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Enrolment
We are now accepting enrolments for September 2025. Enrolment application forms can be
requested from the office or can be downloaded from our website. Please spread the word to
anybody that may be interested. Please email office@rockmountns.ie if you require any other  information.
Open Evening
[image: ]We are excited to host our Open Evening on Thursday, 12th February, from 6pm to 7pm. This is a great chance for current and prospective parents alike to explore our school, meet the staff, and see what makes our school such a wonderful place for learning. 
We’ll need some help from our students in the evening to show off everything our school has to offer, so we’re counting on their support to make the event a success! We’re really looking forward to a fantastic evening and would love your help in making it a memorable one. See you  here!

Active Break Everyday Challenge
Over the past few weeks, the children have been taking part in the Active Break  Everyday Challenge as part
of the Active Schools Flag initiative. This programme included a variety of fun movement breaks filmed in Croke Park. 
Each day, the children tried  different exercises and activities, and they thoroughly enjoyed getting active together. 


[image: ]STEAM 
[image: ]First and Second Class are continuing their STEAM work this term in conjunction with the Clare Education Centre. The children are exploring energy and forces and have been really enjoying their hands on STEAM projects in class. We are looking forward to travelling to Rineen N.S. again soon for another workshop with STEAM facilitator Michael Brown. Further details for parents will be shared once dates are confirmed.

Set Dancing
Set dancing lessons with Eugene Donnellan will begin on Tuesday, 10th February and will
continue until the Easter holidays. The children will have a one-hour lesson each Tuesday. This
is a wonderful opportunity for them to learn a new skill while staying active in a fun and
enjoyable way.

First Confession
The children in 2nd class will celebrate their First Confession on Thursday, 5th March at 7pm in
the church. This is a special milestone in their faith journey, and we extend our congratulations
to all those making their First Confession. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as
they prepare for this important step.

Half in/ Half Out Day
Our termly Half In/Half Out Day will take place on Tuesday March 3rd. School will close at 12pm
on this day to facilitate staff meetings.

Spanish Lessons
We are excited to announce that Spanish classes will be starting in the Senior Room Friday
27th February, and it will run for 10 weeks. This is a wonderful opportunity for the children to
learn Spanish and experience firsthand what it’s all about. A big thank you to Cecilia Brizuela
for coming in and sharing her knowledge with us. We look forward to the lessons and the
available skills the children will gain over the next few weeks
St Brigid’s Day
In preparation for St. Brigid’s Day, the children in both classes had a wonderful time making St.
Brigid’s crosses. It was a great opportunity for the children to work together, sharing ideas and
helping each other create their own crosses using rushes. The atmosphere was full of fun and
teamwork, and it was lovely to see the children from both classes collaborating. A big thank you
to the parents and staff who helped by bringing in the rushes, making the activity possible. It
was a memorable day of learning, creativity and community!

Marian Keane Basketball Tournament
The Marian Keane Basketball tournament will take place in Ennistymon on Thursday 12th
February. We have a girl and a boys team entered in conjunction with Rineen N.S. The children
in the Senior Room have been practicing very well for this tournament in the last number of
weeks, and we wish them the very best of luck on the day.
FAI 5 a side
We are excited to enter our senior class boys’ team in the upcoming FAI 5 a side soccer
tournament in Lisdoonvarna! It will take place on Monday 9th March. We will be playing with
Rineen N.S. This is a fantastic opportunity for the children to showcase their skills, talents and
teamwork in a fun yet competitive environment. The tournament will allow the boys to test
themselves against other schools while enjoying the spirit of the game. Win or lose, it promises
to be a great day of sport, excitement, and camaraderie. Best of luck to our team-lets, give it our
best shot!
Primary Mini 7s Football
We will be taking part in the Primary Mini 7s Gaelic football tournament at the end of February.
For this competition, we will be joining forces with Moy N.S. We are really looking forward to the
tournament and to teaming up with Moy N.S. The exact date will be confirmed soon.

Standardised Tests
We would like to remind parents that our annual standardised tests will take place in May. The
English tests will be held on Wednesday 20th May and Thursday 21st May while the maths test
will follow on Tuesday 26th May and Thursday 28th May. These assessments are an important
part of tracking children’s progress and identifying areas for further support. Please ensure that
all children are in school on these days, as their attendance is essential. A good night’s sleep
and a healthy breakfast will help them perform at their best. Thank you for your support!
School Assembly
We held our monthly assembly last Friday. It was a lovely occasion that gave the children the
opportunity to celebrate birthdays from the past month, showcase their English writing, and
perform songs they have been practising in class.

Healthy Eating
Healthy eating is very important for children’s growth, learning and wellbeing. As a school, we
encourage all families to support healthy lunches, including plenty of fruit, vegetables and water,
to help children stay focused and energised throughout the day. Promoting healthy lunchboxes
helps to build positive habits that can last a lifetime.

Office hours
Maureen will be in the office from 10.50 – 12.40 each day. This is the best time to call the
school if you wish to make contact by phone. Alternatively, you can email the school at
office@rockmountns.ie. There is a visitor book located in the school office. If you need to enter
the school building (e.g. to drop off a child’s belongings), it is a requirement that you must sign
the visitor book. Please be reminded that adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds in
the morning or evening, unless in case of an emergency or for a scheduled meeting with a
teacher. This is a requirement of both our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety Policies.
On entering the school, please go to the school office to sign the visitor book and Maureen will
assist you from there. When visiting the school, please do so during office hours so there will be
somebody to assist you.

Punctuality

Please be mindful that school begins at 9am and finishes at 1.40pm for infant classes and
2.40pm for all other pupils. Unfortunately, we currently do not have a before or after school
service. The earliest pupils may be dropped off is at 8.50am and pupils must be picked up by
2.40pm sharp. Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance
As part of our DEIS plan, we place a big emphasis on the importance of school attendance for
your child’s education. If your child is absent from school, please send an email to
office@rockmountns.ie stating the reason for your child&#39;s absence. When we record the roll on
our online system, we need to give a reason for absence (e.g.illness, family reason etc.). While
it is very important that you do not send your child to school if they are sick, we want to
emphasise the importance of attendance wherever possible. Remember, 20 school days absent
is the equivalent of missing a whole month of school.

DEIS Update

We are currently in year one of our three-year DEIS action plan. This year we will continue to
focus on targets across the six themes of Literacy, Numeracy, Attendance, Retention,
Transitions and Partnerships with parents and others.

Attendance Matters – Every Day Counts!
Unfortunately, we have seen a decrease in our DEIS plan targets for attendance this term, and
we want to remind everyone just how important regular school attendance is. Every day in
school is a valuable opportunity for learning, growth, and social development. When a student
misses 20 days in a school year, that’s the equivalent of an entire month of lost education that
cannot be regained.
Poor attendance can have a lasting impact on a child’s progress, confidence, and overall
achievement. It can also make it harder for them to keep up with lessons, develop good
routines, and build strong friendships. We understand that absences due to illness are
sometimes unavoidable, but we encourage families to prioritise attendance whenever possible.
Let’s work together to improve our attendance rates and ensure that every student has the best
chance of succeeding. Thank you for your continued support in making school attendance a top
priority!

Important dates to remember
School Closure: Friday 6th February.
February Mid Term: Closed19th and 20th February
Half in/Half Out: The school will close at 12pm on March 3rd.
First Confession: March 5th at 7pm.
St Patrick’s Day: Closed 17th March
Easter Holidays: Closing Friday 27th March, re-opening Monday 13th April
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