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St. Teresa’s N.S., Newsletter 
June 2025
Dear Parents,
As the school year is coming to an end I want to thank you all, most sincerely, for your wonderful help and support throughout this year. It has been a very busy, but successful year, for us all here in St. Teresa’s N.S. The children have worked very hard since we returned in April and I am sure they are all looking forward to their Summer break. We would like to take a look back on all that has happened within the school this term.

Activities that have taken place/will take place include:
RSE Programme: The Relationships & Sexuality Programme (RSE) was delivered to 5th & 6th class on Friday, 2nd May by Flora Duignan. 
GAA Coaching: GAA coaching continued on Thursdays for all classes with Adam Cunnane, Club Development Officer. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Adam for the great work he did with all the classes. 
First Confession & First Holy Communion: Heartiest congratulations go to Lexi McGowan, Evie Cryne, James McGoldrick, James Moran, Matej Kiska, Keelan McDermott and Jack Keogh who had a very busy month of May. They received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in St. Therese’s Church on Tuesday, 6th May and they received their First Holy Communion in St. Therese’s Church on Saturday, 17th May. Many thanks to Fr. Patsy for a lovely ceremony, Ms. Mulligan for all her preparation and to the children in the choir who sang most beautifully on the day.
Say Yes to Languages: Ms. Oonagh Taylor completed 10 weeks of French lessons with 1st – 6th classes.  The children engaged very well with and enjoyed the lessons. We are delighted to inform you that Say Yes to Langauges will continue for 5th & 6th classes in Term 2 in the next school year.
Swimming: As part of the Physical Education programme within primary schools, children from 4th, 5th & 6th took part in swimming lessons for 6 weeks.

