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St. Teresa’s N.S., Newsletter
April 2025
Dear Parents,
It is hard to believe we are approaching the end of yet another jam packed term in St. Teresa’s N.S.
The children have worked very hard since we returned in January and I am sure they are all looking forward to the Easter break. We have had a very busy term with lots taking place.
Activities that have taken place/will take place include:
Ag Súgradh le Chéile: On Thursday, 16th January, children from Junior & Senior Infants, together with their parents, enjoyed a fun, action packed workshop with Sara from Sligo Sports & Recreation Partnership. Sara lead the group with some lovely games. 
Music Generation: On Friday, 17th January, Junior & Senior Infants began their music generation lesson with Karl Burthom. 1st, 2nd & 3rd began their music generation lessons with Róisín Kilgannon on Thursday, 23rd January, while 4th to 6th continued their lessons which had started prior to this.
Grandparent’s Day: Grandparent’s Day took place on Wednesday, 22nd January 2025. We celebrated mass in St. Therese’s Church with Fr. Patsy. We were delighted to see the many grandparents, great grand-parents and parents that joined us.  
SEAI Workshop: On Thursday 23rd January we welcomed Ingrid Foley who completed a workshop with all classes discussing sustainable energy and its benefits as part of our STEM work. 
Non-Uniform Day: We had a non-uniform day on Friday, 7th February, in aid of Ukrainian teachers & children, organized by Bishop Paul Connell. A total of €140 was raised. Many thanks to you all for taking part.
Safer Internet Day: On Tuesday, 11th February 2025, all classes took part in lessons around the theme of cyber safety and learning how to use the internet safely. 
Biodiversity Workshop: As part of our Education for Sustainability Grant, on Monday, 17th February, Caroline from Biodiversity in Schools joined us for a workshop around setting up an outdoor garden. Caroline met with our Creative Schools and Health and Wellbeing Committees initially to explore further the ideas they might have/like for the garden area. She then took a tour of the green area that we hope to transform to get ideas and when completed she met with all classes.  From the ideas shared she has come up with a design/plan for us to work on. After Easter, we will be seeking parent volunteers to begin our garden project. 
Fire drill: We undertook a fire drill with all classes on Wednesday, 19th February.
RSE Programme: The Relationships & Sexuality Programme (RSE) was delivered to Junior Infants – 4th classes from 24th February and will be finished before the Easter Break. Flora Duignan will deliver the 5th & 6th class programme on Friday, 2nd May. We encourage you to discuss the key messages of the programme with your child.
GAA Coaching: GAA coaching began on Thursday, 27th February for all classes with Adam Cunnane, Club Development Officer and continues up to the end of May.
Say Yes to Languages: Ms. Oonagh Taylor joined us on Friday, 28th February, to start the first of 10 weeks of French lessons to 1st – 6th classes.  A Padlet of resources by Ms. Taylor has been compiled based on the lessons that the children are working on and can be accessed on the school website. 
Pancake Tuesday: Pancake Tuesday was a great success. Ruth and the junior children hosted a lovely Pancake Party in their classroom. The children took part by weighing and measuring the ingredients to make the batter, while Ruth, Kitty & Clair took over the cooking duties. Delicious toppings were served with the pancakes and I think it is safe to say that the children thoroughly enjoyed their little treat.
Ash Wednesday: The children and staff attended mass in St. Therese’s Church and received ashes from Fr. Patsy.
World Book Day: World Book Day was held on Thursday, 6th March and the children looked spectacular on the day, in their costumes. We certainly have some very creative children/parents in our midst. We had a parade, to show off all our wonderful costumes.  
Confessions: Confessions for children from 3rd – 6th classes took place on Monday, 10th March with Fr. Patsy.
Coola Musical: 5th & 6th Classes attended Coola Musical, All Shook Up, on Monday, 10th March. Well done to all involved in the production.
GAA Football Amigos: Well done to Ross Haran, Jack Conway, Dylan Chmielak, Paddy Kelly, Lucy Taaffe, Aoibhín McLoughlin, Rose McLoughlin & Saoirse Clancy McLoughlin who took part in the GAA Football Amigos in Coola on 7th March. 
