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Rockmount National School November Newsletter 2025
[image: ]Opening of School Year Mass
We had a lovely Opening of School Year Mass before the Halloween break. Many thanks to Fr. Donagh for coming in to celebrate the Mass with us. The children participated wonderfully, with each child playing a part in the service through prayers, gift offerings, and singing. They performed beautifully and represented the school with great pride. Well done to everyone involved, and we look forward to a brilliant year ahead filled with learning, kindness, and community spirit.
[image: ]Whole School Assembly – Halloween Celebrations
Before the Halloween holidays, we held a wonderful whole school assembly to celebrate the first half of the school year. The children looked fantastic in their lovely and spooky Halloween fancy dress outfits and well done to everyone who made such a great effort to dress up on the day! Each class shared samples of their Recount Writing from the term, showcasing their hard work and creativity. The children also delighted everyone with beautiful singing and poem recitations, adding to the festive atmosphere. During the assembly, we also took the opportunity to welcome our new children to the school, who have already become a wonderful part of our school community. We celebrated all the birthdays that took place over the past few months and reflected on the many exciting events and achievements since we returned to school in September. It was a truly lovely occasion that brought the whole school together.

[image: ]Senior Room Trip to Miltown Library
On Wednesday, 22nd October, the children in the Senior Room enjoyed a fantastic trip to Miltown Library. The pupils were extremely well behaved and thoroughly enjoyed listening to the brilliant stories told by Wayne O’Connor, which captured everyone’s imagination. A huge thank you to Helen Flynn in the library for organising this enjoyable and educational visit for us. It was a wonderful experience that helped to inspire a love of reading and storytelling among our students.
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Senior Room Football Blitzes
A big well done to the footballers in the Senior Room who took part in two blitzes in Miltown
and Kilmihil in October. They represented the school superbly, showing great teamwork and
a positive spirit while working alongside Rineen and Moy schools on the day. We hope the
children enjoyed the experience and are very proud of how well they played and conducted themselves throughout the events.
[image: ]Active Yard and Active School’s Committee
We’re delighted with the great work taking place around the school with our active yard programme at break times. Currently, we are running Active Yard break times every Monday and Thursday, where the children  in 6th Class lead fun yard games for their classmates. We’ve also contiued “Feel Good Fridays” — music and cooperative games for everyone to enjoy. It’s working really well and the children are enjoying being active, collaborating and having fun. A big well done to all the children who were selected for our Active Schools Committee this year —It will be great to have our first meeting with this committee in the coming weeks.

Food Dudes
We are excited to announce that the Food Dudes programme will be starting again this year! The programme will run from Wednesday 5th November, continuing until 11th November for the Senior Room and 26th November for the Junior Room. This fantastic initiative encourages children to try and enjoy a variety of healthy foods and vegetables, helping them develop positive eating habits that can last a lifetime. It’s a fun and engaging way for the children to learn about nutrition while enjoying tasty, wholesome foods every day.
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Whole School Bingo Event
We are delighted to invite our entire school community to a Bingo Event in the school hall on
Friday, 7th November at 1pm. Children are encouraged to bring along all family members for
a fun and friendly afternoon together. There will be a cup of tea and a treat available 
afterwards as everyone comes together to enjoy each other’s company. It will be a lovely
way to bring the whole school community together and share some smiles and laughter

Junior Room Cross Country Finals
We wish the very best of luck to the children in the Junior Room who will be taking part in the
Cross Country Finals at Lees Road on 18th November. We are really looking forward to seeing how they get on! The children have represented the school superbly well to reach this stage, and we are so proud of their effort, determination, and sportsmanship. Best of luck to all!



Welcome
We are delighted to welcome two new teachers to our school community this term — Ms. Mary Coughlan and Ms. Roisín Kelly. Ms. Coughlan joins us as our new EAL (English as an Additional Language) teacher, supporting pupils in developing their English language skills and confidence. Ms. Kelly is our new release day teacher and will be working with the Senior Room one day each week. We are very happy to have them both on our team and look forward to the wonderful contributions they will bring to our school.


Termly Half Meeting
Please note that we will be holding our termly half-day meeting on Thursday, 20th November to facilitate a staff meeting. On this day, the school will close at 12 pm. Thank you for your understanding and support as we use this important time to meet and plan together.


