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MOBILE PHONES/ MOBILE DEVICES
 
At St Mary's College we recognise the potential negative impact mobile phones can have on learning, student well-being, and the school environment. To foster a focused, safe, and positive atmosphere, the following mobile phone policy has been implemented. 
 
Rationale: 
 
· Learning Disruption: Research has shown that mobile phones can be a significant distraction during school hours, hindering concentration and reducing academic performance. To create an optimal learning environment, mobile phones are restricted during school hours. 
 
· Safeguarding: The misuse of mobile phones, particularly through unauthorised recording or accessing inappropriate content, can pose safeguarding risks to students and staff. 
 
· Bullying and Misconduct: Phones are often used as a medium for cyberbullying, harassment, and sharing harmful content. Limiting phone access during school hours helps mitigate these risks and promotes a safer school community. 
 
Collection and Storage: 
 
· All students must hand in their mobile phones to their form class teacher each morning. 
 
· Phones will be securely stored in the office for the duration of the school day. 
 
· At the end of the day, phones will be returned to students during Period 10, before they leave school. 
 
Early Departure: 
 
· If a student needs to leave school early, they may collect their phone from the office upon departure. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
· Students with a medically diagnosed condition requiring them to monitor their health (e.g., glucose levels) may keep their phone on their person. 
 
· Medical documentation must be provided to the school for this exception to be granted. 
 
· Pupils with caring responsibilities may need access to their phone during the day. If this is the case, please let us know. 
 
Consequences for Non-Compliance: 
 
· Non-compliance with this policy will result in appropriate disciplinary action as determined by the school’s behavioural policy.
 
This policy is designed to minimise distractions, safeguard students, and promote a positive learning environment. As always, we have our students’ best interests at heart. This policy will be reviewed regularly in light of changing technological advances.  
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