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April showers bring May flowers
Rockmount National School - April Newsletter 2026
Welcome Back After the Easter Holidays
Welcome back to everyone after the Easter holidays. 
We hope all families had a lovely break and that everyone 
is refreshed and ready for a busy and enjoyable final term 
before the summer holidays. 

Enrolments – September 2026
We are now accepting enrolments for September 2026. Application forms can be requested from the school office or downloaded from our school website. Please spread the word to anyone who may be interested. For enquiries please contact the office at:  office@rockmountns.ie

Interschool Quiz
We hosted an Interschool Table Quiz on Wednesday, March 25th. Many thanks to Cloonanaha N.S., Miltown N.S., Mullagh N.S., and Furglann N.S. for  attending. Teams were mixed so that children from different schools worked together. A fantastic day was had by all. Congratulations to the trophy and medal winners on the day. We look forward to hosting the quiz again next year. 
Seachtain na Gaeilge
We had a very enjoyable Seachtain na Gaeilge in school. The children made a fantastic effort to speak Irish throughout the week.Highlights included:
 Lá Glas (Green Day) with wonderful colourful outfits
 A Tráth na gCeist (Quiz)
 A Céilí where the children danced together
A special thank you to Ms. Brosnan for teaching the children the Siege of Ennis. It
was wonderful to hear so much Irish being spoken around the school during the
week. Well done to everyone for embracing the spirit of Seachtain na Gaeilge.



STEAM Trip to Rineen N.S.
The children in 1st and 2nd class enjoyed a very exciting STEAM trip to Rineen N.S. , where they became young engineers for the day. They designed and built ramps to help a toy car successfully clear a 5cm gap. The children worked collaboratively, tested their ideas, solved problems and refined theirdesigns through teamwork and creativity. It was a fantastic day of hands-on learning in collaboration with Clare Education Centre.

FAI 5-a-Side Soccer
The Senior Room participated in the FAI 5-a-Side Soccer Tournament in Lisdoonvarna on Monday, March 9th.
We had both a girls team and a boys team, playing alongside pupils from Rineen N.S. The children represented the school brilliantly and showed great teamwork and sportsmanship. Well done to everyone involved.


World Book Day
We had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day in school. Children brought in their favourite books and the Senior Room visited the JuniorRoom to help with reading. We were also delighted to welcome Helen from the library, who read a story to the Junior Room. Every child in both classes received a free book, which was greatly appreciated. Many thanks to Helen for visiting us.

First Confession
Well done to our two 2nd class pupils who made their First Confession on Thursday, March 5th. They represented the school beautifully and performed their duties excellently on the day.
First Holy Communion
Best of luck to our two children making their Communion on Saturday 18th April at 11am in Miltown church. It promises to be a lovely day for the children and their families and we wish them the very best of luck on this exciting day. Many  thanks to Ms. O’Neill for all her     preparation in getting the children ready for the day.

Confirmation (Half Day – School finished at 12pm)
The Confirmation will take place on Friday 24th April at 2pm in Miltown Church. Best  of luck to the children in 6th class that will be making it on the day and enjoy the day.  The school will close at 12pm on this day to facilitate the Confirmation.
Swimming Lessons
Swimming lessons will begin Thursday, April 16th and will run for eight weeks in the Lahinch Coast Hotel.  Bus leaves school: 12:30pm  Swimming lesson: 1:00pm – 2:00pm  Collection from Lahinch Coast Hotel: 2:15pm A contribution of €5 per child per week is requested to help cover the cost of the bus.Many thanks to John and Bríd O’Meara for organising this.

Spanish Lessons
The children in the Senior Room are making fantastic progress in their Spanish lessons thanks to their weekly classes with Cecilia Brizuela. It is wonderful to see the children growing in confidence and beginning to communicate in Spanish. Many thanks to Cecilia for her dedication.

