Whole School Plan for Visual Arts

School:

Rockmount National School

This school plan for the visual arts was drafted by the teaching staff of Rockmount National School in April 2021.
Rationale
This policy was formulated to benefit the teaching and learning of visual arts within our school and ensure that all strands and strand units of the curriculum are taught during the academic year. This plan is a record of our good practice in this subject and also conforms to the principles of the curriculum statements on visual arts.
Vision
In our school we recognise the potential of each child in our care and endeavour to develop those qualities that make each child unique. We promote creativity, imagination and aesthetic understanding in line with the school’s vision statement as outlined in the curriculum statements.

General Aims
· To enable pupils at all levels to produce art work by engaging in a variety of art processes.

· To differentiate the curriculum in terms of content, process and product to make it accessible for all the pupils.
· To provide a broad and balanced programme in visual arts education, at all class levels, by engaging with the strands of the curriculum.
We endorse the aims and objectives of the Primary School Curriculum for visual arts and, in addition, we aim:

· To provide activities that  promote shared exploration and discovery of the elements and aspects of visual arts education.

· To create an atmosphere of enjoyment and allow a sense of fun to permeate our visual arts classes.

· To exploit the positive effect purposeful visual arts activities can have on the child’s learning in other areas of the curriculum.

· To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression, inventiveness and individuality.

· To help the child to express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile form.

Curriculum Planning
1) Strands and strand units

Visual Arts has six strands and two strand units at each class level.  Teachers should familiarise themselves with the strands and ensure that each strand is given equal prominence in the yearly visual arts programme.
Strands and Strand Units

	Strand
	Strand Units

	Drawing
	· Making drawings

· Looking and responding

	Paint and Colour
	· Painting

· Looking and responding

	Print
	· Making prints

· Looking and responding

	Clay
	· Developing form in clay

· Looking and responding

	Construction
	· Making constructions
· Looking and responding

	Fabric and Fibre
	· Creating in fabric and fibre
· Looking and responding


2)
Approaches and Methodologies
The appropriate teaching methodology for visual arts is considered to be through 
“guided discovery”.  This allows the child to explore the expressive potential of 
various media and to experiment with them.  It allows the child to cultivate their 
own artistic interpretation of the world and to observe the visual environment.  In 
addition children are encouraged to appraise artists’ works.  The following, 
approaches are recommended:
· Emphasis on process rather than the product.
· Exposure to a wide range of materials and techniques.

· Development of previously learned skills.

3)   Linkage and Integration
Teachers must plan for opportunities for linkage of visual arts activities. A thematic approach may be taken for linking strands e.g. at Christmas.  Teachers are encouraged to integrate visual arts with other subjects in a way that compliments curriculum aims and objectives in the subjects. 
4)   Assessment and Record Keeping
The school recognises the importance of assessment and record keeping in the delivery of visual arts education.  Teachers observe and discuss both work in progress and completed work. The primary form of assessment in our school is teacher observation where the teacher notes the quality of imagination, inventiveness and involvement of the child. The child’s ability to use materials and tools, the child’s contribution to group activities and the quality of his/her responses to artwork can be observed and recorded. Use will also be made of teacher-designed tasks to assess areas of development. Project and work samples will also be used to look at the progression of skills development and as a record of achievement.

5)   Children with Different Needs
The visual arts programme will provide opportunities for all children to experience success. Particular support will be given to children with special needs where discovery and experimentation in visual arts can be very rewarding and may lead to the development of other skills and talents. The resource teacher, when devising learning profiles, shall consult with the class teacher as to the visual arts activities that best suit the children with special needs in our school.

Children who display a particular ability in the area of the visual arts will be encouraged to develop their talents through a range of school activities. Parents will be made aware of their child’s talents at the annual parent teacher meeting and this information will also be recorded in the report card. These children will be encouraged to avail of opportunities to engage with the visual arts e g. entering  competitions and creation of school displays.
6)   Equality of Participation and Record Keeping
All children shall have equal access to all visual arts activities. In line with our inclusive school policy, different cultures are affirmed through discussion, activities and displays. No child will be excluded from the visual arts programme.

