Rockmount National School Newsletter – May 2026
Author Visit 
We were delighted to welcome author Alex Dunne to our school on Monday 27th April. The children thoroughly enjoyed hearing about her book Small Magic and taking part in the engaging and creative activities she had planned. Pupils also asked some excellent questions about her life and career as a writer, which led to some very interesting discussions throughout the visit. It was wonderful to see such enthusiasm for reading and storytelling across both classrooms. We hope this visit has inspired many of our pupils to continue reading and to make great use of the library over the summer months. 
Drumcondra Spelling Test
 Well done to all pupils who completed their Drumcondra Spelling Test on Tuesday 28th April. The children made a fantastic effort and approached the test with a very positive attitude. We are very proud of the way everyone tried their best and remained focused throughout. Effort, perseverance and confidence are all very important when completing assessments, and all pupils should be very pleased with themselves.

 Wild Atlantic Way Gaelic Football
 The Wild Atlantic Way Gaelic Football competition is now underway for pupils in 4th–6th class. Training began on Tuesday 5th May from 3pm–4pm at Miltown GAA Pitch, with boys’ and girls’ teams combining with pupils from Rineen, Miltown and Moy. Training will continue on most Tuesdays over the coming weeks, and we will keep families informed regarding upcoming fixtures and any changes to arrangements. The boys’ team recently played against Kilmurry Ibrickane and represented the school extremely well, narrowly missing out on a win after a very strong performance. Many thanks to the parents who provided lifts for the match. Upcoming matches:
  Girls’ match: Tuesday 26th May at 12pm in Miltown Malbay
 Boys’ match: Thursday 28th May at 1pm in Miltown Malbay
 We encourage all players to attend training regularly and to remember football boots and gum shields for all sessions.
 Swimming Lessons 
We have now completed three weeks of swimming lessons, and all pupils are making excellent progress and thoroughly enjoying the experience. Swimming is a very important life skill and forms an important part of the PE curriculum. It is fantastic to see the children growing in confidence and ability each week. Swimming lessons will continue every Thursday for the next three weeks at the Lahinch Coast Hotel.  Bus departs the school at 12.30pm  Collection is at 2.15pm from the Lahinch Coast Hotel  Bus cost is €5 per child each week We strongly encourage all children to attend each week, as it is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to build confidence, develop important water safety skills and enjoy physical activity in a fun environment. 


Gaelic Football Coaching
 It has been wonderful to welcome Paul Keane from Miltown GAA to the school each Wednesday over the past number of weeks. Pupils in both classrooms have really enjoyed taking part in the sessions and have developed their Gaelic football skills, teamwork and confidence.
 We are delighted that Paul will continue working with the children over the coming weeks. These sessions provide a fantastic opportunity for all pupils to stay active, learn new skills and enjoy participating in sport together.
 

Confirmation 
A huge congratulations to our pupils who made their Confirmation on Friday 24th April. The boys represented the school wonderfully and carried out all of their roles with great confidence and respect throughout the ceremony. They delivered the readings beautifully, brought up the symbols reverently and led the Prayers of the Faithful excellently. They were a credit to themselves, their families and our school community, and we are extremely proud of them all. First Holy Communion Well done to our pupils who made their First Holy Communion on Saturday 18th April. The children conducted themselves beautifully throughout the ceremony and carried out their roles with great care, confidence and respect. It was a very special occasion for the pupils and their families, and we are very proud of how well they represented the school on the day. 


SET Allocation
 Unfortunately, the school’s allocation for Special Education Teaching hours has been reduced by 2.5 hours by the Department of Education. The Department allocates hours to schools based on enrolment figures and educational needs profiles, and a number of schools both locally and nationally have experienced reductions this year due to budgeting constraints. While this is disappointing news, we remain fully committed to supporting all pupils on the Continuum of Support and will continue to do our utmost to meet children’s needs. 
Class Allocations for Next Year Class allocations for next year have now been confirmed.
 Junior Room: Ms. O’Neill 
Senior Room: Ms Brosnan on her return from maternity leave 
SET: Mr. Burke 

