Mallow



5th Class Activities 2023 2024
 Robotics
Medical School
 Baking: Red Velvet Cake, Biscuit Cake, Cookies & Poppets
 Cooking: Fry &amp; Pancakes
 F.A.I. 5 a side Soccer
 G.A.A. Football
 Swimming Lessons
 Cycling
 Running
 Project: Countries, Olympics, Confirmation &amp; weather
 Peace Proms
 School Tour to Let Go in Mallow
 Oral Language with 6 th class every Tuesday.
 Drama with 4 th & 6 th covering mine, improvisation, tongue twisters, word games etc
 Fifa tournament
 Halloween
 Music Generation
 Mental Health Day with Motus.

6th Class Activities 2023 / 2024
(a) Confirmation Preparation and receiving of the Sacrament on 22 nd March 2024.
(b) Football training and participation in the West Limerick Primary Schools Championship.
(c) Music Generation.
(d) Reading Buddies Programme with 3 rd class.
(e) Grandparents’ Mass.
(f) STEM and Robotics – Building a robot, SCRATCH programming.
(g) Peer tutoring on I-pads.
(h) Transition year pupils visited the school as part of maths week – maths games.
(i) Halloween – Scary walk and pumpkin carving.
(j) Craft fair and bake sale in the school to raise funds for the astro-turf pitch.
(k) Christmas logs made and sold.
(l) In-Class novels – Cirque du Freak, Holes.
(m) Drama / Oral language programme with 5 th class.
(n) Peace Proms in the University of Limerick.
(o) Swimming programme in Newcastle West.
(p) Greenway cycling.
(q) Science visit to St.Anne’s N.S. for ‘StrongWomen Science’.
(r) Kindness flag presented to the school.
(s) Parent Teacher meetings held on the 13 th February 2024.
(t) Stay Safe programme.
(u) Class quizzes and Projects on both World Wars.
(v) Different genres of writing.
(w) Valentine’s Day competitions.
(x) Hurling and soccer coaches visited the school.
(y) FAI Primary 5-a-side soccer competition in Seanchoille, Limerick.
(z) League of Legends soccer tournament in Mary Immaculate College of Education.
(1) Academy for Children’s summer Transition Programme (UL).Kemmy Business School – Climate Change workshop and climbing wall plus team-building exercises.
(2) Academy for Children’s Graduation Ceremony (UL).
(3) School Website – feedback / advice from the 6 th class pupils.
(4) School of Medicine visited our school (6 sessions) and we were invited into UL to practice with the equipment we had been shown in school.
(5) Graduation ceremony
(6) School Tour to ‘Let’s Go Sports’ camp in Mallow, Co. Cork.
(7) School Sports Day
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[image: ]6th CLASS GRADUATION
It is time to bid a fond farewell to another amazing group of boys in 6th class. For the past 5 years we have enjoyed many happy memories together.
Thank you for the contribution you have made to our school. We would like to congratulate you for your many achievements both academic and social. You all worked so hard throughout your five years and I’m sure made lasting friendships along the way.






We celebrated their journey through St. Joseph’s with a special mass of thanksgiving
Wednesday the 6th of June with St Anne’s. Each child was presented with a certificate and a hoodie. Later we joined our parents and guardians for light refreshments and the cutting of the graduation cake.
To the 6th Class Pupils: It has been our pleasure teaching you in St. Joseph’s. You all worked so hard throughout your years with us and I’m sure you have made lasting friendships along the way. We wish you all the best as you take the next step on your educational journey. We know you are all well prepared for Secondary School and ready to move on.

Classes for September 2024
2nd 			Ms Ciara Hayes
3rd 			Ms Laura Williams
4th 			Ms Kiara Hartnett
5th 			Ms Emma Scannell
6th 			Mr Steve Condon
SET			Mrs Aisling Brown  (shared with St Anne’s)
SET 			Mr Mike Curtin
SET			Ms Jenny Hickey/Mrs Eileen Curtin
SET/Deputy Principal 	Mr Eamonn Roche
SET/ Principal		Ms Hilary Pratt
[bookmark: _GoBack]SNA’S – Ms Ciara Lynch, Ms Martina Wrenn, 
SCHOOL INFORMATION
• Our school will officially close for the Summer holidays on Tuesday, June 25th 2024
 ALL pupils will finish at 12:00pm
• Our SCHOOL OFFICE will be reopening from Mon August 26th to August 30th from 9.30am to 12 noon each day.
• School re-opens on Thursday, 29th of August, 2024 at 9.10am
• A fee of €70.00 is to be paid to the school to cover the cost of all stationary, Aladdin expenses, art and craft and photocopying.
• All books, workbooks & homework journals under the ‘Free Book Scheme’ will be given
out to pupils when we re-open at the beginning of Sept.
• School reports have been sent home with your son. Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher should you have any queries.                                                                                                                                  
[image: ]
image5.jfif




image1.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.png