Bookfair: A very successful Book Fair took place in the school from the 20th – 27th May. Many thanks to you all for supporting this. A total of €1,633 was raised. A percentage of this will be given back to the school towards buying books to add to our school library. 
Health & Wellbeing Week: Our Health & Wellbeing Week, together with Food Dudes Week, took place from the 26th – 30th May. Many thanks to the Health & Wellbeing committee, under the direction of Ms. McHugh for organising it. Everyone had a wonderful week. All classes participated in Drumming Workshops with the very talented Peter Crann, tennis workshops with Mark Writz and Yoga workshops with Megan O’Kelly.  We also had a variety of other activities including Eat a Rainbow whereby we had beautiful fruit skewers, Drop Everything and Dance, Funky Crazy Hair Day, a Visit from Sligo Rovers Coach Conor O’Grady and Footballer Dean Patton and a Visit from Fireman Simon. The week culminated in our annual Sports Day where the children were in mixed groups and participated in some fun activities such as egg & spoon races, three-legged races, tug-of-war to name but a few. During Sports Day Assembly the children were presented with awards for their cooperation and sportsmanship throughout the week. Our Child Friendly Bi Cineálta Policy was presented to the whole school by some of the senior children.
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ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) Application: Following the successful application made earlier this year for the upgrade of our school garden, we are delighted to share that works will begin in July. We look forward to watching the project develop and grow.
Secondary School Transition: 6th Class enjoyed a fun day in Coola Secondary School in preparation for September. Thanks to Ms. Mc Hugh, Ms. Edel Cryan and Mr. Damien McGoldrick for organising this trip.
Open Day: Open day for incoming Junior Infants was held on Wednesday, 4th June.
Football Blitz: St. Michael’s held a football blitz for children from 3rd & 4th classes in Kilross, Sooey and St. Teresa’s National Schools on Friday, 6th June in Ballintogher. We were delighted to take part in this and the children thoroughly enjoyed the day. Many thanks to Brian Taaffe and St. Michael’s for organising.
School Tours: Three very enjoyable school tours took place over the last two weeks. The Senior Room visited Share Village in Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh where they enjoyed both water and land based activities. The Junior and Middle Rooms visited Graune Pet Farm in Balllyhaunis, Co. Mayo, where they enjoyed feeding some of the animals, the Gruffalo trail and the play centre to name a few of the activities they engaged in.
Congratulations: Congratulations to our Senior Boys team who won the 3 teacher Cumann na mBunscol Shield Competition on Thursday, 12th June. We are extremely proud of them. 
POC FADA Competition: Well done to 5th & 6th class pupils, Sadie Lancashire, Intars Vietnieks & Ross Haran who took part in the first ever school's Cumann na mBuncol POC FADA competition held on Enniscrone Beach, Wednesday evening, 18th June. They represented the school very well. Many thanks to Kitty for training them and to their parents for bringing them to Enniscrone.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Curious Minds Award: We are delighted to share the news that we have successfully secured a Science & Maths Gold Excellence Award for our work on Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths. 
Land PAWS: 1st, 2nd & 3rd classes completed the land PAWS programme during the month of May. PAWS (Primary Aquatics Water Safety) teaches children how to be safe around water in homes, farms, pools, beaches and on our waterways. The children will each receive a certificate of achievement.
Playground Buddies/Playground Games: Children from the senior classes volunteered as Playground Buddies. This led to lots of fun and enjoyable games being learned and played by the junior classes. 
PE Equipment for the Yard: New footballs and basketballs were purchased for use on the yards at breaktimes.
Chess Club: The children in the Chess Club, together with Ms. Mc Hugh, Ms. Howley & Clair travelled to Coola secondary school on Tuesday, 17th June to take part in a school’s Chess Day. It was an enjoyable day for all. 
Graduation Mass: A graduation mass for all 6th class children, took place in Killenummery Church on Tuesday, 17th June @ 7:30pm.
Bí Cineálta: Bí Cineálta (Be Kind) policy has been ratified and adopted by our Board of Management at a recent meeting and will be implemented from the beginning of the new 2025/2026 school year. The policy will guide our school communities to work together to prevent and address bullying behaviour. 
Free Hot School Meals Survey: Many thanks to those who completed our recent survey. We are happy to share that overall feedback to the Hot School Meal Survey was positive.  
Before everything gets put aside for the summer, we ask you to please note:
School Booklist: In a continuation to the free school book scheme, for all primary school pupils, issued by the Department of Education, all school books and copies will now be supplied from the school. These will be ready for your child on the first day back. All school books remain the property of the school and are on loan to the pupils to be returned in good condition at the end of the school year. Parents are asked to supply the necessary stationery for their child(ren) - this list has been forwarded to you along with your child’s report.
Allocation of Classes: Following an appeal made to the Department of Education for an extra class teacher for the school year 2025 -2026, given the high numbers in classes, we are delighted to say that we have been successful in our appeal and have been granted an extra teacher on a temporary basis, providing that we have 78 children on our roll book on 30th September 2025. 
As a result of this appeal, for the school year 2025 – 2026, the breakdown of classes will be as follows:
Junior & Senior Infants 			Ruth Sweeney (Acting Principal)
1st – 2nd class				Ms. Linda Mulligan
3rd & 4th class				Ms. Annette McHugh (Deputy Principal)
5th & 6th class				Ms. Shannon Corcoran
SEN					To Be Confirmed
Reopening Date: St. Teresa's N.S. will reopen for the new school year on Thursday, 28th August at 9.20am. The calendar has been sent to you together with your child’s report.
School Opening & Closing Times 2025 -2026: Please note that our school day as always is from 9.20 am to 3.00 pm (9.20 am to 2.00 pm for Junior and Senior Infants (except for the first 10 school days of the new school year when Junior Infants will be finishing at 12.30pm).  Children will not be allowed on the school grounds until 9:10 a.m.  

Photocopying, Art Supplies & Ancillary Materials: Payment for Ancillary Materials (2025-26) is outlined on your stationery list (Junior & Senior Infants) It was omitted, by mistake, from all other stationery lists,  so it is included here: Ancillary Materials charge inclusive of art & crafts, photocopying, standardised test scripts is €40 per child.  This payment, of €40, is to go towards the cost of Art Supplies, Photocopying and additional materials for your child throughout the school year, along with going towards the licence fee payments for learning platforms. Payment, via Aladdin, should be made to the school by the end of the second week in September. A link will be sent out, before the end of this school year, should any parents wish to make the payment earlier.  
Music Generation:  Details regarding Music Generation for 2025-26 will be forwarded to you by mid-September for all classes.   For those of you who have not had a child involved in the Music Generation programme before and wish to get more information, why not visit http://www.musicgeneration.ie/ for lots more information on this wonderful programme! 
Our 6th Class are moving onto Secondary School: As we finish we would just like to wish all the best to Oskar, Ross, Janis, Jack C, Dylan & Jack Mc, our 6th class pupils who are starting their secondary school adventure, we wish you joy and wonder in your new school.  Welcome also to the young boys and girls who will join us in September.
Summer Holidays: A reminder that school closes on Tuesday, 24th June for the summer holidays.
Finally, a heartfelt thank you to the teachers and staff of St. Teresa's N.S. who have worked so hard and given so generously of their time and expertise and always give 100% in everything they do.  
I wish you all a safe, sunny and fun-filled summer.
Many thanks,
Ruth & all the Staff of St. Teresa’s N.S
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