Work Experience: We welcomed back past pupils Ciara McGowan & Mairead Caulfield who spent time with us in February on Transition Year work experience.
Seachtain na Gaeilge: Seachtain na Gaeilge took place Monday, 10th – Friday, 14th March. We had lots of fun activities as Gaeilge, Tráth na gCeist, Toraíocht Taisce, Céilí, Ceolchoirm and Lá Glas. Míle buíochas do gach duine a thóg páírt i ngach rud. Comhghairdeas do na pháistí a rinne iarracht mhaith Gaeilge a labhairt i rith na seachtaine. Tá súil agam gur bhain sibh taitneamh as na heachtraí.
Creative School Programme:
Creative February: During the month of February classes took part in “Make your Mark” webinars and creative themed webinars to celebrate Creative February. The middle room worked on some amazing movie themed dioramas that were on display in our hall. Check out our website for photos. 
Crankie Box Workshops: We welcomed artist Peter Crann, as part of our Creative School Programme, back to our school over a number of days in March. 4th, 5th & 6th classes enjoyed working with Peter on a Crankie Box production of The Lake Isle of Innisfree by W. B. Yeats. The children spent two days brainstorming and illustrating the poem. Peter then recorded some of the children reciting the poem and put this together with their illustrations.  Background music was provided by Sadie Lancashire and her Dad Rodney. Take a look at the finished product on the website, www.ballintogherns.ie.  Many thanks must go to Ms. McHugh, our Creative School coordinator, and her Creative Arts Council for organising this.
Cyber-Safe Talk: On Tuesday, 25th March, Michael Harrison from Cyber Kids Safe Talk Ireland, joined the children from 3rd – 6th classes to deliver a workshop on being safe whilst on the internet. Michael also delivered an information session for parents that evening.
GAA Hurling Amigos: Well done to Ross Haran, Jack Conway, Dylan Chmielak, Jack McGowan, Lucy Taaffe, Kate Smylie, Sadie Lancashire & Saoirse Clancy McLoughlin who took part in the GAA Hurling Amigos on Thursday, 3rd April.
Retreat to Knock: Confirmation children, together with those making their confirmation from Killenummery & Ardvarney National schools, went on retreat to Knock on Wednesday, 2nd April. A great day was had by all.
Confirmation, First Confession & First Holy Communion: Confirmation for children from 5th & 6th classes takes place Wednesday, 9th April 2025 at 3:00pm in Killenummery Church. Congratulations to the children from 5th & 6th who are making their confirmation. First Confession for children from 2nd Class takes place on Tuesday, 6th May 2025 at 7:00pm in St. Therese’s Church. First Holy Communion takes place at 11:00am on Saturday, 17th May 2025.
Easter Holidays: School closes for Easter on Friday, 11th April. School reopens on Monday, 28th April.
As part of our Creative School’s work, Friday, 11th April we will have a celebration of all things Creative with a Spring/Easter theme. The children are invited to do any of the following / create their own piece of work in preparation for Friday:
· Make an Easter Bonnet;
· Bake some treats, Easter themed or treats from a specific country, to share with the class;
· Write an Easter poem or story;
· Draw an Easter picture;
· Dress in spring colours;
· Create an Easter collage;
· Write a song to share;
The ideas are endless and up to each individual. Any materials can be used and the more creative the better!
Cumann na mBunscol Football: Round 1 of the Cumann na mBunscol football matches will take place,  Monday, 28th April.
Swimming: As part of the Physical Education programme within primary schools, children from 4th, 5th & 6th begin swimming lessons on Wednesday, 28th April after we return from Easter holidays
Bookfair: A book fair will be held in the school the week of the 20th May. Children will have the opportunity to browse and purchase books of their choosing. More information will follow closer to the time. 