Attendance Reminder 
As we move into the final seven weeks of the school year, regular attendance is extremely important. We have many exciting activities, events and learning opportunities planned over the coming weeks, and it is important that pupils attend school consistently so they can fully participate in all aspects of school life. Being in school every day supports children’s learning, helps maintain friendships and routines, and ensures they benefit from all classroom activities. Of course, if a child is unwell they should remain at home, but otherwise we encourage all pupils to attend school each day. Every day truly counts. 
Spanish Lessons 
The children in the Senior Room are thoroughly enjoying their Spanish lessons with Cecilia Brizuela each Friday. Pupils have been engaging very positively in the lessons and are showing great enthusiasm while learning new vocabulary and phrases. It has been wonderful to see their confidence developing as they explore a new language and culture.
 Standardised Tests Reminder 
A reminder that our annual standardised testing will take place during May. These assessments help us monitor children’s progress and identify areas where additional support may be required.  The tests will take place on the following dates:   Drumcondra Reading Tests: Week of 18th–22nd May 
 Sigma-T Maths Tests: Tuesday 26th May and Thursday 28th
 May We kindly ask parents to ensure children attend school on these days where possible. A good night’s sleep and healthy breakfast can also make a big difference in helping children feel relaxed and prepared. 
STEAM Workshops
 Our 1st and 2nd class pupils really enjoyed taking part in a series of steam workshops with facilitator Michael Browne, organised by Clare Education Centre, over the course of the school year. STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths. It encourages children to explore, create, investigate and solve problems in a hands-on and engaging way. During the workshops, the children explored the topic of materials, energy and forces. We were also delighted to receive a range of new STEAM resources and tools, which will support teaching and learning cross the school. This has been a lovely introduction to STEAM and a valuable step as it becomes part of the new Primary Curriculum. Thank you to all parents who have helped with transport to Rineen for workshops. 

School Tour
 This year’s school tour will take place on Tuesday 16th June. Pupils will travel to Woody’s Fun Club near Knockanes, Adare, Co. Limerick for what promises to be a very enjoyable and active day. The venue offers a wide range of activities suitable for all age groups, and we are looking forward to a fantastic day together. The bus will leave at 7.15am and we should be home by about 4.30pm. 
Congratulations 
A huge congratulations to Luke for representing our school on the Clare Primary Games Football panel. The team played against Kerry and secured a brilliant victory on a scoreline of 1-4 to 1-2. This is a fantastic achievement, and we are extremely proud of Luke’s hard work, dedication and sportsmanship. 

[image: ]Whole School Assembly
 We held our monthly whole-school assembly on Friday 1st May. These assemblies provide a lovely opportunity for pupils and staff to come together to celebrate achievements, discuss upcoming events, recognise birthdays and share examples of excellent work and writing from the classrooms. It is always wonderful to see pupils encouraging and supporting one another. Active Schools Week We are excited to announce that Active Schools Week will take place from 15th–19th June. This is always a hugely enjoyable week in the school calendar and gives pupils the opportunity to take part in a wide variety of fun physical activities and challenges. Throughout the week, we will encourage all children to stay active, work together and most importantly have fun while developing healthy habits and positive attitudes towards physical activity. 

6th Class Graduation Mass – Class of 2026
[image: ]We are delighted to announce that the 6th Class Graduation Mass will take place on Tuesday 23rd June at 12pm in the school hall. All parents of 6th class pupils are warmly invited to attend this very special occasion. The Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Donagh and will provide an opportunity for our school community to celebrate the achievements and memories of our wonderful Class of 2026 as they prepare for the next stage of their journey. 
Church Gate Collection 
Our annual church gate collection will take place on Saturday 13th June and Sunday 14th June. 
Collection times are:  Saturday: 5.15pm–6.15pm  Sunday: 11.45am–12.45pm
 We would greatly appreciate any parents who may be available to assist with this fundraiser. If you are interested in helping, please contact the school office at office@rockmountns.ie. 

Termly Staff Meeting
 Please note that our termly staff meeting will take place on Wednesday 17th June. On this day, the school will close at 12.00pm. Thank you for your continued understanding and support as staff use this important time for planning and school development work. 