Organisational Planning
7)  Timetable
Visual arts will be an intrinsic part of class timetables.  Infant classes will have 2 hours and 30 minutes per week for Arts education, to include Visual Arts, Music and Drama, and other classes will have 3 hours per week.  At certain times of the year teachers may block time when they are working on particular projects or preparing for special occasions. Teachers will ensure that pupils attending supplementary teaching will be included in visual arts programme as far as is possible. 
8)   Displays
Children’s work is displayed in each classroom and will be regularly updated to ensure that the children are inspired by a colourful and constantly changing classroom environment. The school corridors, the entrance hall and notice board are used to display artwork completed by the children. Projects and artwork from 2nd and 6th class are displayed in the church for the sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist. 

9)   Resources and ICT
Resources are held centrally in the classroom computers may be used in art classes and for project work. The school’s digital camera may be used to keep a record of completed projects and displays for future reference.  Books in relation to visual arts and art appreciation are available in the resource section of the staff room.  Teachers accessing the Internet must follow the school’s Acceptable Use Policy and check proposed websites in advance of the class going on line.

10) Health and Safety
School personnel are mindful of the health and safety issues associated with the visual arts.  
· Every care will be taken in using glue, scissors, craft knives, clay and other materials.  
· All art materials used should be non-toxic and safe for children to work with.  
· The children will be encouraged to wear old clothing during practical classes to protect uniforms. 

· Teachers will pay particular attention to the floor area near the sink when children are changing water.  
· Plastic containers must be used for water.  
· Glass jars are not permitted.  
· Lighting should be adequate and the room well ventilated while work is drying. 

11) Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting
Each teacher will have a copy of this plan and will be encouraged to refer to it for long and short term planning.  Each teacher’s planning reflects a balanced approach to the six strands in relation to Making and Doing.  A thematic approach for some aspects of the programme – the seasons, school events, the school calendar, cross circular activities, celebrations and festivities has been agreed.  This thematic approach should be reflected in each teacher’s long and short-term planning. Following consultation, it was decided by the staff that the Looking and Responding strand unit be incorporated into each lesson, either as the “Stimulus” for the lesson (based on children’s experiences, environment, local and national events) or in the “Looking and Responding” and “Concepts and Skills” section at the end of the lesson.  We record work completed in the Cuntas Míosúil.

12) Staff Development

Teachers are supported, where possible by the Board of Management to develop their range of skills and expertise in the visual arts. Attendance at courses in the Education Centre is promoted and the sharing of knowledge and skills is facilitated at staff meetings and during school planning days. 

13) Parental Involvement

Parents with particular skills and interest are invited to support the visual arts programme. They may also be invited to assist in other school events. Children’s interest in the visual arts can be stimulated by visiting galleries, museums and exhibitions and, where possible observing artists and craftspeople at work.  Parents are encouraged to avail of such learning opportunities for their children and to encourage their children to enter local exhibitions and community events. Information on these events is circulated through the school newsletter. 

14) Community Links
Links are forged with the local community and artists and craftspeople e.g. Artist in the School Scheme. The visual arts programme is also linked with the study of local history, geography, traditions and folklore.  The local community, including local artists, education officers, theatre and national support structures will be considered as valuable resources in supporting the teaching of Visual Arts curriculum.  Events/ outings that happen from time to time are

· Museum visits
· Workshops by visiting groups or artists

· Art displays

· Poster/Art competitions, with links to Achieve School and Green Schools Programmes. 
Success Criteria

The success of this plan will be measured using the following criteria:      

·  The teacher’s preparation has been based on this plan and procedures outlined                     have been consistently followed. 
· Continuity of content and methodology will be evident in a teacher’s preparation and monthly reports.

· On going assessment will show that pupils are developing a level of appreciation of the visual arts appropriate to their age and ability.

Implementation
The implementation of this plan will begin in May 2021.                  
It is intended that it will be implemented in full during this school year.  Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the visual arts programme for their own classes.
Ratification and Communication

This plan was ratified by the Board of Management at its meeting in May 2021.
It will be reviewed at the end of every third school year thereafter.  Parents may obtain a copy of this plan from the Principal or it may be viewed on school website.

Signed:  ___________________________________
                      Chairperson of Board of Management

