Christmas Newsletter
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We’ve reached the end of term 1 and it is wonderful to look back at all we have achieved in school from September to December. 
Our second ever head boy and head girl in St Eugene’s were elected in October. After very tough auditions, Aimee and Barry from Primary Seven won the votes. They are doing a fine job so far.
The school council led by Mrs Mc Cauley meet to discuss school issues once per month. Ms Herron has been busy leading our Eco Green Team and leading our school to a Gold Active Travel award from Sustrans which we were awarded in the presence of the Mayor on 17th October 2025. Children were reminded of the importance of responsible behaviour around roads during Road Safety week from 17th-21st November.
Many of our children have joined the junior ‘CLASS!’ savings scheme with Derry Credit Union again this year. They have already saved an impressive amount.
Numeracy Achievements
Well done to our Primary 7 class who won the Mathletics competition for Term 1. Primary 7 spent an amazing 85 hours online and managed to get over 350,000 points!! Wow! They class receive will some yummy pizza and a movie as rewards for their wonderful efforts. As a school we have amassed an amazing 1,200,000 points on Mathletics, spending over 1093h 52mins online! Well done to all our Maths Wiz Kids during Term 1.
Literacy Achievements

An amazing 76% of our P4-7 pupils achieved their 100% target in Accelerated reading in term 1a. An even better 84% have achieved 100% in term 1b. All classes have been taking part in our reading initiative: ‘Non-Fiction November’. The children have been gaining knowledge and Accelerated Reading points galore! P7 were the class winners of Non-Fiction November. They increased their amount of Non-Fiction read by a huge 13% in one month! We also had individual winners from each class. 
After School Activities / Sports Events
The children have enjoyed our after-school clubs learning Mandarin Language and Bollywood dancing. Our Breakfast and Homework clubs are very well supported. These are run by our excellent classroom assistants. It is wonderful to be able to run these with our own dedicated school staff. 
Ryan Mc Bride Foundation have been providing football coaching for P6 and 7 every Thursday. Our school footballers took part in the Winter Cup in Sean Dolans GAC on Friday 5th December and performed extremely well.
Ballymoor FC coach the Primary One class on Mondays and Skill School run their games sessions every Friday. These bring so much enjoyment to our pupils and help them to understand the importance of fitness and health.
Our school Soccer and Gaelic teams (girls and boys) have represented the school in local competitions and have performed very well in their matches. These teams are ably managed by our own soccer and Gaelic stars Mr Kennedy and Mr Mc Kenna.
Addressing Bullying
We had a ‘Power for Good’ assembly for Anti-Bullying week on 14th November 2025. Each class delivered the anti-bullying message at their own age-appropriate level. We repeat our message of ‘telling someone you trust’ and we encourage all pupils to be vigilant for each other in school. 
Musical Performances
North West Regional College has invited our P4-7 classes to watch performances at Hallowe’en and Christmas. Our children really enjoy these outings and we consider ourselves very fortunate to have this association with the nearby further education college.
Ms Mc Nutt has taken the choir out to various venues to entertain the public with their joyous singing. They have been to Abbey House, William St Home, St Columb’s Cathedral and the Guildhall. They have been given the highest praise in all venues for their behaviour as well as their music.
An amazing group of parents have provided every pupil with selection boxes for Christmas and they organised the hugely successful Rickety Wheel on 4th December. All monies raised benefit every child in the school. Many thanks to them. Their support for the school is very much appreciated.
Through Foyle International Language school, we hosted a German Student, Pia,in Primary Seven for the month of November. To say that she praised the class and the school would be an understatement. It was so heartening to receive such positive feedback. 
Primaries One and Two performed the Nativity story beautifully for parents and friends in our school hall on Wednesday 10th December. It was amazing to watch them so full of excitement and joy singing and acting in the hall for the first time. 
Our Buttercup and Sunflower Classes delighted us with their Christmas carol singing. They are all bright stars. Both classes took a Christmas trip to Bonkers in Richmond Centre and also visited Santa’s Grotto while they were there.
Nursery provided Christmas entertainment for parents and friends on Wednesday 17th December with their very cute Nativity play. The Nursery children amazed us as always with their acting and singing skills. This was attended by the families and friends of our stars and there wasn’t a dry eye in the house!
The children in Primaries Three to Seven created a magical Christmas experience in the Cathedral on Friday 12th December. Their singing and acting in such a holy and special place brought the true meaning of Christmas to our celebrations.
We hosted the ‘Tuned-In’ choir on the morning of Friday 5th December. This was a treat for our whole school as the group created a party atmosphere in our hall and everyone danced, clapped, and sang along to all the well-known Christmas songs. They filled the whole room with joy. We had some spontaneous dancing from our younger pupils which was delightful.
Art/Fundraising
The children have made their own Christmas cards this year. Every child in every class had the opportunity to create two designs for their packs of ten cards and these will be great keepsakes for family and friends in the years ahead. All proceeds from the sale of the cards (£5) will go to provide additional resources which will benefit the whole school.  Your support is much appreciated.
[image: Christmas History, Date, Origin ...]And our most recent piece of exciting news is that Santa has arrived early in St Eugene’s for the third year!! We have been gifted with 30 new iPads, plus protective covers and a mobile charging trolley. Santa must have seen our amazing children and thought we deserved a very special gift. We are so lucky that Santa has been so kind to us. We will certainly make very good use of these new iPads in 2026 and beyond. 
Applying for Nursery and Primary One
Applications for Nursery and Primary One will go live through https://www.eani.org.uk at 12 noon on Friday 7th January and will close at 12 noon on Wednesday 21st January 2026.  If you have any queries or difficulty submitting the application, please contact the school office.  Please recommend our school to any friends or family who may have school age children.
Children are due back to school on Monday 5 January 2026.  Breakfast Club and Homework Club will be available from that day.
Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Carmel Mc Cauley who has been teaching our Primary Two class this term. She has secured a position in an advisory role within Education Authority and will be moving on from St Eugene’s. We will be sad to see her go but wish her every success in her new job.
Good luck, Mrs Mc Cauley! 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a wonderful 2026.  Thank you for your continued support. It means so much more than you know.
From All at St. Eugene’s Primary School and Nursery Unit.
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