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Senior Cycle Programmes

Leaving Certificate Established

English

Irish

Mathematics

4 x Option Subjects

Assessment:
June examination period

Some practical/project
components

Leaving Certificate Applied
Alternative Pathway

Work Experience
(1 day per week)

Credits built up over two year
period



Leaving Certificate Applied - What'’s
Different?

* Recognises the talents of all young people.
* Work Experience (x 4).

* Subjects are more practical in nature and are more linked to real life
situations in the workplace and the wider community.

* Less focus on terminal exams at the end of the two year cycle as students
bank credits all the way throughout the programme.

* Atthe end of each session students receive a statement of their results from
the State Examinations Commission.



Leaving Certificate Applied - Subjects

* English & Communication
« Mathematical Applications

 Vocational Preparation &
Guidance

 Introductionto ICT

* Social Personal and Health
Education

Arts Education

Gaeilge Chumarsaideach or
Communicative French (1
year of each)

Leisure and Recreation
Specialisms

Electives



Assessment

e N

LCA Modes of Assessment

Satisfactory completion of modules + 90% attendance K] 31% LCA Certification
« Evidence of completion of 4 key assignments for each module | credits —
+ One credit per course module in which there is a final exam Certification awarded at 3 levels

« Two credits per course module in which there is NO final exam

- - R PASS 120 - 139 credits 60-69%
7 Student Tasks @ 10 credits each 70 359%
Vocational Preparation Vocational Education (x2) credits
General Education Contemporary Issue
Personal Reflection Practical Achievement
Students who acquire less than 120 credits or

Final Examinations 68 34% who leave the programme early will receive a
“Record of Experience”.

English & Vocational | Languages Social Mathematical | Credits
Communication | Specialisms (x2) (x2) Education Applications

12 credits |12 credits each| 6 credits each ‘ 10 credits 10 credits

Total 200 100%
credits 4

(N




Progression

Leaving
Certificate
Applied

(QQI Level 4)

Vocational Preparation
Vocational Education
General Education

Further
Education

Post Leaving
Certificate Course

(QQI Level 5 - 6)

SOLAS

Apprenticeships

(QQI Level 6-10)

Further
& Higher
Education

(QQI Level 6-10)

Careers




Leaving Certificate Established

Option Subjects:

* French * Geography

* Home Economics * Design and Communication
e Business Graphics (DCG)

o Art * Construction Studies

* Biology * Engineering

* History



Construction Studies

This subject is based on the study of buildings
and the built environment

e Written Exam 50%

* Practical Exam 25%
Student produces an item from wood

* Building Project 25%

Student produces a building detail, a
scale model of a building or a craft piece



Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)

DCG takes the place of Graphics for the Leaving
Cert.

This subject develops students' comprehension
ability, and problem solving and creative
thinking skills are developed through the
analysis and solution of both 2 and 3
dimensional graphics.

Written exam paper 60%
Student Assighment 40%



Engineering

LC Engineering is the study of
mechanical engineering.

It gives hands-on experience of working
with tools and machinery.

* Written Paper 40% OL - 50% HL
* Student Project —workshop/lab work
* Practical Exam



History

Assessment consists of two components:

1. Awritten exam (80%) — Students answer
In essay form

2. Aresearch study report (20%) —
submitted before the exam and related

to any aspect of history



Geography

Geography is a very popular subject
choice

* Geographical investigation 20%
* Written Exam - 80%




Art

* Students complete a still life/imaginative
composition piece as well as a craft/design
piece in their Art classes over 2/3 months of
6" Year — 50%

* Students complete a one-hour life sketching
exam - 20%

e Students also complete a 2.5 hour written Art
History and Appreciation exam - 30%

An art portfolio is a requirement for most
third level art and design courses.




Business

e Four Contextual Strands:

* Exploring the Business Environment,
Understanding Enterprise, Leading in
Business and making Informed
Decisions.

