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Introduction

This plan was prepared by the staff of Rockmount NS. This policy is intended to guide teachers in their individual planning for English and Gaeilge and to ensure continuity and progression with regards to the teaching and learning of English and Gaeilge.

Rationale
In Rockmount NS we are committed to the holistic development of all pupils and language is key to the development of the child as a person. In developing this whole school plan for English and Gaeilge we hope to:
· formulate a structured programme that will ensure the integration of oral language, reading and writing in a coherent language learning process.
· Enable the children to become effective in both written and oral communication
We believe that a consistent and structured language programme will improve learning and teaching in all areas of the curriculum.

Aims 

We aim through this plan, drawn up in accordance with the Primary Language Curriculum, to set out our approach to language learning. This plan will form the basis for teachers’ long and short-term planning.

The Primary Language Curriculum aims to support teachers to:

· Enable children to build on prior knowledge and experience of language and language learning to enhance their language learning.
· Encourage children of different languages and cultures to be proud of and to share their heritage.
· Recognise the wide variation in experience, ability and language style which children bring to language learning in school as a first step in enabling them to engage in relevant and meaningful communicative relationships.
· Embrace children’s uniqueness by nurturing their appreciation of their home language, their understanding of language and diversity, and their ability to use different languages, gestures and tools to communicate with people in a variety of contexts and situations.
· Encourage and enable children to communicate effectively in both the first and second language of the school and to communicate in their heritage language for a variety of purposes.
· Enable children to fully engage with and enjoy a wide range of relevant and meaningful linguistic and communicative experiences with peers and adults.
· Promote a positive disposition towards communication and language by fostering within children a lifelong interest in and a love of language learning for personal enjoyment and enrichment.
· Broaden children’s understanding of the world through a rich variety of language experiences and through fostering an awareness and appreciation of other languages and cultures in an enriching learning environment.
· Encourage children to engage personally with and think critically about a broad range of spoken, gesticulated, written and multimodal texts.
· Support children to develop their literacy skills and enable them to progress at their own learning pace in oral language, reading and writing.
· Nurture within children an awareness of language, allowing them to appreciate and understand the content and structure of languages and acquire a basic understanding of the history of languages and other cultures.

The Primary Language Curriculum sets out an image of children as communicators, readers, writers and thinkers, and a vision and understanding of primary classrooms as places where children are enabled to progress at their own pace in environments and relationships which are supportive, engaging and inclusive.

Broad Aims Content and Methodologies

The broad objectives, content and methodologies for the teaching and learning of oral language, reading and writing are detailed in this document. Each of these areas is presented under the four strand headings of the Revised English Curriculum, and reflects best current practice and pedagogy.


Oral Language/Teanga ó Bhéal - Broad Aims

The aim of this plan is to provide a structured sequential programme for teachers to enable children to:

1.   Gain pleasure and fulfilment from language activity 
2.   Develop the capacity to express intuitions, feelings, impressions, ideas and reactions in response to real and imaginary situations through talk and discussion, and the development of ideas.
3.   Develop fluency, explicitness and confidence in communication.
4.   Develop listening skills, language conventions, vocabulary, aesthetic response and language manipulation. 

Reading/Léitheoireacht -Broad Aims


The aim of this plan is to provide a structured and sequential programme to ensure progression and continuity in children’s language learning

1. Develop reading fluency through print awareness, phonemic awareness, word identification strategies and sight vocabulary. 
2.   Develop their comprehension and analytical strategies. We use Building Bridges of Comprehension from junior infants to 6th class. (Appendix 1: Comprehension Strategies)
3.   Expand their understanding and usage of grammar, syntax and punctuation. 
4.   Develop their appreciation of the richness and diversity of reading material
5.   Experience the pleasure and fulfilment to be gained from reading.

Phonics:
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are currently using Jolly Phonics, Newell Literacy Programme, Words Their Way and Sounds Make Words in the Junior Classroom. We use Spellings for Me and New Treasury to explore phonics in the Senior Classroom. Children experiencing difficulty with phonemic awareness are supported by the evidence based Toe by Toe Programme. The Bua na Cainte programme is used in both classrooms to explore phonics as Gaeilge. Sing Fónaic is used in the Junior Classroom.
Phonological Awareness
The phonological awareness programme 'Sound Linkage' is implemented in the junior classroom.
DEAR time:
Children are given opportunities to select reading material and read for pleasure for a sustained period during the day. There are a selection of picture books and stories available in both classrooms as Gaeilge.