Punctuality 
Punctuality is extremely important in helping children begin the school day in a calm and positive manner. School begins each morning at 9.00am, and we kindly ask that pupils do not arrive before 8.50am as supervision is not available before this time. Collection times are:  Infant Classes: 1.40pm  All Other Classes: 2.40pm
 As we do not currently operate a before or after-school service, prompt collection is essential. Your cooperation and support in helping us maintain safe and organised routines is greatly appreciated. 
Office Hours and Communication 
[image: ][image: ]Maureen will be available in the school office each day from 10.50am–12.40pm. This is the best time to contact the school by phone. Parents may also contact the school at any time via email at office@rockmountns.ie. A reminder that all visitors entering the school building must sign the visitor book in the office. Adults are not permitted to enter the school grounds before or after school unless attending a scheduled meeting or in the case of an emergency. These procedures form part of our Child Safeguarding and Health and Safety policies.
 DEIS Update
We are currently in Year 1 of our new three-year DEIS Action Plan. Over the course of the plan, we will focus on targets in six key areas:  Literacy  Numeracy  Attendance  Retention  Transitions  Partnerships with parents and the wider community Through a range of initiatives and supports, we aim to continue enhancing teaching and learning experiences for all pupils while strengthening links between home and school. We look forward to working together with the entire school community throughout this process.





[image: ] Primary Curriculum Framework 
The Department of Education’s new Primary Curriculum Framework will be introduced through a phased implementation over the coming years. This gradual approach will support schools and teachers in becoming familiar with the new curriculum areas, teaching approaches and resources in a meaningful and manageable way. From September 2026, schools will begin enacting at least one curriculum area, with ongoing professional learning and support provided by Oide and the NCSE. This phased rollout aims to ensure high-quality learning experiences for all children while building on the many strengths already present in our school community. 


Healthy Eating
 Healthy eating plays a very important role in helping children stay focused, active and ready to learn throughout the school day. Nutritious lunches provide children with the energy needed to participate fully in lessons and activities. We encourage families to continue supporting our Healthy Eating Policy by providing balanced lunches such as fruit, vegetables, yogurts, sandwiches and wholegrain foods while limiting foods high in sugar, salt and fat. Developing healthy eating habits from a young age supports children’s wellbeing both now and into the future. 




Artist in School Partnership 
You may already have noticed the three white panels on our school building, which will soon become part of an exciting new mural project. We are delighted to have received the Artist in School Grant from Clare County Council. Artist Ruth Wood has begun working with pupils to create a mural inspired by the beautiful local landscape and sea around us. The project began with a visit to Spanish Point Beach for inspiration, and Ruth has already completed her first workshop day in the school, where pupils created a range of exciting ideas and designs. Ruth will continue working with different classes throughout May and June as the mural develops. We are all looking forward to seeing the finished artwork brighten our school environment.
 

SET Allocation
 Unfortunately, the school’s allocation for Special Education Teaching hours has been reduced by 2.5 hours by the Department of Education. The Department allocates hours to schools based on enrolment figures and educational needs profiles, and a number of schools both locally and nationally have experienced reductions this year due to budgeting constraints. While this is disappointing news, we remain fully committed to supporting all pupils on the Continuum of Support and will continue to do our utmost to meet children’s needs. Class Allocations for Next Year Class allocations for next year have now been confirmed.
 Junior Room: Ms. O’Neill 
Senior Room: Ms Brosnan on her return from maternity leave 
SET: Mr. Burke 

BOM Agreed Report 
At the recent Board of Management meeting, the following policies were ratified:  AUP Policy  Health and Safety Policy  Code of Behaviour Policy 
 Bí Cineálta Policy  Data Protection Policy The Board also confirmed the dates for the church gate collection fundraiser. 


Important Dates to Remember 
 Drumcondra Reading Tests: Week of 18th-22nd May
  Sigma-T Maths Tests: 26th & 28th May 
 Girls’ Gaelic Football Match: Tuesday 26th May
  Boys’ Gaelic Football Match: Thursday 28th May
  School Closure (Bank Holiday): Monday 1st & Tuesday 2nd June 
 Church Gate Collection: 13th & 14th June
  School Tour: Tuesday 16th June
  Active Schools Week: 15th–19th June
  Staff Meeting – School closes at 12pm: Wednesday 17th June 
 6th Class Graduation Mass: Tuesday 23rd June at 12pm 
 School closes for Summer Holidays: Wednesday 24th June at 12pm	
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