Ballyclare Primary School
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
As all parents will know there has been much
publicity about the critical period we are in with the
NHS being overstretched, both in the provision
needed and the staffing available to meet the
needs.
I am writing to make you aware that Education is in
a similar position. While not a “life or death”
situation by any means – all schools have been
instructed to continue to function “as best they
can” in the current climate. To this end, I have to
inform you that we really appreciate parents
supporting us in this time of extreme challenge.
Parents, pupils and staff can be unwell, without
warning, and our contingency plans - no matter
how robust in the past – are under extreme
pressure. Getting additional support/childcare at
home can be a very big challenge for parents and
getting staff cover at cleaner, catering, classroom
assistant and even teacher level is at a critical stage
in all schools. As you know, we are seeing closures
within our community in all sectors, due to staffing
issues. For schools, this is a last resort but for some
of our local schools it has been a reality to close
classrooms, use communal hall facilities and access
Remote Learning. For ourselves, we have been able
to access additional staff cover via our own parttime staff doing additional hours and some very
limited substitute teacher cover. Substitute cover is
not easily available. Emergency Procedures for the
future of our school system overall in a staged way
in Northern Ireland will be in the following way:
STAGE 1 - School will function completely normally
with all staff in place. (Normal Status Quo).
STAGE 2 - School will function normally with
additional internal cover staff in place, if absence
occurs.
STAGE 3 - School will function normally with
additional external cover staff in place, if we can
access available people.
STAGE 4 - Should there not be staff available to
ensure classes can be covered safely, either with
assistants or teachers, then we will inform parents
of potential reduced school day or, in extreme
circumstances, a classroom closure and return to
Remote Learning for a short time.
As all parents face challenges ahead this winter we
would ask you to remain aware of the challenges
faced by schools in all sectors and areas.
Ballyclare Primary Staff remain totally committed
to maintaining the highest level of education for our
children – even in very challenging times. Please
aim to support us all you can. We have “survived”
and “excelled” in the last two years and we are
thankful to you all for the team effort this has been.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY PICNIC LUNCH ORDER
Our Christmas Party Picnic Lunch Menu
is attached to this bulletin.
All orders must be placed, via Seesaw,
by 2:00pm on Friday 26th November.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
NOVEMBER
10th
12th
P4 Trips to the War Museum
th
19
11th
School Remembrance Service
th
14
Community Remembrance Service
th
25
P5 Early Man Day
Christmas Tree Event
27th
Town Hall Square
DECEMBER
P4 WWII Activity Day
2nd
rd
Christmas Santa ‘Run a Mile’ – P1-7
3
th
School Open Morning Event
8
& Virtual Tour – New pupils
th
13
P1 Class Nativity Chat & Chew
More details to follow
14th
P5-7 School Carol Service Event
14th
More details to follow
th
P1-3 Christmas Party Picnic
15
P4-7 Christmas Party Picnic
16th
st
Term 1 Ends 11:45 – 12:00
21

ACCELERATED READER (A.R.)
Our P4-7 pupils have been enjoying their
Accelerated Reader Programme and we are
seeing lots of enthusiasm in many pupils, keen
to reach their next target. When this happens,
we like to offer a prize to encourage.
Should anyone wish to sponsor some books or
prizes for A.R. – please contact Mr McAuley or
Mrs McIntosh. This would be a great help to us.
Quizzes for A.R. are completed in school.
Should your child be off school, they will be able
to catch up on their return after illness, isolation
or holidays.
Thank you.
ROAD SAFETY FOCUS
Next week continues our Road Safety Focus
Fortnight. It was great to see so many children
dressed brightly on their way into school this
week and we are hoping the numbers doing to
only continue to increase. Thank you to those
parents who are setting an example by also
dressing brightly, leaving their children into
school.

CHRISTMAS PARTY PICNIC LUNCH
Christmas is still happening in Ballyclare Primary. We loved last year’s parties and we plan
to do this again.
Please note the following information:
Back by popular demand – all pupils will get to enjoy a Christmas Jumper and Party Time
in each class.
Children will have the opportunity to order a Christmas Party Box for Lunch,
should they wish to do so, alternatively they can bring their own packed lunch from home.

~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~

The cost of Party Box Lunch is £2.60. Free School Meals children will receive this free.
If you would like to order one of these lunches, please Seesaw your child’s class teacher
on Thursday 25th or Friday 26th November.
The money should then be placed in your child’s Book Bag on FRIDAY, 3RD DECEMBER.
Please put the money in an envelope or small bag, with your child’s name on it.
Please note: P1 – P3 Christmas Party Lunch will be on Wednesday 15th December.
P4 – P7 Christmas Party Lunch will be on Thursday 16th December.

 ALL LUNCHES MUST BE ORDERED BY FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER.

HELP US
WHILE YOU SHOP ONLINE
THIS CHRISTMAS
Help us Raise money for school - for free!
We have signed up to raise money for our school every time you shop online.
This is a really easy way to help us raise vital funds and won’t cost you a thing!
The fundraising is run by a website called www.easyfundraising.org.uk.
You can access it directly by clicking the link on our school website homepage.
To start, you have to register. It’s free and will allow the money fundraised to
go directly to our school page. They website won’t ask for any additional money,
other than to pay for the item you are shopping online for. This is a very safe and
easy way to help us raise
money for our school.
Please take a few moments to register and help us start collecting.
This website has helped raise over £5 million pounds in the UK for various causes,
let’s see how we can do!
HOW IT WORKS
1. START AT EASYFUNDRAISING:
Let's say you want to buy a book from Amazon. Instead of going
to amazon.co.uk, you go to easyfundraising.org.uk first - or you
can download the easyfundraising toolbar or app.
2. MAKE A PURCHASE:
You click from the easyfundraising website through to Amazon to
make your purchase. The price of the book is exactly the same as
if you'd visited Amazon directly.
3. GET A DONATION:
After you have bought your book, Amazon will make a donation to
your cause as a thank you for shopping with them.
Easyfundraising collect these donations, and it costs nothing!

Mrs Mulligan