[image: ]Parent-Teacher Meetings
Our upcoming Parent-Teacher Meetings will take place on Thursday, 27th November.  
These meetings provide a valuable opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss students’progress and development. Please be mindful that each meeting will last ten minutes,  as we must keep to a strict schedule to ensure that every family has their allocated time. 
If you feel that a longer discussion is needed, please arrange a separate appointment with the teacher for another day. Individual time slots will be shared with families shortly. We greatly appreciate your cooperation and look forward to meeting with you to discuss your child’s learning and progress.
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School Closure Notice
Please note that the school will be closed on Friday, 28th November to facilitate a whole-staff training day on the new Child Protection Procedures for Schools. This important training ensures that all staff are fully informed and equipped to maintain the highest standards of care and safety for all our pupils. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation, and we thank you for your continued support in helping us uphold a safe and nurturing school environment.
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School Christmas Carol Service
We are delighted to announce that the school’s Christmas Carol Service will take place on Friday, 12th December. It is very important that all children are present on this day, as many will have special parts to play and songs to sing during the celebration. We look forward to a funfilled event and to seeing the children shine with their performances and festive spirit!


[image: ]Changing weather - Bring in Warm Clothes 
As the weather begins to change and the colder, wetter days set in, we kindly ask parents to ensure that children come to school each day with their coats, hats, scarves, and gloves. It’s important that the children are dressed warmly and comfortably so they can enjoy outdoor time safely. We make every effort to bring the children outside for some fresh air and movement each day, even when it’s chilly, so having suitable clothing really helps. Thank you for your continued support in keeping everyone warm and well this season!
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Upcoming School Trip
We are excited to announce that the whole school will be going on a trip to Moher Hill Open Farm and Leisure Park in Liscannor on Wednesday, 17th December. This visit will be a special reward for all the children before the Christmas holidays, and we are encouraging everyone to keep up great attendance between now and then. During the trip, the children will have the opportunity to feed the animals and enjoy the indoor play area, making it a fun and memorable day for all!
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Homework
[image: ]Homework is an important way for the children to strengthen what they have learned in class and to build strong study habits that will benefit them now and in the future. Research shows that when parents are involved in homework — by offering support, showing interest and helping children take responsibility for their learning — children’s effort, confidence and achievement all improve. We kindly ask you to take a moment each day to check your child’s homework. Your involvement makes a big difference in their progress and understanding. Thank you for your continued support in helping your child succeed. 



[image: ]Communication
Communication with parents is very important to us in Rockmount NS.   If you have any concerns about your child, please schedule a phone call/meeting with their teacher.  The school day is busy, and distractions can be disruptive to class time, we please ask that you schedule a meeting so we can give the conversation our full attention.  Please see our communication policy (on school website) for further details.



[image: ]Office Hours
Maureen will be in the office from 10.50 – 12.40 each day.  This is the best time to call the school if you wish to make contact by phone.  Alternatively, you can email the school at  office@rockmountns.ie.  There is a visitor book located in the school office.  If you need to enter the school building (e.g. to drop off a child’s belongings), it is a requirement that you must sign the visitor book.  Please be reminded that adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds in the morning or evening, unless in case of an emergency or for a scheduled meeting with a teacher.  This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety Policies.  On entering the school, please go to the school office to sign the visitor book and Maureen will assist you from there.  When visiting the school, please do so during office hours so there will be somebody to assist you.
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Punctuality
Please be mindful that school begins at 9am and finishes at 1.40pm for infant classes and 2.40pm for all other pupils.  Unfortunately, we currently do not have a before or after school service.  The earliest pupils may be dropped off is at 8.50am and pupils must be picked up by 2.40pm sharp.  Thank you for your cooperation.


Attendance
[image: ]As part of our DEIS plan, we place a big emphasis on the importance of school attendance for your child’s education.  If your child is absent from school please send an email to office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for your child’s absence.  When we record the roll on our online system, we need to give a reason for absence (e.g.illness, family reason etc.). While it is very important that you do not send your child to school if they are sick, we want to emphasise the importance of attendance wherever possible. Remember, 20 school days absent is the equivalent of missing a whole month of school.
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Upcoming Important Dates

7th November - Bingo event for the whole school community.
20th November - Half In / Half Out Day - School closes at 12pm.
27th November - Parent Teacher Meetings
28th November - School Closure
12th December - Christmas Carol Service
17th December - Trip to Moher Hill Farm and Leisure Park
19th December - Christmas Holidays (School finishes at 12pm)

5th January - School reopens at 9am.
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