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Policy for the Teaching of Religion in St. Teresa's N.S.

St. Teresa's N.S. is a Catholic school under the patronage of the Ardagh & Clonmacnoise diocese.  St. Teresa's N.S. is an inclusive school which is subject to the terms of its Enrolment Policy, enrolling children of all faiths and none and respecting their beliefs and practices.  The school models and promotes a philosophy of life inspired by a belief in God.
A Christian ethos permeates the school and the life of the school.  There is regular prayer in the school.  Religious Education is taught in accordance with the doctrines, practices and traditions of the Catholic church and promotes the formation of pupils in the Catholic Faith.  Children of other or no faith may use prayer time for reflection.  The children learn about other religions as part of SESE and SPHE lessons.  Children of other faiths and no faith may be facilitated in their classroom to work on other activities during religion time, preparation for sacraments and other Catholic celebrations.
We try to give our pupils a sense of Christian values but we recognize that it is primarily the role of parents/guardians to guide their children in matters of faith and religious belief.  Children are prepared for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation within the school, in their respective classes.

	Vision:
The school seeks to:
· Create an inclusive community in service of the common good
· Recognise the dignity of each individual
· Nourish the mind through a varied academic curriculum, involvement in the arts, physical education and sporting activity, and a commitment to moral development and personal responsibility



Aims of Religious Education in our School:
· To contribute to the religious development of our students
· To provide opportunities to deepen sacramental awareness
· To teach a curriculum that develops and challenges growth in moral awareness and commitment to the search for justice, integrity, the care of others and the care of the earth
Teaching of Religion
The Board of Management and the teachers have adopted the "Grow in Love" Catechetical Programme, approved and recommended  for use in Catholic Schools.
The programme incorporates the recommended approach to religious education for reception of the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation.
The programme is studied each day for one half hour.
Whole School Dimension
Art works of Christian significance may be displayed in the school.  The major Catholic and local feasts are celebrated with the children in class.
Such celebrations and feasts include:
· Feast of St. Brigid; traditional crosses
· Feast of St. Patrick; depiction of story and shamrock
· Lent; symbols of repentance and ashes
· Easter; symbols of resurrection and new life
· Advent; the Advent wreath / Christmas tree and crib
· Remembering the deceased
Liturgical celebrations:
· Feast Days
· Carol service at Christmas
· Blessing of Ashes
· Times of trauma or crisis and for other occasions, which from time to time are considered appropriate to celebrate or to mark
· At the celebration of Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation
· Family Masses throughout the year
Teaching Methodologies Used to Achieve Aims Include:
· "Grow in Love" Teacher's Guide
· Sacred space
· Giving children prayer experiences that are meaningful
· Sacramental and non-sacramental liturgies
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