* New Course Content for September 2025
Investigative Study — 40% (Common Brief)

* Written Examination —60% (O+H)




Home Economics

—
The syllabus consists of 3 core areas: | I
1. Food Studies 3 M
2. Resource Management and Consumer ' \ < A

ve

Studies W'
3. Social Studies T NP
- | ‘“ 1) “‘:r\“‘
. . WMo
* Practical Coursework worth 20% of the final i " \ ol r
mark is submitted using an electronic journal. LSRN |
: : . S TS
* The written exam is worth 80% and consists .

of three sections.
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Key Questions

Do | study French? 9

Do | study Biology?




French

* Athird language may be a specific
requirement for certain courses

* Assessment is by means of a written exam,
aural and oral exams

* Ordinary level and Higher level



Biology

* Some third level courses require a science
subject

* New course content for September 2025

 Three Strands
* Organisation of Life
e Structures and Processes of Life
* Interactions of Life

* Additional Assessment Component (AAC)

* 40% for a project completed ina 12 month period
started in 51" year

e 60% Final Written Exam




Leaving Certificate Established

Option Subjects:

French Geography

Home Economics Design and Communication
Business Graphics (DCG)

Art Construction Studies
Biology Engineering

History



Important Considerations

* Interest in the subject
* Ability in the subject

 Career aspirations




Leaving Cert. Grades and CAO Points

Best 6 of 7 subjects are
used to calculate points.

Students who pass higher
level Maths will get a
bonus 25 points

Higher Level Ordinary Level
Grade (%) Points Grade (%) Points

H1(90-100) 100

H2 (80<90) 88

H3 (70<80) 77

H4 (60<70) 66

H5 (50<60) 56 01 (90-100) 56

H6 (40<50) 46 02 (80<90) 46

H7 (30<40) 37 03 (70<80) 37

H8 (0<30) 0 04 (60<70) 28
OS (50<60) 20
06 (40<50) 12
07 (30<40) 0
08 (0<30) 0




Leaving Cert. Grades and Points

m6 H6s in Higher level = 276 points (H6 = 46 points) (Add 25 points to this
to make it 301 points if Maths is one of the 6 higher level subjects).

W6 O6's in Ordinary Level = 72 points (O6 = 12 points)
mH3, H3, H4, H4, H5, H6 = 388 points

mH4, H4, H5, O1, 02, O3 = 327 points

BO1, 02,03, 04, 05, 06 =199 points

B Most CAO courses require more than 250 points.

B Please keep on higher level subjects where possible (2 H5 and 4 O6/H7
for Hons Degree courses and 506/H7 for Ordinary Degree and Higher
Certificate courses).



Course/Subject Choice Research
Careers Portal

( careers
P portalie COMMUNITIES v EXPLORE v MEDIA v TOOLS v

Career Guidance tools for
all

® Join Discover a®o Match
= / tocreatea your Career @-g@ your Interests to

Career Profile Interests Careers & Courses

START HERE!

Courses Careers Apprenticeships Career Sectors Site Search

by Course Title or Code... by College here... v m




Scroll down and click on ‘School’

Courses Careers Apprenticeships Career Sectors Site Search

by Cou\  ‘tleor Code... by College here... v m

School Graduates Adult Learners

| am a second level student researching my | am anundergraduate / graduate re-

searching career opportunities

| want to return to education and explore

subjects, courses and career options options and supports available

Guidance / Teaching

Parents :
e Professionals

Job Seekers

| am interested in upskilling, changing ca-
reer or finding a job

[ want to understand my child's educa-

: 3 | want key tools and resources to support
tional and career options

my guidance / teaching practice




Click on ‘Leaving Cert’

Starting your Career Path

What'sit liketobea..

CareersPortal @ School

CareersPortal provides all the tools you need to help
you find and develop your career. We believe you
deserve the best, and encourage you to spend time
discovering what makes you different and unique, so
you can build your own future.

Here you will find links to our Junior Cycle,
Transition Year and Leaving Certificate pages. Select
the programme which is relevant to you and make
use of the resources we have developed to guide you
inexploring your future.
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Junior %
CYCRE ;

Junior Cycle

Start exploring some of
the amazing careers that
your Junior Cycle
prepares you for. Learn
how to study better and
check out Subject Choices
for Leaving Cert.

o

Ty
Nt

Transition Year

Get prepared for your
Work Experience and
discover the World of
Work. Explore the skills
you need for a successful
career.

