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Background

The Lecale and Downe Historical Society is one of
the longer established and constantly active local
history societies in Northern Ireland. Originally two
separate groups, the Downe Society (est. 1948) and
Lecale Historical Society (est. 1974), the two
organisations amalgamated in 2009.

The Society organises events to both inform members
and encourage more general interest in the rich
heritage of the Lecale peninsula and surrounding parts
of County Down. Since 1983 an annual journal has
been published along with several monographs since
2011.

The Society has charitable status with an aim to assist
the community by promoting the study of history
and the environment.

We warmly welcome new members. Individual
membership is £15 per year and household
membership is £20. Benefits of membership include
FREE entry to events and a complimentary copy of our
journal, Lecale Review. Membership forms can be
found on our website.



Events Programme 2026

All meetings take place at 7:30pm at
Down County Museum, Downpatrick, unless otherwise stated.
Members: Free entry Visitors: £5 donation (inc. tea/coffee)

January

Thursday 29 January 2026
‘A Year in the Woods’
Montalto through the Seasons
Paul Clements

February
Thursday 26 February 2026
A Reflection on the 80 Candles for 80 Years project : the
experiences of Edith and Gert Jacobowitz;
Millisle Farm Refugees
Shirley Lennon

March
Thursday 26 March 2026
Treasure Island (arrr!): Archaeology and the Treasure
Act
Dr Greer Ramsey

April
Thursday 30 April 2026
Downpatrick Union Workhouse
Dr Finbar McCormick (LDHS President)

Members’ reminder:

Subscriptions due on 1st April.

Members are reminded to have their subscriptions
paid on 1 April to cover membership for the coming
year and to ensure they receive a complimentary copy
of Lecale Review.

The preferred payment is by standing order. Please see

the Membership Form on our website.



Events Programme 2026

All meetings take place at 7:30pm at

Down County Museum, Downpatrick, unless otherwise stated.
Members: Free entry Visitors: £5 donation (inc. tea/coffee)

May
Thursday 28 May 2026

Annual General Meeting
Followed by:

‘Confessions of a Political Editor’
Mark Devenport

June
Saturday 13 June 2026

The Annual Outing this year is to South Armagh
Guide: Una Walsh

September
Thursday 24 September 2026
The Earl and the Gardener’s Wife: A Story of the First

Earl Annesley and Sophia Connor
Trevor Martin

October
Thursday 29 October 2026
Launch of Lecale Review Number 24

Members are asked to attend to collect their
complimentary copy.

November

Thursday 26 November 2026
Christmas Traditions
Linda McKenna



Lecale Review

Lecale Review is the Society’s annual journal,
published as a resource of historical information
associated with Lecale and County Down. We actively
invite contributions for consideration. These can
range from short notes or photographs to longer
pieces and do not have to be academic in content or
tone. We are particularly interested in publishing
information and stories from people who might not
normally think of writing them down. The ‘house
style’ guide for contributors can be found on our
website.

To date, the Society has also produced four occasional
monographs and the Townlands of Lecale map, in
collaboration with Dr Brian Turner and the Friends of
Down County Museum.

Anyone who would like to contribute to Lecale Review
is invited to make contact by post, at any Society
meeting or by email:
lecalerevieweditorial@gmail.com
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President

Dr Finbar McCormick

Trustees

Ken Dawson (Chair)
John Surginor (Vice Chair)
Ken Morrison (Secretary)
Stephen Magorrian (Treasurer)
George Caffrey
Berkley Farr
Anne Liggett
Linda McKenna
John McManus
Ken Tait

General enquiries:
lecalehistory@hotmail.com

Ken Morrison, Secretary:

Ken_Morrisonl4@yahoo.co.uk

Website

www.lecaledownehistoricalsociety.co.uk

Facebook: Lecale & Downe Historical Society

Instagram: lecale2024
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