Standardised Tests
Our annual standardised tests will take place in May on the following dates:
Wednesday 20th May – Drumcondra English Reading Test
 Thursday 21st May – Drumcondra English Reading 
 Tuesday 26th May – Sigma-T Maths Test
 Thursday 28th May – Sigma-T Maths Test
These assessments help us to track children’s progress and identify areas wherefurther support may be needed. Please ensure your child attends school on these days where possible. A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast will help them to do their best.

[image: ]Set Dancing
Many thanks to Eugene Donnellan, who has been teaching set dancing to the children over the past number of weeks. It has been wonderful to see the progress they have made and how much they are enjoying the dancing.


Gaelic Football Coaching
We would also like to thank Paul Keane, who has been coaching Gaelic football with both the Junior and Senior Rooms. The children have really enjoyed learning new skills and playing together. We  look forward to these sessions continuing during this term.
Congratulations to Luke
[image: ]A huge well done to Luke for representing our school in the Primary Games Football Trials and for being selected for the Clare panel.This is a fantastic achievement and we are very proud of his hard work, dedication and sportsmanship. 

School Closure - 8th May
[image: ]Please note that there will be a whole-school closure on Friday 8th May, as staff will be taking part in training based on the new Primary Curriculum Framework, which will be introduced gradually over the next few years. This training is an important opportunity for staff to prepare for these changes and to continue to support the best possible learning experiences for all pupils. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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Artist in School
[image: ]We are delighted to be partnered with Ruth Wood from the Artist in SchoolProgramme for this year. She came to visit the children on 24th March. We will be going to the beach at Spanish Point on 12th May to complete our first workshop with her. She will also be coming to visit the school on various dates throughout the months of May and June to complete a mural on the side of the school building with the children. 


Healthy Eating
 A healthy lunch is very important for children as it helps them to stay focused, active and ready to learn throughout the school day. Nutritious foods such as fruit, vegetables, wholegrain breads, yogurt and sandwiches provide the energy children need to concentrate in class and take part in activities. We encourage parents and guardians to support our Healthy Eating Policy by providing balanced lunches and limiting foods that are high in sugar, salt and fat. Developing healthy eating habits from a young age supports children’s overall wellbeing and helps them to make positive food choices in the future.

 [image: ] Office Hours and Communication
Maureen will be in the office each day from 10:50am to 12:40pm. This is the best  time to call the school if you wish to make contact by phone. Alternatively, you can email office@rockmountns.ie. A visitor book is located in the school office. If you need to enter the school building, you must sign the visitor book on arrival. Please  note that adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds in the morning or evening unless in the case of an emergency or a scheduled meeting with a teacher. This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety policies.

Bank Holiday Weekend 
Please note that the school will be closed on Monday May 4th and Tuesday May 5th due to the bank holiday weekend. 
Attendance
As part of our DEIS Plan, we place a strong emphasis on the importance of regular school attendance. If your child is absent, please email the school office stating the reason for the absence. When recording attendance we must note a reason such as illness or family circumstances. While children should not attend school when they are sick, regular attendance is very important. Twenty days absent is the equivalent of missing an entire month of school.

DEIS Update
We are currently in Year One of our three-year DEIS Action Plan. This year we will focus on targets across six key areas:
  Literacy
 Numeracy
 Attendance
 Retention
 Transitions
 Partnerships with parents and the wider community
Punctuality
School begins at 9:00am.
School finishes at:  1:40pm – Infant classes
                             2:40pm – All other classes
The earliest pupils may be dropped to school is 8:50am. At present we do not have a
before or after school service, so pupils must be collected promptly at 2:40pm.
Thank you for your cooperation.



Important Dates to Remember:
First Holy Communion: 18 th  April at 11am
April 24 th – School finished at 12pm due to the Confirmation
May Bank Holiday Weekend: Closed Monday 4th and Tuesday 5 th May
School Closure: Friday 8th May
Standardised Tests: Drumcondra Spelling Test Tuesday 28 th April
Drumcondra Standardised Tests (20th and 21st May)
Sigma T Standardised Tests (26th and 28th May)
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