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St. Teresa’s N.S., Newsletter
December 2024
Dear Parents,
As the Christmas holidays are drawing near, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for all your help and support since the beginning of this school year.
Christmas Fair – Wednesday, 11th December:
We as a staff, together with our Board of Management and the pupils, would like to thank you all most sincerely for making our Christmas Fair on Wednesday, 11th December 2024 a wonderful success. It was very heartening to see the huge numbers in attendance on the day. We would like to express our gratitude to 
· Our wonderful parents and children from 3rd – 6th classes who worked so incredibly hard behind the scenes in preparing and making the wonderful array of items for sale on the day. We also thank the children from Junior & Senior Infants and 1st & 2nd classes, under the guidance of Ms. Maguire, for the wonderful performance they put on for all of us. You are a credit to yourselves and your parents and we are extremely proud of you all.
· We would like to extend our thanks to Santa Claus & Mrs. Claus for taking time out from their busy schedules to come and visit us.
· We would also like to acknowledge all of you who bought and sold tickets for the Hamper raffle, which took place in the school on Tuesday, 17th December 2024. 
· Finally, we would like to acknowledge the parents who helped out on the day serving hot chocolate and baking treats and goodies and our wonderful staff who all worked behind the scenes to ensure everything was ready.
The monies raised on the day are as follows:
· Raffle Tickets sold on Christmas Fair Day:  €200;
· Visit to Santa’s Grotto: €850;
· Christmas Fair: €2,105.95;
· Donation: €20;
· Raffle Tickets: €2129.00;
· Total amount raised: €5,304.95;
Activities that have taken place/will take place include:
Advent Preparation: Many thanks to Fr. Patsy who has joined us each Monday during Advent to help the children prepare for the coming of Christmas with carols, prayers and stories.
Ag Súgradh le Chéile: Children from Junior Infants & Senior Infants will take part in Ag Súgradh le Chéile in Ballintogher Hall on Wednesday, 16th January @9:30am.
Music Generation: Lesson begin for 1st, 2nd & 3rd classes on Thursday, 23rd January and for Junior & Senior Infants on Friday, 24th January.
ARC Visit: Children from 4th, 5th & 6th classes took part in this on Friday, 13th December. It was a very enjoyable day where the children learned all about ‘A Seafood Way of Life’.
New website: Our new website www.ballintogherns.ie is now live. 
Say Yes to Languages: Children from 1st – 6th classes will undertake 5 weeks of French lessons starting the week beginning 10th of February; 
Education for Sustainable Development: We are delighted to inform you that we have applied for and been awarded a grant of €2500 for Education for Sustainable Development. More information to follow in the new year.
Health & Wellbeing: 
Many thanks to our Health and Wellbeing Committee who have worked on a beautiful Advent Calendar of Kindness on display in the school for the month of December. It certainly set the tone within the school for one of kindness and goodwill for Christmas. 
Creative Schools:
Children took part in a workshop with Fiona McGeown, Creative Schools Associate, on Tuesday, 26th November.
We also enjoyed having artist Peter Crann join us over the last number of weeks, under the Creative Schools Programme.
Peter carried out brainstorming workshops with all classes where he gained an insight into what all the children thought of when they thought about St. Teresa’s N.S.
Following this, Peter put all these ideas and images together and has drawn a fabulous mural on our corridor to reflect this. It is nearing completion with the final brainstorming sessions taking place and final touches will be added in the coming days.
Our Creative Council are currently planning some nice activities for the new year in particular during Creative February.  
Staff Changes:
Firstly, we would like to welcome Ms. Lorraine Howley, who has returned from maternity leave, replacing Mrs. Corena Harte, as shared Special Education Teacher.  
Good wishes go to Ms. Ciara Maguire, who finishes up with us on Friday, 20th December 2024. We thank her for her wonderful work while she has been here with us, as part of our staff and in particular for helping us out with the Carols performance by the Junior & Senior Infants & 1st & 2nd Classes at the Christmas Fair. Her talents know no bounds! 
We also extend a warm welcome back to Ms. Linda Mulligan who returns on 6th January 2025. 
We are also delighted to welcome Louie McManamon who has joined our staff as a part-time SNA.
Christmas Holidays:
St. Teresa’s N.S. will close for the Christmas Holidays at 12.30pm on Friday, 20th December. We will reopen on Monday, 6th January. 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Guím Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise dhaoibh.
Życzę Wesołych Świąt i Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku
Novēlam priecīgus Ziemassvētkus un laimīgu Jauno gadu.
Linkiu jums linksmų Kalėdų ir laimingų Naujųjų metų.
Prajem vám veselé Vianoce a šťastný nový rok.
Вітаю вас із Новим роком та Різдвом Христовим
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