


What to do if a parent/guardian believes their child may have an additional need?
Sometimes parents & guardians think their child is experiencing challenges in their social, emotional, academic (learning) development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This should be discussed with your child’s teacher. They may suggest that you look into the Assessment of Need (AON) process.
Understanding the Assessment of Need (AON) Process
The Assessment of Need (AON) is a formal process designed to identify the health or educational needs of a person who may have a disability and determine the services required to address support those needs. It is a right under the Disability Act 2005, ensuring fair and timely access to services for people with disabilities.
Who is it for?
The AON process is primarily for children and young people with suspected disabilities. It applies if you believe your child may have a disability that impacts their ability to perform everyday activities.

What Does the AON Process Involve?
1. Application
· Parents or guardians submit an application for an AON through the Health Service Executive (HSE) or relevant agency.
· This can be done if there are concerns about a child's development, behaviour, or learning.
2. Preliminary Screening
· The HSE conducts a preliminary screening to determine whether a full assessment is needed.
· If the child meets the criteria, the process moves forward.
3. Assessment
· Professionals such as psychologists, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, or medical doctors assess the child.
· The assessment focuses on identifying:
· Whether the child has a disability.
· The nature and extent of the disability.
· The child’s health and educational needs arising from the disability.
4. Assessment Report
· After the assessment, an Assessment Report is prepared.
· The report includes findings about the child's needs and the services they require.
5. Service Statement
· Based on the assessment report, the HSE provides a Service Statement.
· This outlines the services your child will receive and the timeframes for delivery.
6. Appeals Process
· If parents or guardians are dissatisfied with any part of the process, they can appeal the decision or the content of the Service Statement.

Your Rights as a Parent or Guardian
· Timely Assessment: The law sets timeframes for the process to ensure you aren't left waiting indefinitely.
· Access to Reports: You are entitled to access all reports and documents related to your child’s assessment.
· Appeal and Advocacy: You have the right to appeal decisions or seek advocacy support.

How to Prepare for the Process
· Document Your Concerns: Keep a detailed record of your child's development, challenges, and any relevant medical or educational history.
· Engage with Professionals: Speak to your child’s doctor, teacher, or other professionals for additional support or referrals.
· Understand Your Rights: Familiarise yourself with the Disability Act and its provisions. Refer to https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/disability/disability-assessment/

The AON process is a key step in ensuring your child gets the support they need. While it can seem complex, it's designed to help you and your child navigate the path toward proper care and services. Always remember, you are not alone—support is available through organisations and advocacy groups to guide you through each step.
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