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Welcome Back 
Welcome back to a brand new school year! We are delighted to see all the children  return  with such enthusiasm and energy, and we hope everyone is now settling well into their  new classes and routines. A special warm welcome goes to our new Junior Infants, who have made a fantastic start to their school journey. It’s wonderful to see how  quickly  they are adapting to their new surroundings, and we are so proud of how well they’ve embraced this exciting new chapter. We look forward to a happy, productive year ahead filled with learning, growth, and many memorable moments for all.



[image: ]Goodbye to our wonderful 6th class 
[image: ]We would like to take a moment to say a heartfelt goodbye and best of luck to our 6th Class pupils from last year, who have now moved on to secondary school. We will truly miss their presence in the school, the friendships they formed, and the many contributions they made during their time with us. It has been a pleasure watching them grow, and we are confident they will continue to thrive and achieve great things in this next exciting chapter. We wish them every success and happiness in their new schools and hope they carry fond memories of their time with us. 


Welcome Ms. Brown
We are pleased to welcome Ms. Brown to our school community this year.
 She will be supporting us by covering principal administration days.
 We look forward to working with her and are delighted to have her on board.
 The students are already enjoying her presence in the school.


School Books
At the beginning of term, all pupils were issued with their school books, copies, and folders. We kindly remind students and families to take good care of these materials. These resources play an important role in supporting learning and will be reused by other pupils in future years. We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring that all books are handled  with care and maintained in good condition throughout the year. 


Contacting the School
We kindly remind all parents and guardians of the importance of using the official school email address when contacting the school.  This ensures that all communication is handled securely and in line with GDPR requirements. Our school email system uses a designated domain that protects personal data and supports safe, professional correspondence. If you need to get in touch, please use the official school email address provided here: office@rockmountns.ie

School Closures 
Please note that there will be three staff planning closures during the school year
 to facilitate important training and professional development.
 The first closure will take place on November 28th to allow staff to attend training 
on the new Child Protection Procedures.
 The second closure is scheduled for February 6th, and the third on May 8th —
both of which will be used for training in the new Primary School Curriculum.
 We appreciate your understanding and support as we continue to ensure the highest standards of care and education for all our pupils.
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Communication

Communication with parents is very important to us in Rockmount NS. If you have any concerns about your child, please schedule a phone call/meeting with their teacher. The school day is busy and distractions can be disruptive to class time. We please ask that you schedule a meeting so we can give the conversation our full attention.






Office Hours 
Office Hours Maureen will be in the office from 10.50 – 12.40 each day. This is the 
best time to call the school if you wish to make contact by phone. Alternatively,
 you can email the school at office@rockmountns.ie. There is a visitor book
 located in  the school office. If you need to enter the school building 
(e.g. to drop off a child’s belongings), it is a requirement that you must sign the
 visitor book. This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and 
Safety Policies. On entering the school, please go to the school office to sign
 the visitor book and Maureen will assist you from there. When visiting the school,
 please do so during office hours so there will be somebody to assist you.



[image: ]Art and Craft, Photocopying and Text-a-Parent Payment
Thank you to everyone who has paid the art and craft, photocopying and text-a-parent payment already. This payment is €20 per pupil and can be paid online if more convenient. This payment goes towards art and craft materials for the year and paper and ink etc. for photocopying and printing. It will also be used to cover the cost of the school text message service.
IBAN: IE 95 BOFI 90433332568653 BIC: BOFIIE2DXXX
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[image: ]Please ensure your child is in full uniform each day (navy tracksuit with crest and white polo t-shirt). School crests are available from the office for €5, if anyone requires one. Each child needs a pair of runners with white soles for use in our PE hall. This is in order to maintain the condition of the floor. Thank you to everyone who has sent in their shoes so far. As the weather is so changeable in Rockmount it is important that your child brings a coat to school every day. It is important that the children get out in the fresh air as much as possible during break times. Please ensure they have a coat that is suitable for inclement weather conditions. As noted at the end of the last school year, hoodies are not appropriate for health and safety reasons. Please ensure your child has a          navy sweatshirt with a school crest.






[image: ]Homework
Please ensure that you check your child’s homework every evening and ensure that their homework diary is signed (1st-6th Class). Thank you for your cooperation.
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Punctuality
 Please be mindful that school begins at 9am and finishes at 1.40pm for infant classes and 2.40pm for all other pupils. Unfortunately, we currently do not have a before or after school service. The earliest pupils may be dropped off is at 8.50am and pupils must be picked up by 2.40pm sharp. Thank you for your cooperation.

[image: ]Attendance
As part of our DEIS plan, we place a big emphasis on the importance of school attendance for your child’s education. If your child is absent from school please send an email to office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for your child’s absence. When we record the roll on our online system we need to give a reason for absence (e.g.illness, family reason etc.). While it is very important that you do not send your child to school if they are sick, we want to emphasise the importance of attendance wherever possible. Remember, 20 school days absent is the equivalent of missing a whole month of school.

[image: ]Healthy Eating
Thank you for your excellent response to our healthy eating policy to date. Our School Policy deems fizzy drinks, chocolate, bars, chewing gum, crisps, cakes and biscuits as being unsuitable for school lunches. Thank you for your co-operation in ensuring that our healthy lunch policy has been successful and we are sure that we can rely on you to continue the good work. 
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