Wellbeing Week: Our SSE (School Self Evaluation) focus this year is wellbeing. As part of our initiatives to aid the wellbeing of our school we are holding our Wellbeing Week the week of the 26th – 30th May. Many thanks to the Health & Wellbeing committee, under the direction of Ms. McHugh for organising it. We are looking forward to a Drumming Workshop, a tennis workshop and many more fun activities that they have planned for us. 
Food Dudes Week 2025: Food Dudes Week, year 3, will take place from Monday, 26th   – Friday, 30th May 2025. Each pupil will receive 5 days of complimentary fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Jubilee Year Project: Bishop Paul Connell has asked that the senior pupils in each school in the diocese of Ardagh & Clonmacnoise take part in a project about their local area. Children from 4th, 5th & 6th classes will undertake this work after Easter.
Chess Club: Many thanks to Ms. Mc Hugh for setting up a chess club in her classroom on Mondays and Thursdays at lunchtime. 
Playground Buddies/Playground Games: Children from the senior classes have volunteered to act as Playground Buddies, on a rota basis, once or twice a week beginning after Easter. They will help set up and teach some playground games to the children in the junior classes. 
Enrolment & Open Day: Enrolment for September 2025 has now closed. Any enrolment enquiries can be made through the school office on (071) 9164939 or email sntreasa@gmail.com . We will be having an Open Day for incoming Junior Infants on Wednesday, 6th June from 2:00 – 3:00pm.
Graduation Mass: A graduation mass for all 6th class children, takes place in Killenummery Church on Tuesday, 17th June @ 7:30pm.
Bí Cineálta: In line with Department of Education guidelines, we are currently reviewing our Anti-Bullying Policy. The new policy will be called Bí Cineálta (Be Kind) and will be implemented by September 2025. The policy will guide our school communities to work together to prevent and address bullying behaviour. As part of our work on this policy, we have been working as a staff and with both pupils, parents and the wider school community to gain their input and feedback on the topic.  After Easter all those children who are interested will take part in a competition to design a child friendly Anti- Bullying/Bi Cineálta poster.
School Tours: Teachers are in the process of organising school tours for all classes. Details will follow as soon as possible.
Our Class Book: 4th, 5th & 6th class children have been busy creating some amazing stories which will soon be published in a book. We can’t wait to see the finished product. Each student contributed their own unique ideas, displaying great creativity and imagination. This project has been a wonderful way too celebrate their writing skills and teamwork.
Welcome: We extend a warm welcome to Kaitlyn, Heavenly and Gabriella who have joined us in Senior Infants, 2nd Class and 3rd Class. We hope that you will enjoy your time in St. Teresa’s N.S.
Closures: A reminder re the following closures next term:
· Monday, 5th May – Bank Holiday; School Closed 
· Monday 12th May – School closing for all children at 2pm – Staff Meeting 
· Friday, 30th May – School closed 
· Monday, 3rd June - Bank holiday; School Closed 
A Few Gentle Reminders:
Safety at the Gate: A reminder to all parents to exercise extreme caution when dropping off and collecting your child. Parents are asked to come to the steps to collect their child in the interests of safety for all.
Education Welfare Act: Under the terms of this Act, all absences of children from a school must be explained in writing by Parents/Guardians. Absence notes should contain the following information:
· The name of the pupil, the reason for the absence, the date of the absence.
The note can be emailed to the school or sent in their homework diary.
The school must retain these explanations for inspection by the Education Welfare Officer. Please note that under the Education Welfare Act, if any pupil is absent for 20 days or more in any school year (September – June), the Board of Management and Principal are compelled to notify TUSLA.
No Invitations: Parents are asked to refrain from sending birthday invitations or treats into school for distribution.
Homework: Please ensure that all written homework is completed by your child/children and sign the homework journal;
Monies: Many thanks to all those who have paid Ancillary Materials money and Music Generation money to date. We would appreciate it if any of these outstanding monies could be paid as soon as possible.
Condolences: The school community would like to extend our sympathies to Ms. Annette McHugh and her family on the recent death of her mother-in-law.
Wishing you all a Happy Easter.
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