St. Teresa’s N.S 

Homework Policy
Introductory Statement:
Teachers undertook the task of evaluating and revising the existing homework policy for School Staff Meeting 27th September, 2011.  Copies of the existing policy were given to all staff members for some time prior to the meeting so they could have time to formulate any issues they wished to discuss.  The policy was then discussed thoroughly at the meeting. All parents were furnished with a questionnaire to attain feedback on the area of homework within St. Teresa’s N.S. and this information was taken into account in the course of Policy formation.  The following is the outcome of the policy review.
Rationale:
· Time for review.

· Improve the existing policy.

· Focus on pupils who may be having problems with homework.

· Involving parents more in the homework process.

· Addressing the needs of the children within our school.

· Reinforcing the learning experienced by the child during the school day. 
Relationship to Characteristic spirit of the School:
Our school seeks to develop the individuality of the children in its care. The homework policy can support all three partners in the homework process, which would lead the pupils to work independently and take responsibility for aspects of their own learning.
Aims 
· To benefit pupil learning 
· Reinforce work done in school

· Develop independent learning skills

· Strengthen links between home and school

· Foster a positive attitude towards homework

· Prepare the children for the demands of 2nd level / further adult education

· Set baselines for homework across all classes while recognising the differences on teaching styles and needs of a particular class
Guidelines:

Who: 
All classes do homework suitable to their stages of learning and related to their curricular work.
When:
Junior Infants – 4th Class: Homework Mon-Thurs. (Reading and Words may be given at weekend) especially in Infant classes.
5th – 6th Class:  Home work Mon-Thurs.

Pupils will have a week to complete homework of subjects, which are timetabled once a week. If for any reason exercises (as defined by class teacher) were not completed or done to the required standard then pupils (whatever class) would be expected to complete these at home that evening.
Exceptions: Birthdays and special occasions (as specified by Class Teacher).
The following are the allocations for our school:

Please Note:

This is baseline for homework and include examples of what can be expected as homework 
Junior & Senior Infants. (10-20 minutes)  
Completion of exercises. Discussion. Reading 

1st & 2nd Classes:  (20-30 minutes) 

Reading, spellings, tables, 2-3 written exercises in English/Irish/ Maths or other circular areas. 
3rd & 4th Classes: (30-40 minutes) 
Reading, spellings, tables, 2-3 written exercises in English/Irish/ Maths or other circular areas. 

5th & 6th Classes: (45-70 minutes) 

Reading, spellings, tables, written exercises in English/Irish/ Maths or other circular areas. 
Split Classes:
Teachers with the same class meet every two weeks to discuss what pages of readers/ workbooks they would hope to cover and any other curricular areas they may be working on.
Special Needs, Resource Pupils, Learning Support Pupils
Learning support gives homework based specifically on pupils scheme of work consisting of – sight words, reading, discussion topics, spellings (english), tables, 1-2 operations (maths). Learning Support / Resource Teachers work with the class teacher to differentiate and modify homework suitable to the child’s ability. 
Weaker Pupils, Very bright pupils
Each class teacher will make every effort to lessen the burden for the weaker child and challenge the brighter child where possible.
Informing Parents
St. Teresa’s N.S. have designed some our website to contain helpful hints for parents in areas such as Maths, websites which may be of use when homework is being completed and in making sure that the Homework assigned is consolidation of the work being done in class. Where projects are set to the class, children will be given additional time to complete these and encourages to work through their project throughout the time assigned 
Journals
From Junior Infants each pupil has a journal to record their homework and inform parents of same. Spot checks may help to see that pupils are writing in their homework and that parents are signing them.
Steps for Parents to help pupils experiencing problems
1. Do not get cross/upset
2. Check homework journal

3. Write note in journal informing Teacher of any issues arising e.g. family emergency resulting in homework not being completed. 
4. Begin homework at a reasonable time to help avoid a situation where the child is overtired.

5. Provide a quiet place, free from distractions where the child may complete his/her work. 

6. If a pupil is regularly attending the school without work completed, then parents may be called in to discuss the issue. A record of this meeting should also be written into journal.
Some Study Skills
· Look say write check
· Tables…. all the zeros, all the tens, all the doubles, near doubles etc.
· Mapping 
· Visualisation
· Mnemonics (RUDE, MOMA..)
Success Criteria:
· Parental Involvement
· Recognition that oral work is very important
· Staff feedback

· Feedback from parents at parent / teacher meetings

· Questionnaire to parents

· Asking parents to time homework over period and writing it into the journal

· Pupil feedback ....keeps teacher informed.
Roles and Responsibilities:
Responsibility for homework lies with the three partners Teachers set and correct homework, pupils fill in journal do homework and return it, parents provide suitable environment for homework, supervise discuss, support hear oral work and ensure that it is completed to a satisfactory standard. The policy will be monitored and evaluated by staff, based on the success of the criteria above.
Timeframe for Implementation:
March 2012, reviewed at staff level 2017
Timeframe for Review:
March 2023
Responsibility for Review:
Teaching Staff

Pupils 

Parents

Review to be co-ordinated by the principal
Ratification and Communication:
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management in December 2011.

Signed: ______Fr. Vincent Connaughton__________
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