

ROBERTSON NATIONAL SCHOOL
MOBILE PHONE POLICY


Pupils

Pupils should not bring mobile phones to school or to school related off site activities. The only exception to this is in an emergency or with the prior approval of the Principal.  Phones which are brought to school under these circumstances must be handed into the office upon arrival in school and accessed only with the permission of staff.

Pupils who ignore this policy and bring a mobile to school, whether they use it or not, will be required to hand over their phone to a member of staff and parents will be asked to collect it from the school office. 


Staff

Staff members do not give out their phone number or that of any other staff member to pupils or parents/guardians. Mindful of the duties and responsibilities assigned to staff in working with children, it is vital that staff be engaged with children at all working times. Staff are trusted to use their phones accordingly.

In terms of data, staff are also advised to use any mobile devices responsibly. Staff may use devices to record any school-related work if they wish. Staff are trusted that they will use these recordings responsibly for school-related activities, e.g. on the school website, Facebook page etc.

Staff should also note that no unauthorised recordings of school business must take place. This includes all meetings and events. If a meeting needs to be recorded for any reason, all participants must agree to the recording before it can take place. Any unauthorised recordings of meetings will be dealt with as a breach of disciplinary procedures.

Parents, Guardians, Visitors and Others

Adults making phone calls while on the premises should ensure that they do not distract any classes. 

Adults are also reminded that they must not use devices to record audio, images or video unless specifically permitted by the school. Any meetings with staff should not be recorded without the permission of the staff member. Visitors must also be vigilant in terms of child protection with regards to recording children in the school. Visitors must ensure that they never share any media of children in school online, including their own social media profiles unless expressly permitted by the school and anyone appearing in the media.

Newspapers and media organisations are permitted to take photographs, audio and video of children for their respective organisations (permission is sought from parents for these activities). However, if there are children who have opted out from appearing in the media (see Internet AUP) they cannot be recorded. 
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