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St. Teresa’s Newsletter September 2024,
Dear Parents,
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of September already.  As usual it has been a busy time getting settled back in with lots of activity over the last few weeks.
Congratulations to everyone on settling back so well into the new school year. 
· A very warm welcome to the following children who have joined us in Junior Infants: Patrick McLoughlin, Alise Vietniece, Eimile Horan, Enes Barutcuoglu, Cailean Charters, Miya Kelly, James Sherwin, Conor McSharry, Shay Clarke, Alannah Clancy McLoughlin, Brodie Keogh  to Gabriela Spironoka who has joined us in 1st Class,  Viktorija Spironoka and Jack Keogh who have joined us in 2nd Class, Raivis Spironoka who has joined us in 5th Class, Janis Spironoka who has joined us in 6th Class,  and to our new teaching staff Ms. Ciara Maguire, Ms. Shannon Corcoran and Ms. Corena Harte.
Activities that have taken place/will take place include:
· Cross Country 2024: Well done to the children from 3rd – 6th class who competed in Rathcormac last Saturday, 21st September. They were absolutely fantastic. A massive thanks to Kitty Conlon, Ms. Corcoran, Clair Stallard and Ms. McHugh for all the training and preparing the children for the Cross Country after school.

· GAA Coaching: James Mitchell has commenced coaching on Thursdays and will continue up until mid-term break.

· Tennis Coaching: Mark Writz commenced coaching Friday, 20th September for 4 weeks up to and including Friday, 11th October.

· A reminder, as previously notified, that there is a Primary Maths Curriculum training day for staff of St. Teresa’s N.S. on Wednesday, 9th October 2024 so the school will be closed for all pupils on this day. 

· As part of the STEM grant awarded to us last year, Ms. McHugh has arranged for all classes to take part in some coding workshops. These begin on Wednesday, 16th October 2024 and run for 4 weeks, up to and including, Wednesday, 13th Novemeber.

· Parent – Teacher Meetings are taking place on the week of the 11th November. Please note that the school will close at 2:40pm Tuesday, 12th November and Thursday, 14th November to facilitate the meetings.

· We will be involved in the Creative Schools Programme again this school year. As we learn more about what is involved this year we will keep you informed.

· Swimming lessons have been booked for 4th – 6th classes for the last term for 6 weeks – further information will follow after Christmas.

· Confirmation will take place on Wednesday, 9th April 2025.

· First Confession will take place on Tuesday, 6th May 2025.

· First Communion will take place on Saturday, 17th May 2025.

Official School Opening:

· As you are aware, the official opening of the extended and refurbished school building takes place on Friday, 25th October 2024. The celebrations will take the following order:

1. Mass with Bishop Paul Connell at 11:00am in St. Therese's Church;
2. Blessing of the school at 12:00 noon;
3. Raising of our Amber Flag; 
4. Tour of the school building/grounds;
5. Refreshments will be served in the village hall after;
· There is an open invitation to all and the wider community to join us on Friday, 25th October. Spread the word!
· We are hoping to do a photo story on the day. We would appreciate it if any of you or any family members/neighbours would have any old photographs from both Ballintogher old national school and Crossboy national school as well as any from the original/current  St. Teresa's N.S. If you would like to send them in via email to ruth@ballintogherns.ie by Friday, 18th October, it would be much appreciated.
· The children will be involved in the mass, readings, prayers, offertory gifts, choir etc. They will need to wear full uniform that day, navy crested jumper, white polo shirt and plain navy tracksuit bottoms/trousers/skirt.
· If you cannot be in attendance on the day please let us know.
· A tidy up of the school grounds takes place on this Thursday, 3rd October 2024 at 6:00pm/6:30pm. It would be appreciated if we had as many as possible here to help. If you are available to help please email the school.
· As refreshments will be served in the hall following the opening we would be grateful if parents would contribute to this and help out on the day. There is a Parent's Association meeting on Thursday, 3rd October 2024, in the school, at 8:00pm. All are welcome and it would be much appreciated if as many as possible could attend on the night to help with the organisation of the refreshments for the official opening.
Internet Safety / Wellbeing: 
· CyberSafeKids, Irelands online safety charity, is running its annual CyberBreak, 24 hr digital detox campaign  from 5pm Friday 18th October - 5pm Saturday 19th October, 2024. Included is a Family Fun guide which is jam packed with lots of ideas including delicious recipes from Lilly Higgins, Cookbook author and columnist with The Irish Times, to help plan how you and your family would like to spend CyberBreak. If interested in the detox click on the link for further details
https://www.cybersafekids.ie/cyberbreak-24/
A Few Reminders:
· Education Welfare Act: Under the terms of this Act, all absences of children from a school must be explained in writing by Parents/Guardians. Absence notes should contain the following information:

· The name of the pupil.
· The reason for the absence.
· The date of the absence.
The note can be emailed to the school or sent in their homework diary.
The school must retain these explanations for inspection by the Education Welfare Officer. Please note that under the Education Welfare Act, if any pupil is absent for 20 days or more in any school year (September – June), the Board of Management and Principal are compelled to notify TUSLA.
· Many thanks to all those who have sent in payments so promptly. I would be grateful if any outstanding monies could be paid as soon as possible.

· No Invitations: Parents are asked to refrain from sending birthday invitations into school for distribution.

· School Uniform – We ask that children wear their full school uniform, with crested jumper and plain navy tracksuit bottoms/skirt/trousers, everyday.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please remember that, as per our healthy eating policy, treats are only allowed on a Friday, and as the word suggests, are to be small ‘treat’ size. 

· The next menu for the Hot School Meals will be sent out in the coming week. Please check your email for it. Choices need to be collated and returned to the supplier promptly. Orders will not be accepted after the closing date and time.

· Please note, due to Ms. Kearins’ secondment to Oide, for this school year, our DLP is Ruth Sweeney and our DDLP is Annette McHugh. 

Thank you once again for your continued support.

Ruth and all the Staff.
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