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Policy Statement on the Care and Education of Life-Limited Children with Complex Needs 
At Arvalee School and Resource Centre, we are committed to providing a nurturing, inclusive, and high-quality 
educational environment for all children, including those with life-limiting conditions and profound and multiple 
learning disabilities (PMLD). Our approach is rooted in the fundamental belief that every child, regardless of their 
medical or developmental needs, has the right to be seen, valued, and fully included in all aspects of school life, 
including access to meaningful and engaging learning experiences. 
 
Child’s Rights and Inclusion, and Access to Learning 
We uphold the rights of all children, as enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC), particularly: 

• The right to life, survival, and development (Article 6) – ensuring each child receives appropriate medical and 
educational support tailored to their unique needs. 

• The right to education (Article 28) – recognizing the importance of learning, communication, and personal 
development, no matter the complexity of need. 

• The right to be heard and express their views (Article 12) – fostering an environment where children’s 
individual voices, however they communicate, are respected, and valued. 

• The right to play and participate in cultural life (Article 31) – enabling all children to engage in meaningful 
and enjoyable learning experiences within a fully inclusive school setting. 

 
We affirm the rightful presence of all children in our school community, ensuring that life-limited children are not 
defined by their medical conditions but are recognized as active members of their peer groups, with full access to 
learning, play, and social interaction. Inclusion is not an aspiration; it is a right, and we proactively remove barriers to 
enable meaningful participation in school life. 
 
Access to Learning and the Curriculum 
At Arvalee School and Resource Centre, we recognise that access to learning for children with complex needs 
requires a highly individualized, flexible, and responsive approach. We are committed to: 

• A personalised curriculum – designed to meet each child’s cognitive, sensory, and physical needs, ensuring 
engagement in purposeful learning. 

• Multi-sensory approaches – using adapted resources, sensory experiences, and assistive technology to 
ensure all children can engage in learning. 

• Flexible learning environments – recognizing the impact of medical conditions on energy levels and well-
being, we provide adaptable timetables and learning spaces. 

• Communication access – supporting every child to express themselves using Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC), Intensive Interaction, or other appropriate methods. 

• Maintaining high expectations – ensuring that every child has access to learning opportunities that challenge 
and inspire them, regardless of their medical needs. 

• Ensuring continuity of education – through home learning support, virtual engagement, or outreach services 
for children unable to attend school due to medical needs. 

 
Specialist Training and Multi-Agency Collaboration 
To provide the highest level of care and education for children with complex medical and learning needs, we ensure: 

• Specialist staff training – Through our close partnership with Trust health professionals, we facilitate ongoing 
training for staff in areas such as: 

o Complex medical care (e.g., gastrostomy feeding, tracheostomy management, seizure management) 
o Postural care, feeding and movement strategies. 
o Sensory integration and communication approaches (e.g., Intensive Interaction, AAC) 

• Through Close working partnerships with families – We recognise parents and carers as the child’s primary 
advocates and experts in their care. We ensure: 

o Regular multi-disciplinary meetings to align health, education, and social care plans. 
o Collaborative goal setting to support the child’s learning and well-being. 
o Emotional and practical support for families navigating complex medical needs. 
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• Through Integrated health and therapeutic support – We work in close collaboration with: 
▪ Community and specialist nurses. 
▪ Physiotherapists, occupational therapists, and speech and language therapists. 
▪ Educational psychologists and social workers. 

 
Commitment to a Holistic, Child-Centred Approach 
At Arvalee School and Resource Centre we recognise that education for life-limited children extends beyond 
academics. It is about creating joyful, meaningful experiences that enhance quality of life. Our curriculum is highly 
individualised, focusing on: 

• Multi-sensory learning and engagement 

• Communication and choice-making 

• Well-being, comfort, and positive experiences 

• Preparing for transitions with sensitivity and care 
 
Conclusion 
This policy reflects our unwavering commitment to care, dignity, and inclusion for every child. By fostering a 
compassionate and skilled community, we ensure that children with complex needs live, learn, and thrive in an 
environment that honours their rights and potential. 
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Linked Policies for information. 
To ensure the effective implementation of this policy, we align with the following policies and procedures: 
1. Education and Inclusion Policies 

• Special Educational Needs (SEN) Policy – Ensuring individualized learning programs for all pupils with 
complex needs. 

• Inclusion Policy – Promoting the rightful presence, participation, and achievement of all children, regardless 
of medical condition or disability. 

• Curriculum Access and Adaptation Policy – Ensuring all children have equitable access to a meaningful and 
engaging curriculum. 

• Communication and AAC Policy – Supporting pupils in using alternative and augmentative communication 
methods. 

• Attendance and Continuity of Learning Policy – Addressing provisions for children who cannot attend school 
due to medical needs. 

 

2. Health and Medical Care Policies 

• Medical Needs Policy – Outlining the school’s approach to managing medical interventions, medication 
administration, and staff training. 

• Individual Health Care Plan (IHCP) Procedure – Ensuring all children with significant medical needs have a 
personalized care plan developed in collaboration with health professionals. 

• Emergency Response and First Aid Policy – Providing clear protocols for medical emergencies, including 
seizure management, airway support, and CPR. 

• Intimate Care and Personal Hygiene Policy – Ensuring dignity, safety, and respect in all aspects of personal 
care. 

• Infection Control and Hygiene Policy – Maintaining safe and hygienic practices for medical care and 
classroom environments. 

 

3. Safeguarding and Well-being Policies 

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy – Ensuring the safety and well-being of vulnerable children with 
complex needs. 

• Positive Behaviour Support Policy – Implementing a respectful, child-centred approach to behaviour and 
emotional regulation.  

• Mental Health and Well-being Policy – Supporting the emotional needs of children with complex conditions 
and their families. 

• Moving and Handling Policy – Ensuring safe and appropriate physical handling procedures to support 
children’s postural and mobility needs. 

 

4. Staff Training and Multi-Agency Working Policies 

• Staff Training and Development Policy – Ensuring all staff receive ongoing specialist training in medical and 
educational support. 

• Multi-Agency Collaboration Procedure – Establishing clear roles and responsibilities between the school, 
Health and Social Care Trust, therapists, and families. 

• Data Protection and Confidentiality Policy – Ensuring that all medical and personal information is handled 
with care and in compliance with GDPR regulations. 

 

5. Health and Social Care Trust Responsibilities 

• Medical Training and Competency Framework – Ensuring Trust professionals provide adequate training for 
school staff on medical procedures. 

• Medical Intervention and Review Protocols – Establishing guidelines for Trust oversight of all medical 
interventions and care plan updates. 

• Emergency Medical Protocols – Outlining clear escalation procedures for acute medical situations. 
 

These policies and procedures work together to uphold the rights, dignity, and access to learning for children with 
life-limiting conditions, complex needs, and significant medical conditions at Arvalee School. 


