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Homework Policy will be completed annually, and EA advice sought where necessary.

Mission Statement

At St Eugene’s Primary School and Nursery Unit, we are committed to creating a faith-filled, safe and inclusive environment where every child is encouraged to do their best, grow in confidence, and develop a lifelong love of learning.

We believe in nurturing each pupil’s unique potential through our strong Catholic ethos, encouraging kindness, respect, and development of talents.

Together with families and the wider community, we strive to build a foundation for happy, healthy, and successful futures. 

The setting of homework has always been a tradition in St Eugene’s Primary School & Nursery Unit and recent audits of our stakeholders reveal that it is considered by teachers, parents/carers and pupils to be an intrinsic part of school life.
As children progress through the school, more will be expected of them in content and in the length of time spent on work at home. We see homework as being an essential link between home and school, where parents can be involved positively in their child’s education.

AIMS:
i. to consolidate, reinforce and extend the skills, knowledge and understanding developed in the classroom
ii. to increase a parent’s/carer’s involvement in the educational development of his/her child
iii. to assist with the development of an effective partnership between school and parents
iv. to give parents/carers insight into the learning their children are doing in school
v. to establish habit and the skills needed for independent study


It is vital for the pupils that there is consistency in the approach to setting homework throughout the school. Because of this the following is normally the case when setting homework:
i. the same type of work will be set for the whole class, although it may vary in level of difficulty depending on the ability of the child
ii. homework will normally be related to work currently being covered in class
iii. year groups will work together to ensure a consistency of approach

As part of the year group parent/carer induction meetings held in October of each year, a brief general explanation of what homework will be set in each class will be given as part of the presentation. The following general guidelines apply to all year groups:

GENERAL GUIDELINES
• It is essential that good habits are formed early, so the presentation of homework in terms of lay-out, handwriting and “working out” should comply, as far as possible, with the standards we expect in school. Homework should be dated and signed by a parent or responsible adult
• Homework should never be too onerous, nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family
• Parents/carers should inform their child’s teacher if their child is experiencing persistent difficulties with the completion of homework tasks.
• The amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older.
• Homework will not necessarily always come in the form of a written task.
• Homework is normally set four nights a week (it may not always be a written homework and maybe online) for all classes
i.e. Monday – Thursday night and should reflect a child’s age and ability.
• Homework is not set for completion over the weekend, this includes a Friday night.
• Homework will not be set for completion during school holidays.
• Reading, the learning of spellings and mathematical facts/tables/mental arithmetic activities form essential elements of all homework set.
• Parents/carers are requested to sign all written homework and/or homework diaries and explanation sheets.
• In Primary 2 – Primary 7 spellings are set Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday night. The children should revise the week’s spellings on a Thursday for a spelling test on a Friday.
• Homework or classwork will not be provided for children if holidays are taken during term time.
• There may be occasions when no homework will be set. These occasions may arise due to an individual pupil reward, class reward, or in connection to a special event happening.
• If a homework activity is taking too long to complete, (assuming the child has been consistent in trying to complete the given tasks) parents/carers should countersign unfinished work as having taken the allocated time. This should never cause the child any consequences upon returning the unfinished activity/tasks to the class teacher.
• Teachers should encourage parents to make an appointment to speak to themselves if there is a persistent issue with homework to ensure the child gets the appropriate support to ensure continuity of learning.
• Homework will be marked regularly and in line with the school’s Marking Policy.
(Reference: Marking Policy)
• Yr6 and Yr7) may /will have their homework posted online in Google Classroom weekly and this may vary in type and duration depending on the time of year and projects being undertaken at the time.

The Nature of Homework
It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations and outcomes. It is important to remember that when setting homework there are a number of points to consider:
Homework normally consists of:
• Reading.
• Phonics/spellings.
• Mathematical facts/tables/mental arithmetic activities.
• Written activity (Normally Literacy, Numeracy or topic based).
On occasions a written task/activity may not be set, as the homework may include research activities, preparation for class talks/School Assemblies/Masses/Show & Tell events etc.
Foundation Stage / Key Stage 1

The following are examples of the types of homework which may be given:
• Learning letter sounds and individual spellings.
• Learning to read and spell high frequency words.
• Reading - Children are encouraged to read each day.
• Literacy and Numeracy activities linked to the developmental stage of the child.
• Tasks/activities relating to number bonds, multiplication tables etc.
• Finding out information about a topic by talking to an adult.
• Homework may be topic related, for example bringing something into school.

Key Stage 2
It is important that pupils should gradually get into the habit of being expected to work at home. They should be encouraged to develop personal study skills which require them to devote regular periods of time to studying on their own. By the time pupils reach Year 7 their homework programme covers a wide range of tasks/activities and curriculum content. This should not only benefit their learning but also assist the transition into the post-primary sector.

The following are examples of the types of homework which may be given:
• Learning to read and spell medium frequency words.
• Learning more complex spelling patterns and rules.
• Sustained reading - Reading book/Accelerated Reading texts/Library book to be taken home and children to be encouraged to read each day.
• Activities/tasks relating to multiplication tables, calculation strategies, shape & space and measurements etc (this is not an exhaustive list).
• Mathematical concepts including problem solving.
• Research activities/tasks.
• RE reading and discussion with parents about the work covered each week.


The Role of the Child
• To ensure that they have everything they need to complete homework each night.
• To make sure they understand the tasks/activities set.
• To write task/activity clearly in their homework diaries or access it online on Google Classroom.
• To put the same level of effort into homework as would be expected of class work.
• To hand homework in on time.
• To take on board any feedback they receive about homework.

The Role of Teacher
Teachers should provide:
• guidance on how homework can be completed. This may be done through the parent-teacher meetings held in October each year, dojo message or written communication.
· deadlines for completion of homework; praise for presentation and/or completion to a good standard (Rewards for consistently prepared homework could be given, as well as free nights from written homework etc.)
• support and guidance for parents/carers.
• alerts to parents if there is a problem with either the frequency or standard of homework being presented by their child.

The Role of Parents/Carer
If our homework policy is to be successful in achieving our aims, then parents/carers must be clear about the ways in which they can support their children.
We will encourage parents/carers to:
• provide a reasonably suitable place in which pupils can do their homework.
• take an interest in the homework being undertaken.
• make it clear to pupils that they value homework.
• always encourage their child to complete the homework to the best of their ability and return it to school on time.
• always praise their child’s efforts for completing their homework.
• sign written homework and/or their child’s homework diary/explanation sheet each
night when the homework has been done to your satisfaction.
• reinforce prayers which have been learned in school.

HOMEWORK GUIDELINES FOR EACH YEAR GROUP
YEAR GROUP TIME ALLOCATION
(Approximate and maximum time to be spent each night)
Includes all homework activities.
MAXIMUM NUMBER of WRITTEN/LEARNING HOMEWORKS PER WEEK
(In addition to spellings, tables and reading)
Primary 1 and Primary 2   20 minutes

Primary 3 and Primary 4  30 minutes 

Primary 5  40-45 minutes

Primary 6 and Primary 7  45-50 minutes
If your child takes a significantly longer time, you should inform the class teacher so that the work set may be adjusted to suit the child.
Children will have a piece of reading homework on most nights of the week.
Reading for enjoyment should be always encouraged.

Monitoring Arrangements
As with other policies, we should constantly be monitoring the impact which these have on standards.
This monitoring will be undertaken by:
• the senior leadership team who will monitor the amount of homework given and types of activities
set and look at examples of homework tasks.
• critical reflection by the class teacher.
Review
A full review of procedures will be completed annually, and EA advice sought where necessary.
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