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  Rockmount National School- January Newsletter 2026

Welcome Back
Welcome back everyone, and Happy New Year!  We hope all our pupils and families enjoyed a happy and restful Christmas break. It has been lovely to see the children return with big smiles and lots of stories to share. We are really looking forward to the year ahead, with many exciting learning experiences, activities and events planned. We hope everyone has a great year filled with fun, learning and success. 


Christmas Concert
Well done to everyone on their excellent performance at the Christmas concert. Thank you so much to all the staff for the hard work they put in to prepare for the day. Thank you to the parents for practicing songs and helping the children at home. A huge thank you also toeveryone who helped with organising the hall and transporting chairs. Thank you to everyone who came along to support the children on the day.






Christmas Raffle
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who sold raffle lines, helped organise prizes, and to the local businesses that generously donated. Thanks to your collective efforts, we raised an incredible €2,490.90. This money will go directly towards supporting a range of activities and  initiatives in the school, benefitting all our students.

Enrolments
We will be accepting enrolments for September 2026 from the 19th of January. Enrolment application forms can be requested from the office or can be downloaded from our website. Please spread the word to anybody that may be interested.  Please email office@rockmountns.ie if you require any further information.  

School Closure – 6th February
Please note that there will be a whole-school closure on Friday, 6th February, as staff will be taking part in training based on the new Primary School Curriculum Framework, which will be introduced gradually over the next few years. This training is an important opportunity for staff to prepare for these changes and to continue to support the best possible learning  experiences for all pupils. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Cold Weather 
As the weather has become much colder, we kindly ask that children come to school  dressed warmly each day. Wearing warm coats, hats, scarves, and gloves helps to keep children comfortable and well during outdoor play and throughout the school day. Being  dressed appropriately for the cold weather allows children to enjoy their learning and playtime while staying healthy and safe.



Marian Keane Basketball Competition
The Marian Keane Basketball Competition will take place in early February. This year, our school  will be entering both a boys’ team and a girls’ team, with teams combined with  Rineen N.S. Practicing for the competition will take place over the next few weeks, and we wish all players the very best of luck as they prepare to represent their schools with pride.

Credit Union Quiz
The Credit Union Quiz will take place in early February. We will be practising for this quiz over the next few weeks during school time. This will be a great opportunity for our students  to showcase their general knowledge skills, work as part of a team, and build confidence as  they represent their school. We wish all participants the very best of luck as they prepare for the quiz.

Spanish
We are delighted to share that our school has once again been accepted into the Say Yes to  Languages Programme. This year, we are excited to offer the children a new and enriching  learning experience through the introduction of Spanish.  A fluent Spanish tutor will work with the senior classroom pupils for one hour each week over  a ten-week period, beginning after the February mid-term break.  We believe this programme will provide a valuable opportunity for the children to explore a new language and culture, broaden their understanding of communication, and promote  inclusivity and empathy. We look forward to seeing the positive impact this experience will have on their learning journey.

Open Evening
We are excited to host our Open Evening on Thursday, 12th February from 6pm to 7pm. This is a great chance for current and prospective parents alike to explore our school, meet  the staff, and see what makes our school such a wonderful place for learning. We’ll need some help from our students in the evening to show off everything our school has to offer, so we’re counting on their support to make the event a success! We’re really looking forward to a fantastic evening and would love your help in making it a memorable one. See you there!



[image: ]Communication
[image: ]Communication with parents is very important to us in Rockmount NS.   If you have any concerns about your child, please schedule a phone call/meeting with their teacher.  The  school day is busy, and distractions can be disruptive to class time. We please ask that you schedule a meeting so we can give the conversation our full attention.  Please see our communication policy (on school website) for further details.      


Office Hours
[image: ]Maureen will be in the office from 10.50 – 12.40 each day.  This is the best time to call the school if you wish to make contact by phone.  Alternatively, you can email the school at office@rockmountns.ie.  There is a visitor book located in the school office.  If you need to enter the school building (e.g. to drop off a child’s belongings), it is a requirement that you must sign the visitor book.  Please be reminded that adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds in the morning or evening, unless in case of an emergency or for a scheduled meeting with a teacher.  This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety Policies.  On entering the school, please go to the school office to sign the visitor book and Maureen will assist you from there.  When visiting the school, please do so during office hours so there will be somebody to assist you. 

Punctuality
Please be mindful that school begins at 9am and finishes at 1.40pm for infant classes and 2.40pm for all other pupils.  Unfortunately, we currently do not have a before or after school  service.  The earliest pupils may be dropped off is at 8.50am and pupils must be picked up by 2.40pm sharp.  Thank you for your cooperation.    





Attendance
As part of our DEIS plan, we place a big emphasis on the importance of school attendance for your child’s education.  If your child is absent from school, please send an email to  office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for your child’s absence.  When we record the roll on our online system, we need to give a reason for absence (e.g. illness, family reason etc.). While it is very important that you do not send your child to school if they are sick, we want to emphasise the importance of attendance wherever possible. Remember, 20 school days absent is the equivalent of missing a whole month of school.  

DEIS Update
We are currently in year one of our three-year DEIS action plan. This year we will continue to focus on targets across the six themes of Literacy, Numeracy, Attendance, Retention, Transitions and Partnerships with parents and others.  

Important Dates to Remember: 
 February Bank Holiday: Closed Monday 2nd February
 Open Night:  Thursday  12th February 6-7pm          
 Midterm: Closed Thursday 19th and Friday 20th February
 Whole School Closure: Friday 6th February – New Primary School Curriculum  Framework Training for Staff
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