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Rockmount National School December Newslettter 2025
           Christmas Carol Service & Annual Raffle
[image: ]We are delighted to announce that our Christmas Carol Service will take place on Friday, 12th December, in the school hall. The children have been working hard and are excited to share a wonderful programme of Christmas carols, poems, tin whistle performances, and Irish dancing. It promises to be a joyful and festive celebration, and we warmly invite all  families to join us on the day.  The service will begin at 12:00pm, followed immediately by our Annual  Christmas Raffle.  This year, we are thrilled to offer a fantastic selection of prizes, generously donated by Local businesses .We extend our sincere thanks to all who have contributed—their support helps  make this event truly special.
We encourage families to continue selling their raffle tickets for the chance to win these wonderful prizes. Every ticket sold makes a meaningful difference. A heartfelt thank you also goes to the parents who volunteered their time to assist with fundraising on Friday, 5th December, and Saturday, 6th December. Your support, enthusiasm, and hard work are greatly appreciated and play an important part in strengthening our school community. 
Thank you once again to our generous local businesses and to all who help   make this event such a success. We look forward to celebrating the festive season together! 
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Trip to Moher Hill Pet Farm
We are delighted to announce that the children will be visiting Moher Hill Pet Farm on Wednesday, 17th December. This promises to be a wonderful day out, offering pupils an enjoyable and educational experience as they explore the farm, meet the animals, and take part in a range of festive activities. For the trip, it is important that the children wear their  uniforms, coats and sensible shoes and to bring a spare change of clothes in case we get wet. The children are to bring their school bags and lunches as normal.  A reminder that the cost of the trip is €25 per child. We kindly ask that all payments be submitted as soon as possible to help us finalise arrangements. We look forward to a memorable outing that will add great excitement to the build-up to Christmas.  

Christmas Holiday Closures
The school will close for the Christmas Holidays on Friday, 19th December, at 12pm and will reopen on Monday, 5th January, at 9am. We would like to wish all our pupils, families, and staff a very happy and peaceful Christmas, and a wonderful New Year. We hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved break and keeps safe during the festive season.



STEAM Workshop 
It was wonderful to see our 1st and 2nd Class pupils take part  in an  engaging  STEAM  workshop on     Wednesday, 26th November, in conjunction with Rineen N.S and Michael Browne of Clare Education Centre. The children had a fantastic time exploring hands-on activities and learning in a fun, creative environment. They also enjoyed a visit to the library on their way back, which added to the excitement of the day. Overall, it was a very enjoyable and enriching experience for all involved.



Cross Country Success
Well done to our two students from the junior room who performed superbly at the recent Cross Country Finals at Lees Road, Ennis, on Tuesday, 18th November. They gained invaluable experience and represented the school with great pride and determination. Well done boys!

Anti-Bullying Week
From 10th–14th November, both the Junior and Senior rooms took part in a range of activities and lessons focused on Anti-Bullying. This year, Anti-Bullying has been to the  forefront of Irish education with the Government’s release of the Bí Cinéalta procedures and the ratification of our own school’s Bí Cinéalta policy. It was wonderful to give the children the opportunity to explore this important topic further and to deepen their understanding  of kindness, respect, and positive behaviour. 

Parent teacher meetings
It was wonderful to welcome parents into the school for our Parent–Teacher Meetings on
Thursday, 27th November. The meetings provided a valuable opportunity for teachers to
share the children’s progress, celebrate their achievements, and discuss next steps in
learning. We truly appreciate the support of all our families, and we look forward to
continuing this positive partnership throughout the year.




[image: ]Food Dudes Programme
It was wonderful for the children in both classes to take part in the Food Dudes Programme during November. The initiative encouraged pupils to try a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, helping them to develop healthy eating habits in a fun and engaging way. 
[image: ]Teachers were delighted to see the children’s enthusiasm grow each day as they sampled new foods, earned rewards, and learned about the benefits of making nutritious choices. The programme has had a very positive impact, and we hope it will continue to inspire healthy habits long into the future. The children in the Junior Room are encouraged to bring fruit and veg each day and will get a certificate at each stage.