Shared Reading/ Buddy Reading
Buddy reading will be implemented between the junior and senior room weekly from September 2022. Children will be tested using the WIAT and STAR reading test and paired according to ability. A mixture of novels, factual texts and newspaper/magazine articles will be used. Various comprehension activities will be used during each session.

Books currently in use
Series currently in use include Storyworld, Wolf Hill, Sails, Oxford Reading Tree All Stars, PM+, novels from class library, Red Squirrel decodable readers, novels and big books from local library, Wonderland class readers in Senior Room, New Treasury Workbooks, phonetic readers, Exercise Your English (Junior), Phonics Workbooks (Junior Room) Bua na Cainte and Sona ag Léamh graded readers are used in both classrooms for Gaeilge Léitheoireacht.

Accelerated Reader
Accelerated Reader is used from 2nd to 6th Class. Children are given a STAR Reading Test in September and again in January. Class libraries are organized by AR level. Libraries are audited regularly. 

Literature Circles
Literature Circles are used termly in the senior classroom. Novels are loaned from the library. Children read together with an adult and complete a number of comprehension activities based on the reading material. Standardised testing is used to assess progress.

Literacy Stations
Literacy stations are used throughout the year in the junior classroom. Class teacher, SET and SNA work with groups. Stations are based on reading, phonics, writing and fine motor skills. Termly running records are used assess progress.

Writing: Broad Aims

The aim of this plan is to provide a structured and sequential programme to ensure progression and continuity in children’s language learning.

1. Write clearly, correctly and fluently.
2.   Use a wide range of vocabulary.
3.   Use grammar and punctuation appropriately. 
4.   Write in a wide variety of genres encompassing differing styles, purposes, audiences and level of formality. Appendix 2: Writing Genres
5.   Experience opportunities to develop presentation, editing and publishing skills.
6.  Engage in collaborative writing experiences. We will engage with the writing process as described in the PDST Publication “Writing Genre: A Structured Approach” (2013)
8.   Develop a high standard of penmanship. Children will be taught joined writing
from 3rd Class. Pre cursive script to be used in junior classroom.
9.   Children in 4th/5th class will be given an opportunity to obtain a pen licence. Children do not use tippex, instead they cross out the word and write the correct word above or beside the error.

 	Spellings
The convention of spelling will be achieved progressively through a multidimensional approach. This will include:
●   Linking spelling with the development of phonological and phonemic awareness
●   Linking it with onset and rime.
●   Building up a bank of commonly used words
●   Having a rich experience of environmental print
●   Compiling word walls and personal word banks, e.g. personal names, local place
●   names, seasonal words
●   Using dictionaries and thesauruses

Using strategies such as:
1.   Predict, look, say, cover, write, check
2.   Mnemonics
3.   Rhythm and rhyme
4.   Creation of word searches
5.   Aide memoires
6.   Spelling buddies
7.   Breaking words into syllables
8.   Exaggeration of the word

▪ Becoming familiar with common spelling rules
▪ Accepting approximate spelling in creative writing
Words Their Way
Words Their Way is used with 1st and 2nd Class and target children from both the junior and senior classroom. 
Spellings For Me
Spellings for Me will be used from 1st to 6th Class. The WIAT Spelling test will be used in September and June to assess progress.
SNIP
SNIP is used with target children as deemed necessary by class teachers and SET.
Litríocht
Children begin learning spellings as Gaeilge in 3rd Class. Spellings are based on a combination of vocabulary practiced in each theme, words found in reading material and exploration of different sounds. The Bua na Cainte programme is used to supplement litríocht sa Ghaeilge. 











