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Homework Policy

Homework Policy

Purpose of Homework

1. To encourage students to develop the skills, confidence and motivation needed 

       study effectively on their own. This is vital given the importance of life-long learning and adaptability for students in the future.

2. 
Consolidating and reinforcing skills and understanding developed at school.

3.    Extending school learning - for example, through additional reading or research.

4.    Maintaining the involvement of parents in the management of pupils’ learning.

5.    Keeping parents informed about work being carried out in school.

5.    Extending the time available for study.

6. Allowing work to be carried out which may not be suitable to a classroom situation.

7. Allowing preparation for future classwork.

8. Developing good habits and routines.

Recording of Homework

Pupils should record any homework in their Student Planner. This must be signed by parents on a weekly basis.  If pupils have difficulty recording homework in their diaries, parents should inform a Form Teacher.
Homework Tasks

Suitable homework tasks might include: -
	Investigations
	Interviews
	Simple Experiments

	Essay writing
	Learning Vocabulary
	Research

	Library visits
	Drafting
	Report writing

	Reading
	Designing
	Revision

	Drawing
	Projects
	Coursework

	Written questions
	Practical work
	


Methods of Assessment

Peer marking

Teacher assessed.
Oral feedback

Online Mark schemes

Coursework Mark schemes

Methods of Feedback

· Written communication

· Oral communication

· Sample/Exemplar provided. 

· Marks

· Grades

· Points

· Comment stamps.
Homework Clubs

All pupils are encouraged to attend homework club where they can receive individual help and guidance. Homework Club runs Mon-Thurs 3.10-4pm in the ICT room.
Setting Homework

It is unrealistic to be exact about the amount of time pupils should spend on homework as each pupil is unique with their own unique talents. If parents feel that pupils are being set too much or too little homework, they should approach the Form Teacher in the first instance.

Homework Rota

Students in Key Stage 3 have a Homework Rota that is set by their teachers at the start of the year. The rota is individual to each class. Please check the rota carefully and ensure your child completes the homework set for that evening. The rotas for the academic year are available on the school app.
Monitoring and Support of Homework

Form Teachers should ensure that students are using their Student Planner to record homework. All teachers should use the planner as a means of communication with parents if homework deadlines are not being met.
Subject teachers should ensure that sufficient time is given to students to record homework. The appropriate pastoral procedures should be taken when students fail to do their homework.

As with all aspects of teaching, it is important for teachers to have high expectations of their student’s completing homework, and to use praise and appropriate rewards for good work and / or good effort.
Parents/guardians will be informed if homework is consistently incomplete, this will usually be with a letter (Please see attached in appendix 1)
Additional support will be offered through homework club and teacher intervention.
Pupils, teachers and parents/guardians will be asked annually for their detailed opinions on the processes surrounding homework at St Mary’s College, by questionnaire. We encourage full response to these to ensure we work together to improve outcomes for our pupils.
Appendix 1
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Re: Homework

I have been having difficulty in getting ___________________________ to try their _______________ homework. They have now not completed three set homework tasks.

Please note that their homework diary should record homework set and provide you with the means to communicate with their teachers in this regard.

We run a homework club every Monday – Thursday in the College, from 3.10pm – 4pm, refreshments are provided for those attending.

We ask for your support in encouraging this and helping us support your child’s educational development.

Please complete and return the reply slip below.

Yours faithfully,

Class Teacher
(………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Reply slip – please return to Class Teacher

I have received your letter and will act on it.

Signed _____________________________  Date _____________________



Parent/Guardian
4