 Stay Warm as We Head Into the Holidays
As we head into the final two weeks before the Christmas holidays, we encourage all children to dress warmly to stay comfortable and healthy during the colder weather. Temperatures are expected to drop, and wearing appropriate layers—such as coats, hats, scarves, and gloves—will help everyone enjoy their school days safely. Keeping warm not only prevents discomfort but also reduces the risk of seasonal illnesses. Let’s all stay cosy and well as we move into this festive season!
[image: ]Active School
[image: ]As part of our Active Schools initiative we recently carried out a survey with pupils to find out what is working well and what could be improved in our school yard. The feedback was extremely valuable and has already led to positive changes, including the introduction of new equipment, the creation of a dedicated rest area and a slight reduction in the time allocated to organised yard games. Pupils reported feeling included, more active and very positive about initiatives such as our ‘’Feel Good Friday’’ music. We look forward to building on these ideas as we work together to make our yard an even more enjoyable and active space for everyone. 
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Communication
Communication with parents is very important to us in Rockmount NS.   If you have any
concerns  about your child, please schedule a phone call/meeting with their teacher.  The
school day is busy and distractions can be disruptive to class time, we please ask that you
schedule a meeting so we can give the conversation our full attention.  Please see our
communication policy (on school website) for further details
[image: ]
Office Hours 
Maureen will be in the office from 10.50 – 12.40 each day.  This is the best time to call the
school if you wish to make contact by phone.  Alternatively, you can email the school at
office@rockmountns.ie.  There is a visitor book located in the school office.  If you need to
enter the school building (e.g. to drop off a child’s belongings), it is a requirement that you
must sign the visitor book.  Please be reminded that adults are not permitted to enter the
school grounds in the morning or evening, unless in case of an emergency or for a scheduled
[image: ]meeting with a teacher.  This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health
and Safety Policies.  On entering the school, please go to the school office to sign the visitor
book and Maureen will assist you from there.  When visiting the school, please do so during
office hours so there will be somebody to assist you. 
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Punctuality 
Please be mindful that school begins at 9am and finishes at 1.40pm for infant classes and 2.40pm for all other pupils.  Unfortunately, we currently do not have a before or after school service.  The earliest pupils may be dropped off is at 8.50am and pupils must be picked up by 2.40pm sharp.  Thank you for your cooperation.    

Attendance
[image: ]As part of our DEIS plan, we place a big emphasis on the importance of school attendance for your child’s education.  If your child is absent from school, please send an email to: office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for your child’s absence.  When we record the roll on our online system, we need to give a reason for absence (e.g. Illness, family reason etc.).
While it is very important that you do not send your child to school if they are sick, we want to emphasise the importance of attendance wherever possible. Remember, 20 school daysabsent is the equivalent of missing a whole month of school.  

Happy Christmas 
As we approach the advent season, I would like to take a moment to express my gratitude
to each and every one of you for your continued support throughout this year.  This time of
year is especially meaningful as we watch the children prepare for the Christmas play, share
in their joy and excitement, and reflect on all that has been achieved together.  I want to
[image: ]thank all of our pupils, parents and staff for their commitment to making this a wonderful time for our school.  I hope that you all enjoy a restful and joyful Christmas, filled with peace, love, and happiness. May the new year bring new opportunities for learning, growth, and continued success.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas! 



[image: ]Dates to remember 
Christmas Carol Service: Friday 12th December 
Trip to Moher Hill Pet Farm: Wednesday 17th December 
Christmas holidays: School will close at 12pm on Friday 19th December at 12pm and it will
reopen again at 9am on Monday 5th January.
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Agreed Report
At the recent Board of Management Meeting on 4th December:

The Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment, Wellbeing Policy and Transition
Year Policy were ratified.
[image: ]The Board of Management acknowledged the use of the ICT grant to upgrade the school Wi- Fi.
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