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Building a Legacy

Andrews Memorial

Primary School

Summary of

Child Protection Policy
Andrews Memorial PS Child Protection Team:

Designated teacher:   Mrs Ashleigh Sims
Deputy designated teacher:  Mrs Alison Bovill
Principal: Mr Colin Fulton
Introduction
This leaflet provides a summary of our child protection policy.  The full policy document is available on request from the school office or via the school website.

All adults – teaching staff, support staff and volunteers in Andrews Memorial Primary School accept that they have a primary responsibility for the care, welfare and safety of our pupils. No concern about the welfare of any child will be ignored by staff in Andrews Memorial Primary School.  Children’s safety and feeling secure and happy in their environment is of paramount importance and it is embedded in the ethos of the school.

Andrews Memorial Primary School recognises the importance of a partnership between home and school but where issues of child abuse or suspected child abuse arise, our first and only responsibility is to the child.

As part of our ongoing work in Child Protection we will endeavour to raise children's awareness about themselves and to develop a trusting climate in which our children feel able to talk and share their thoughts and feelings.

 

THE SAFEGUARDING TEAM AT ANDREWS MEMORIAL

 

Chair of Governors:



Mrs C Nixon 

Principal: 




Mr C Fulton

Designated Governor for          

Child Protection & E safety :   


Dr L Boyce

Designated Teacher for 

Child Protection: 



Mrs A Sims

Deputy Designated Teacher


Mrs A Bovill     

Members of the team have clear roles and responsibilities in relation to the safeguarding of pupils within the school and these are detailed in our full child protection policy.
Key Principles of Safeguarding and Child Protection

The following principles form the basis of our Child Protection Policy: 

· The child or young person’s welfare is paramount;
· The voice of the child or young person should be heard;
· Parents are supported to exercise parental responsibility and families helped stay together;
· Partnership;
· Prevention;
· Responses should be proportionate to the circumstances;
· Protection; and
· Evidence based and informed decision making. 
 
The following diagram shows the procedures we are required to follow as described in The Department of Education for Northern Ireland publication ‘Pastoral Care in School s— Child Protection (99/10)
Disclosure/Concerns regarding abuse or neglect

Written record kept


Designated Teacher for Child Protection informed

Mrs Sims- Designated Teacher

Mrs Bovill – Deputy Designated Teacher


Principal - Mr Fulton informed Plan of Action discussed and agreed. CPSS/Gateway may be contacted for advice/referral decision taken.

 

 NO - referral

              

YES—referral 

Parents informed of school’s    


Social Services, CPSSS,    

concerns.                                 
Chair of Governors informed. Parents will be informed of a decision to refer unless the school is guided not to do so.

           

 
School will continue to monitor pupils as appropriate.
Categories of abuse

Neglect

The actual or likely persistent or significant neglect of a child, or the failure to protect a child from exposure to any kind of danger, including cold or starvation, or persistent failure to carry out important aspects of care, resulting in the significant impairment of the child’s health or development, including non-organic failure to thrive.

Physical

Actual or likely deliberate physical injury to a child, or wilful or neglectful failure to prevent physical injury or suffering to a child.

Sexual

Actual or likely sexual exploitation of a child.  The involvement of children and adolescents in sexual activities which they do not truly comprehend, to which they are unable to give informed consent or that violate social taboos of family roles.

Emotional

Actual or likely persistent or significant emotional ill-treatment or rejection resulting in severe adverse effects on the emotional, physical and and/or behavioural development of a child.  All abuse involves some emotional ill-treatment.  This is where it is the main or only form of abuse.

Domestic Abuse

Domestic abuse is threatening behaviour, violence or abuse (psychological, physical, verbal, sexual, financial or emotional) inflicted on one person by another where they are or have been intimate partners or family members, irrespective of gender or sexual orientation.

Exploitation

Exploitation is the intentional ill-treatment, manipulation or abuse of power and control over a child or young person; to take selfish or unfair advantage of a child or young person or situation, for personal gain. It may manifest itself in many forms such as child labour, slavery, servitude, engagement in criminal activity, begging, benefit or other financial fraud or child trafficking. It extends to the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of children for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation can be sexual in nature.

How can a parent raise an issue or express a concern?
 

I have a concern about my/a child’s safety

I can talk to the class teacher in School

 

 

If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Designated Teachers for Child Protection/Safeguarding 

Mrs Sims/Mrs Bovill
 

If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Principal

Mr C Fulton (Principal)

 

 

If I am still concerned, I can talk/write to the 

Chairperson of the Board of Governors - 

Mrs C Nixon c/o Andrews Memorial Primary School

 

 

If I am still concerned, I can contact the NI Public Services Ombudsman


 
At anytime, I can talk to a social worker at the Gateway Services or the PSNI Public Protection Unit Contact numbers below
Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

Andrews Memorial PS



028 91872075
Gateway Team(Social Services)

028 90507000
Out of hours emergency         


028 90507000



PSNI Public Protection Unit      


028 90650222 

PSNI Central Referral Unit
 

028 90259299           
NSPCC                                      


0808 800 5000
Child Line                                 


0800 11 11 

REMEMBER: 

If you have ANY issues regarding child protection or have concerns regarding the safety or wellbeing of any child in our school DO NOT hesitate to contact Mrs Sims, Mrs Bovill or Mr Fulton, immediately.
Disclosure/Concerns


regarding abuse or neglect


                                                


                                                        Written record kept


 


Designated Teacher for Child Protection informed


Mrs Sims- Designated Teacher


Mr Fulton Mrs McKersie- 


Deputy Designated Teachers


 


 


Principal - Mr Armstrong informed


Plan of Action  discussed and agreed / CPSSS may be 


contacted for advice / referral decision taken.


 


            


 NO - referral		              YES—referral 


Parents informed of school’s     Social Services,  CPSSS,    


concerns.                                  Chair of Governors informed.  			   Parents will be informed of a  			   decision to refer unless the  			   school is guided not to do so.


           


 


   School will continue to monitor pupils as appropriate.
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