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Dear Parents,
What a busy few weeks we have had since returning to school in September! 
Official School Opening:
We as a staff, together with our Board of Management and the pupils, would like to thank you all most sincerely for making our official opening on Friday, 25th October a wonderful success. It was very heartening to see the huge numbers in attendance on the day. We would like to express our gratitude to 
· Our wonderful parent’s association who worked so incredibly hard behind the scenes in preparing and serving of a beautiful array of food and treats in the hall on the day and to all parents who helped in any way, both with preparations in the lead up to the day and on the day itself. 
· We would like to extend our thanks to Bishop Paul Connell for celebrating the mass and blessing the school, to Mary McGarry and Michael McKeon for cutting the ribbon and to Agnes Burke for the lovely cake she made for the celebrations in the hall. 
· We would also like to acknowledge a donation from Fr. Patsy and the Parish Committee towards the costs for the day. 
· Finally, we would like to acknowledge the wonderful children who sat so patiently in the church, who took part in the liturgy and the choir. You are a credit to yourselves and your parents and we are extremely proud of you all.
Buddy Benches:
We would like to extend a massive thanks to Bernie Carney in Checkout for her very generous donation to the school of two buddy benches. We would also like to acknowledge contributions to these from both Brian McGonigle of McG Bakery and Dawn Porter Hairdresser.
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Curricular Activities that have taken place/will take place include:
· GAA Coaching took place on Thursdays up to mid-term break.

· Tennis Coaching took place for four Fridays from 20th September -  11th October.

· Staff attended a Primary Maths Curriculum training day on Wednesday, 9th October 2024. 

· Well done to all the children who dressed up for Halloween on Tuesday, 22nd October.

· As part of the STEM grant awarded to us last year, all classes took part in Coding lessons – which included Scratch Jr, Lego We Do, etc, over four weeks, concluding last Wednesday, 13th November. Many thanks to Ms. McHugh for organising this. It was a big hit with everyone.

· Maths Week: Many thanks to all who sent in photos for our “Maths Eyes” display during Maths Week. The children loved sharing them with us.

· World Mental Health Day (10th Oct): We celebrated World Mental Health Day on the 10th Oct where all classes took part in some fun activities – making smoothies, making buns to share, Active Movement Breaks etc.

· Parent – Teacher Meetings took place last week the 11th - 14th November. 

· Music Generation: 4th, 5th & 6th Classes began ukulele lessons with Roisín Kilgannon on Friday, 8th November. 1st, 2nd & 3rd Classes will begin their Discovering Music Programme with Roisín Kilgannon on Thursday, 23rd January. Junior & Senior Infants will begin their Discovering Music Programme with Karl Burthom on Friday, 24th January. All programmes will run for 15 weeks. A letter outlining the costs of Music Generation for this year is included.

· Garda Visit: Many thanks to Garda Tara who visited all classes on Tuesday, 5th November and spoke to all classes about the very important issues of road safety.

· Many thanks to Katie Devins who recently completed a week’s TY Work Experience with us before midterm.

Creative Schools Workshops:
We are beginning year 2 of the Creative Schools Programme on Wednesday, 20th November with workshops with artist Peter Crann. Peter will be with us for a number of days over the coming weeks, working on a mural with all the children. We will also have a workshop with Fiona McGeown on Tuesday, 26th November as part of the Creative Schools Programme also.
The ARC Visit:
On Friday, 13th December, the Aquaculture Remote Classroom (ARC) which has been designed to raise young people’s awareness of aquaculture will visit the school and 4th – 6th class will have a fun filled day of learning all about “ A Seafood Way of Life”. For more information you can check the following link https://bim.ie/a-seafood-way-of-life/the-arc/a-seafood-way-of-life-the-arc-visit/
Advent Wreath Service:
Children from all classes will take in an Advent Wreath Service with in St. Therese’s Church with Fr. Patsy on the following dates:

· Monday, 25th November @ 10:00am;
· Monday, 2nd December @ 10am;
· Monday, 9th December Mass @ 11:30am;
· Monday, 16th December @ 10am;

New Website:
Our website is currently under reconstruction. We will keep you informed when it goes live.
Team Hope Shoebox Appeal:
Well done to all the children who took part in Team Hope Shoebox Appeal recently. A total of 52 boxes were collected in St. Teresa’s N.S.
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Staffing Arrangements:
We are delighted to inform you that Ms. Shannon Corcoran is staying on with us in a permanent capacity teaching the current classes. Ms. Lorraine Howley will return from her maternity leave on Wednesday, 4th December and will take over the shared Special Education Teacher role currently being undertaken by Ms. Corena Harte. 
Christmas Fair – Wednesday, 11th December:
· We are delighted to share that we are holding a Christmas Fair in the school on Wednesday, 11th December 2024. It will be open to the public from 1:00 – 4:00pm. The children are busy working behind the scenes making their products for sale on the day.
· There is a Parents Association meeting in the school this evening, Wednesday, 20th November at 7:00pm to organise help for the day.
· We are hoping to hold our annual hamper raffle on the day.
· Santa Claus: We are hoping that all the children will visit Santa Claus on the day, receive a gift from Santa and get a hot chocolate and a tasty treat after.
· Children are allowed to wear their Christmas Jumpers/clothes on the day.
A Few Reminders:
Education Welfare Act: Under the terms of this Act, all absences of children from a school must be explained in writing by Parents/Guardians. Absence notes should contain the following information:

· The name of the pupil.
· The reason for the absence.
· The date of the absence.
The note can be emailed to the school or sent in their homework diary.
The school must retain these explanations for inspection by the Education Welfare Officer. Please note that under the Education Welfare Act, if any pupil is absent for 20 days or more in any school year (September – June), the Board of Management and Principal are compelled to notify TUSLA.
Outstanding Monies:
Many thanks to all those who have sent in payments so promptly. I would be grateful if any outstanding monies could be paid as soon as possible.
Birthday Invitations:
Please note parents are asked to refrain from sending birthday invitations into school for distribution. This can cause upset and we want to avoid this for all involved.
School Uniform:
We ask that children wear their full school uniform, with crested jumper and plain navy tracksuit bottoms/skirt/trousers, everyday.
Healthy Eating Policy:
Please remember that, as per our healthy eating policy, treats are only allowed on a Friday, and as the word suggests, are to be small ‘treat’ size. 
Homework:
We ask that you check your child’s homework journal and sign it each evening.
Hot School Meals:
The next menu for the Hot School Meals, beginning Monday, 2nd December – Friday, 24th January, has been sent out this week. Deadline for return of the choices, via the link to the google form, was this morning, Wednesday, 20th November at 10am, as choices need to be collated and returned to the supplier promptly. Please note that if you missed the deadline for return of choices your child will not receive a meal from Monday, 2nd December for 6 weeks.
Christmas Holidays:
Please note, Christmas Holidays begin on Friday, 20th December. School will close at 12:30pm on that day.

We are looking forward to seeing you at our Christmas Fair.
Thank you once again for your continued, generous support.

Ruth and all the Staff.
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