Léitheoireacht- Broad Aims

Scríbhneoireacht- Broad Aims 





Curricular Planning

Strands and Elements/Snáitheanna agus Gnéithe


The elements of language learning across each of the strands are:
1.   Developing communicative relationships through language/ Caidreamh cumarsáídeach a fhorbairt trí theanga
2.   Understanding the content and structure of language/ Ábhar agus struchtúr na teanga a thuiscint
3.   Exploring and using language/ Teanga a fhiosrú agus a úsáid 


	
	Oral Language
	Reading
	Writing

	Communicating
	Engagement, listening and attention 
Motivation and Choice
Social conventions and awareness of others
	Engagement (intentionality) Motivation and choice (relevance)
	Engagement (intentionality) Motivation and choice (relevance, purpose, audience)

	Understanding
	Sentence structure and grammar (syntax, morphology) 

Vocabulary (semantics, verbal memory, articulation skills)

 Demonstration of understanding (semantics)
	Conventions of print and sentence structure (meaning and interpretation of text/illustration)
Phonological and phonemic awareness
 Phonics and word recognition (alphabetic principle, word identification strategies) Vocabulary (semantics)
	Conventions of print and sentence structure (syntax) 
Spelling 
Vocabulary (semantics)

	Exploring and Using
	Requests, questions and interactions
Categorisation 

Retelling and elaborating (narrative text and response) 
Playful and creative use of language (aesthetic dimension of language) 
Information giving, explanation and justification (expository text) 
Description, prediction and reflection
	Purpose, genre and voice 
Response and author’s intent
Comprehension (comprehension, text organisational structure and fix-up strategies)
Fluency and self-correction (accuracy, fluency and meaning)
	Purpose, genre and voice (sense of voice, aesthetic dimension of text) 
Writing process and creating text (using processes, structures and language register) Response and author’s intent (author’s purpose and responding) Handwriting and presentation (legibility





	
	Teanga ó Bhéal
	Léitheoireacht
	Scríbhneoireacht

	Cumarsáid
	Rannpháirtíocht, éisteacht agus aird
Inspreagadh agus rogha
Gnásanna sóisialta agus feasacht ar dhaoine eile



	Rannpháirtíocht
Inspreagdh agus rogha
	Rannpháirtíocht
Inspreagdh agus rogha

	Tuiscint
	Stuchtúr abairte agus gramadach
Stór focal
Léíriú Tuisceanna



	Gnásanna cló agus struchtúr abairte
Feasacht fhóineolaíoch agus fhóinéimeach
Fónaic, aithint focal agus staidéar ar fhocail
	Stuchtúr abiarte agus gnásanna cló
Litriú agus staidéar ar fhocail
Sór focal

	Fiosrú agus Úsáid
	Iarratais,ceisteanna agus idirghnímhuithe
Catagóiriú
Athinsint agus mionléiriú
Teanga a úsáid go spraíúil agus go cruthaitheach
Eolas, míniú agus údar a thabhairt 
Cur síos, tuar agus machnamh
	Stór focal
Cuspóir, seánra agus guth
Freagairt agus intinn an údair
Tuiscint
Líofacht agus féíncheartú
	Cuspóir, seánra agus guth
Próiseas na scríbhenoireacht agus cruthú téacs
Freagiart agus intinn an údair
Peannaireacht agus cur I láthair



















Planning, Teaching and Assessing for Learning

The Primary Language Curriculum helps teachers to support children’s language learning and development through the process of planning, teaching and learning and assessment. 

Four parts (components) of the Primary Language Curriculum work together to support teachers’ planning, teaching and assessment for language learning: Learning Outcomes, Progression Continua (Appendix), Examples of children’s learning and development, and Support Material for teachers.
Together, the Learning Outcomes and the Progression Continua provide important reference points for teachers to plan for, and make judgements about, children’s progression on their language learning trajectory and the continuity.  


Assessment

Assessment is informed by the publication Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum- Guidelines for Schools. 
Teachers are encouraged to use a wide range of assessment methodologies such as:

· Teacher Observation
· Teacher designed tasks
· Simple projects
· Responses the child makes to question and answer situations
· Child participation
· Interaction and reaction of the child

Standardised tests 
· Currently we used the New Drumcondra Reading Test from 1st– 6th class. 
· BIAP and MIST are used in the Junior classroom. 
· The NRIT is used to assess 1st Class. 
· All classes will be tested in September and June using the WIAT from September 2022. These results will inform our literacy interventions. 
· Drumcondra Primary Spelling is used from 1st to 6th in Term 3. 
· The Primary School Assessment Kit is used for EAL children. 
· 3rd class children are tested using the CAT. 

