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Andrews Memorial Primary School
“Building a Legacy”

Andrews Memorial Primary School – Policy on Dogs on School Grounds

Dogs are not permitted on school premises. 
We know that most dog owners are responsible and take care to control their dogs. We also know that dogs are great family pets, and many parents and children get a lot out of having their dogs around. 
However, the behaviour of dogs when near other dogs and small children can be unpredictable. The nature of a school at busy times is such that over-excitement is much more likely to occur than generally would be the case. No one can be certain how their dogs will behave in an environment as dynamic as a school playground and the presence of dogs in this environment is potentially dangerous.
Dog fouling is also an issue that presents a problem in school as it is clearly unsafe and unhygienic to have walking traffic through these areas.
We appreciate that there are big dogs and small dogs and they have different personalities and characteristics but we have to have a policy that is fair and consistent for everyone.
This policy will be active as of March 2024 until further notice.
Exceptions
· We are not anti-dogs – there may be occasions when we want to bring dogs or other animals onto the premises to help with a topic we are learning about. 

· Professionally trained assistance dogs like Guide Dogs and Hearing Dogs will be permitted on the premises.  



Policy approved by the School Board of Governors on 12 March 2024
Principal: Colin Fulton BEd Hons PQH (NI)
4 Ballygowan Road, Comber, Co. Down. BT23 5PG
Tel: 028 9187 2075
E-mail: cfulton489@c2kni.net        Website: www.andrewsmps.com


image1.jpg




