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December Newsletter
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is hard to believe we are at this time of year already! December, as always, promises to be a very busy month in school.
The children are already enjoying getting ready for our Christmas Carol Service. It is lovely to hear the carols being sung throughout the school as preparations continue.

Homework Update 
Written homework will continue as normal this week. Please note that the last Spelling test of the 2025 year will take place on Thursday this week for all classes.
Next week, children will continue to have reading homework. We ask that they also use homework time to go over and practise songs and readings for our Carol Service. Your encouragement at home makes a significant difference.

Chromebook Appeal Update 
We are very grateful for your support towards our Chromebook Appeal! Thanks to your kind donations, we have now secured funding towards eight Chromebooks, and we are well on our way to reaching our goal for the ninth due to donations from individual families from within school and the wider community. We truly appreciate all your support, no matter the amount. We understand the financial constraints on families, especially at this time of year, and are thankful for all your help. Our aim is to secure funding for the first ten Chromebooks before placing a bulk order, and every contribution brings us closer to this target.
The Christmas Raffle Sheets being sent home tomorrow will contribute directly to this fund, as will our eagerly awaited Movie Night this week. Your continued support makes a real difference to the resources available for our children.

Christmas Raffle 
A big thank you to all the families who have already generously donated gifts and approached local businesses for prizes for our upcoming Christmas Raffle. Your efforts are much appreciated and help us make this event a success! Any further prizes would be gratefully received, and acknowledgements will be made on our future social media postings.


After School Clubs 
Please note the following schedule for our After School Clubs:
· Breakfast Club: Continues daily from 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM until Friday 19th December.
· Activity Club: Continues daily for P1-P3 children from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM.
· Homework Club: Every Monday for P4-P7, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, concluding Monday 8th December.
· Numeracy Club: Tuesdays for P4-P7, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, concludes Tuesday 9th December.
· Health Kidz HYROX: Wednesdays, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, concluding Wednesday 10th December.
· Minecraft Club: Thursdays, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, concluding Thursday 11th December.
Please note: There will be no after-school clubs running from 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM during the week beginning Monday 15th December.
Health and Well-being 
Unfortunately, at this time of year we enter flu and bug season and we kindly ask for your cooperation in keeping our school community healthy. If your child is unwell, please keep them at home to prevent the spread of infection to other children and staff. Your understanding and support in this matter are greatly appreciated.
Keeping children safe remains the foundation of everything we do. Please ensure children arrive at school before 9am for morning prayers and are picked up promptly at home times.
Dates for Your Diary
· Tuesday 2nd December: Reception to P3 pupils will visit Bagenal’s Castle for a Story Telling workshop. Children may wear Christmas jumpers for this trip.
· Thursday 4th December: The ‘Friends of St Laurence O'Toole’ are holding their eagerly anticipated Christmas Movie Night.
· Friday 5th December: School is closed for all pupils.
· Monday 8th December 2.30-3.00pm: Open Day for prospective Reception and P1 children wishing to join us for the 2026/27 School year. Please tell your friends and family! Visits to the school may also be arranged by phoning the office.
· Friday 12th December: Christmas Dinner! Children may wear Christmas Jumpers on this day.
· Wednesday 17th December @ 6:30 PM: Christmas Carol Service in St Brigid's Church, Carrickananney. All children are expected to attend. Immediate and wider families, friends, and members of the community are very welcome.
· Friday 19th December: Our Christmas Raffle will take place in school. Children may wear Christmas Jumpers on this day.
· Monday 22nd December: School closes at 11:00 AM for the Christmas Break and will reopen to children on Tuesday 6th January.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Mrs S. Comiskey
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