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        Rockmount National School March Newsletter 2026
Enrolments
We are now accepting enrolments for September 2026. Enrolment application forms can be requested from the school office or downloaded from our website. Please spread the word to anyone who may be interested.  For enquiries please email office@rockmountns.ie. 
Open Evening 
 Many thanks to everyone who attended our Open  Evening on 12th February. It was a lovely evening and we look forward to welcoming our new Junior Infants in September. A special thank you to all the children who proudly showcased their work and  re presented the school so well on the night. Their performances of ongs and tin whistle music were excellent.  Many thanks also to the staff for their great efforts in preparing such a successful event. 

Marian Keane Basketball
The children performed very well at the Marian Keane Basketball competition in Ennistymon recently. Both the girls’ and boys’ teams combined with Rineen N.S. for the event. It was a fantastic experience for the children as they played several games throughout the day, showcasing their skills and demonstrating excellent teamwork. Well done to everyone involved!
Cumann na mBunscoil Mini 7s Football
Well done to the boys who took part in the recent Cumann na mBunscoil Mini 7s Gaelic Football blitz on Tuesday 17th February. The boys played as part of a combined team with Moy N.S. and represented the school very well on the day. Well done to all involved.
Pancake Tuesday
We had a lovely Pancake Tuesday at school. The children enjoyed delicious pancakes with a wide variety of toppings and syrups. Many thanks to Maureen for making  these wonderful pancakes  for        everyone. It was a fun day for all. 

World Book Day
World Book Day took place on Thursday 5th March. The children were invited to bring in their favourite book from home to share with the class. Helen Flynn from the library also visited the school to speak to the children about the library, provide access to a selection of books and read a storybook to the Junior Room.


Active Break Every Day Challenge
From January 19th to February 13th, the children took part in the 2026 Active School Flag “Active Break Every Day” Challenge organised by the GAA. The challenge encouraged children to take part in short movement breaks every day.   Everyone had great fun staying active and enjoying the exercise. 

First Confession
First Confession for the 2nd class children took place on March 5th. 
The children participated  beautifully in the ceremony and made the school very proud. Many thanks to Ms. O’Neill for preparing them so well for this important milestone on their journey towards First Holy Communion. 
Ash Wednesday 
We were delighted to welcome John G. Devitt to the school on Ash Wednesday. He led a short prayer service with the children and distributed ashes. The children participated wonderfully and read prayers during the service.
School Assembly
      We held our monthly school assembly last Friday. It was a lovely     occasion where the children had the opportunity to celebrate their      achievements and share their successes with the whole school. The pupils shared some examples of their procedural writing and the Junior Room performed a
wonderful rendition of ‘Teidí Beag Álainn.’

Interschools Quiz
On March 25th we will host an exciting interschools quiz. The children will team up with pupils from other schools, giving them a great opportunity to make new friends. We are really looking forward to this event following the great success of last year’s quiz.

Standardised Tests
  Our annual standardised tests will take place in May.
                                 English: Wednesday 20th May and Thursday 21st May
 Mathematics: Tuesday 26th May and Thursday 28th May 
               These assessments help us to track children’s progress and identify areas where further support may
                 be needed. Please ensure your child is present on these days if possible. A good night’s sleep and a
healthy breakfast will help them perform at their best. Thank you for your support.

FAI 5-a-Side
The FAI 5-a-Side tournament will take place on Monday 9th March in Lisdoonvarna. We will have both a boys’ and girls’ team from the senior room participating as part of combined teams with Rineen N.S. Best of luck to all involved. 



Set Dancing
Our set dancing programme with Eugene Donnellan is well underway. The children are having a great time learning both full and half sets. Many thanks to Eugene for providing this wonderful opportunity. 

Gaelic Football Training 
Gaelic football training has begun for both classes and will take place on Wednesdays for the foreseeable future. We are delighted to have Paul Keane coaching the children. This is a fantastic opportunity for them to learn from his expertise.

Spanish Lessons 
As part of the Say Yes to Languages Programme, the Senior Room is taking part in 10 weeks of Spanish lessons on Fridays. Many thanks to Cecilia Brizuela for facilitating these classes. It is a wonderful opportunity for the children to learn a new language and explore a different culture.
STEAM Activities – 1st and 2nd Class      
  First and Second Class are continuing their STEAM work this term in conjunction with the Clare Ed ucation Centre. The children are currently exploring the themes of energy and forces and have   been really enjoying their hands-on STEAM projects in the classroom. 
 Last week’s planned trip to Rineen N.S. will be rescheduled to a later date.
 We will keep youinformed and share the new date once it has been confirmed.



Punctuality
[image: ][image: ]School begins at 9:00am and finishes at 1:40pm for Infant classes and 2:40pm for all other pupils. Please note that we do not currently have a before- or after-school service. Pupils should not arrive before 8:50am and must be collected promptly at 2:40pm. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Attendance
[image: ]As part of our DEIS Plan, we place a strong emphasis on the importance of school attendance for your child’s education. If your child is absent, please email office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for the absence so that it can be recorded on our system.  While it is important not to send your child to school when they are unwell, regular attendance is vital. Missing 20 school days is equivalent to missing an entire month of school. 

DEIS Update 
               We are currently in Year 1 of our three-year DEIS Action Plan. This year we are focusing on targets across six key areas: 
 Literacy,  Numeracy , Attendance , Retention,  Transitions,
         Partnerships with Parents and Others



[image: ]Healthy Eating
              A healthy lunch is very important for children as it helps them to stay focused, active and ready to  learn throughout the school day. Nutritious foods such as fruit, vegetables, wholegrain breads,  yogurt and sandwiches provide the energy children need to concentrate in class and take part in activities. We encourage parents and guardians to support our Healthy Eating Policy by providing
balanced lunches and limiting foods that are high in sugar, salt and fat. Developing healthy eating
habits from a young age supports children’s overall wellbeing and helps them to make positive food
choices in the future.

Easter Holidays
The school will close for the Easter holidays on Friday 27th March at 12:00pm and will reopen on Monday 13th April at 9:00am. We wish everyone a very happy Easter.

School Closure – St. Patrick’s Day
The school will be closed on Tuesday 17th March for St. Patrick’s Day and will reopen at 9:00am on
Wednesday 18th March. We wish everyone a lovely St. Patrick’s Day.



Office Hours and Communication
Maureen will be in the office each day from 10:50am to 12:40pm. This is the best time to call the
school if you wish to make contact by phone. Alternatively, you can email office@rockmountns.ie.
A visitor book is located in the school office. If you need to enter the school building, you must sign
the visitor book on arrival. Please note that adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds in
the morning or evening unless in the case of an emergency or a scheduled meeting with a teacher.
This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety policies.
Important Dates
 Tuesday 17th March: School closed – St. Patrick’s Day
              Easter Holidays: School closes at 12.00pm on Friday 27th March and reopens on Monday 13th Aprilat 9.00am
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