Further screening, diagnostic and cognitive testing is carried out if necessary.



Children with Additional Needs


It is the policy of our school that all children will participate in English lessons and activities. The English programme will be differentiated in order to meet the needs of all the children in the class. Every attempt will be made to ensure that all children are accessing the Curriculum at their own level. 

We promote an active learning environment, with children working in groups at their level, where the class teacher is responsible for learning in the classroom and is assisted by the SET team. Team teaching and station teaching blocks are arranged throughout the year. SET teachers use the continuum of support plans to support the literacy development of these children

Exemptions





Organisational Planning


Timetable

Time is allocated for English as laid out in the Curriculum and as amended by the Literacy and
Numeracy Strategy.
L1 (English)- 5hrs.(long day), 4hrs (short day)
L2( Gaeilge)- 3.5hrs (long day), 2.5 hrs (short day)

The process of language learning is naturally developed through integrated activities and through a thematic/cross curricular approach.  Some of the discretionary Time of 2hrs (long day) and 1 hr(short day) will be allocated to literacy (English and Gaeilge) teaching and learning.

Resources and ICT

Please see the relevant sections of this policy for an outline of the programmes we use in our school. As well as the core materials, the teachers also have a range of complementary and supplementary materials in their classroom.

We have a selection of graded readers and comprehension boxes in each classroom. We also have access to a wide selection of class novels available to loan from Clare Library. When selecting a class novel, the following factors will be considered:
· Suitability for reading level/age of pupils
· Suitability of content/subject
· Interests of the children
· Needs of the class
Apps/Subscriptions
· There are a wide range of literacy apps available on school iPads. 
· We hold an annual subscription to Twinkl which supplements our language resources. 
· The school has subscriptions to Spellings for Me and Accelerated Reader (see above for further info)
· An Audible subscription is available for use of audiobooks in the classroom.
· The Bua na Cainte programme is used to supplement the Gaeilge curriculum in both classrooms.


 Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

The whole school plan and the curriculum documents for Gaeilge and English will seek to provide information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and short term planning. Class teachers will be required to produce:
●   Yearly/ Termly plans
●   Fortnightly plans

The Cuntas Míosúil will be used to measure the success of the English and Gaeilge plan and will inform teacher’s preparation for the following year.

All relevant preparation material will be informed by the publication- Preparation for Teaching and Learning- Guidance for All Primary and Special Schools.

Staff Development

Staff needs will be assessed regularly and details of courses and training days relevant to the PLC will be displayed on the staffroom notice board and staff will be encouraged to attend. There is a culture of sharing the expertise acquired at these courses. Team teaching takes place in the school and this allows the sharing of skills.

Parental Involvement – Home School Links

The school recognises parents and guardians as the primary educators of their children. They can be involved in many ways in supporting our PLC including:
· Parents are aware of the central importance of oral language in the learning process.
· Parents are made aware of the importance of involving children in purposeful language activity. 
· Parents can support their child’s reading, e.g. paired reading, shared reading, story reading, reading environmental print, ICT programmes, homework – hearing reading and talking about reading, involvement with the school library, local library etc.
· The school can support parents in accessing suitable reading materials by giving them information about the local library.

· Information will be shared with parents, e.g. discussion at parent teacher meetings, the school’s newsletter, website, facebook page.

Community Links

The school patron and the Board of Management are committed to work in such a way as to embrace the input of children, teachers, parents and members of the community and to enable the highest level of participation and partnership.

Success Criteria
The success of this school plan will be assessed based on the following criteria:
· Teachers’ preparation has been based on this plan.
· Procedures in this plan have been consistently followed.
· Continuity in children’s language learning from class to class
· Progression in children’s language learning should  be evident 


Ratification and Communication

This policy was shared with staff and parents via email and school website. This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Rockmount National School in Septmeber 2022.


Signed:  _____________________________________
Chairperson, Board of Management
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