
Litter has become a scourge of modern life. Here in Rockmount National School our policy on litter is two fold:

1. To reduce waste in the school environment by adopting the 3 R’s

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

2. Most importantly, by developing attitudes and skills in the pupils to enable them to become responsible members of their environment, both as children and later as adults.

A major feature of our litter policy is litter minimisation. Pupils are encouraged to reduce their impact on the environment by:

· Bringing lunches to school in reusable containers

· Developing recycling practices by recycling:

· Paper

· Waste Food (Compost Bin)

· Greeting Cards

· Clothes 

· Being responsible for their own waste disposal through the scheme of Litter Monitors.

A scheme of Litter Monitors is operated in the school. Pupils from 3rd to 6th classes, working on a rota, monitor litter disposal in the playground. The onus is placed on the individual pupil to dispose of his/her rubbish in a responsible manner and the Litter Monitors oversee that everyone is playing their part. Periodically the Litter Monitors conduct a survey on the amount of litter being thrown in our playground.

The school has adopted a policy of limiting the number of outdoor bins to one. The rationale for this is that rubbish bins encourage rubbish. Rather, pupils are discouraged from bringing rubbish out into the playground, if they do have wrappers etc., they dispose of them responsibly.

All teachers and non-teaching staff in the school play an important role in encouraging sound litter practices. They lead by example and constantly praise pupils who display good habits.

The Board of Management and Staff at Rockmount National School recognise that responsible attitudes and skills fostered and developed in the pupils at this early stage will have a major impact on how the pupils interact with their environment now and in years to come. It is our aim that all pupils will play an active role in maintaining a litter free environment both locally and nationally, now and in the future.
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