Leaving Cert

Explore all your options
after school, including
CAO and PLC Courses.
Improve your Study Skills
to maximise your results.

AROTEISTINEIREACHT
FHEIONMEACH

Leaving Cert
Applied

The LCAis amore
practical Leaving Cert
that has been designed to
prepare students for work
and adult life.



Scroll down to explore ‘Leaving Cert
Subjects’

Key Dates 2023-2024
Access to College - HEAR

Access to College - DARE

Course Choice Checklist (pdf)

Get a quick snapshot of the key features offe (eep up-to-date on the latest developments and Ireland's largest collection of PLC and CAO course

colleges throughout Ireland. ys from colleges. videos provide deep insights into what you will

study at college. Irish Defence Forces latest
news and current vacancies

T~ December 1,2023

Graduate Programmes
Currently Hiring - December
2023

Senior Cycle Weekly
Checklist Monday 4th
December 2023

December 1,2023
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Apprenticeships closing for



Information on every LC subject

Leaving Cert Subjects

Leaving Cert | Leaving Cert Applied (LCA)

Practical Group

) Brendan Cavanagh, Ships

These subjects are 'hands-on' and involve working with tools and machinery on physical things like wood, Engineer

metals and plastic. They may involve designing, planning and building things.

What subjects did you take in school and
l Construction Studies I Engineering I Technology

how have these influenced your career
path?

Science Group

| had chosen physics, engineering and
technical drawing which all helped when |
went to train in BIM college

These subjects demonstrate how to explore nature using carefully planned methods, and teach the basic
methods and findings of scientific investigation.

I Agricultural Science I Applied Maths I Biology
Ask me another question! e
I Chemistry I Mathematics I Physics
i i . Fergal Donnelly, European
I Physics and Chemistry I Computer Science ol




Research all subjects

Summary

Grades Awarded
Course Overview
Course Content
Exam Structure
Career Possibilities

3rd Level Requirements

Career Zone ” \h NFQ Level Duration
22
@z 45 Q\"6| 3 2 Years
Summary

Biology is the study of life. Through the study of biology students employ the processes of
science to explore the diversity of life and the inter-relationships between organisms and their
environment. They become more aware of the use of living organisms and their products to
enhance human health and the environment.

Why Study Biology

¢ Biology is a popular subject and is the study of life. It requires a lot of memory work sois a
good choice for students with attention to detail and excellent memory work.

* Many courses require at least one science subject and some even require two (see third



Research on specific course requirements

« > C 25 qualifaxie T &, &  Finishupdate }

OQUALIFARY Courses AboutUs Information Hub  Calendar News Help Q

A 4

Search... Search

When it comes to your learning journey,
the possibilities are endless. But it can be
a little overwhelming. Qualifax can help
you discover your pathway.

Our comprehensive database of up to 15,000 courses is here to help students,
jobseekers, parents, guidance professionals and graduates explore their
education and training options. So whether you're a student looking for a CAO
course or an employee interested in microcredentials for that next promotion,




Scroll down and click on CAO subject
requirements

Useful Tools

[5] CAO subject requirements = CAO Points Calculator () Saved Courses

Calendar of Events

Workshop Information Event Webinar Medical Veterinary Dentistry
TUS Thurles Campus Performance UCD School of Medicine - So you

Technology Workshops for Female want to be a Doctor - Virtual Event
Athletes (5 davs)



Use drop down menu to select a subject

O\UAI_I FARQY Courses AboutUs Information Hub Calendar News

Subject Requirements

Tool

Planning to me oplication to the CAO? This tool will help
you cho@ th it subjects and levels at Leaving Cert.

Subject
Please select a subject from the subject dropdown on the
left.

All courses referred to in this section are Third Level CAO

entry. The Course Data in this section is for the CAO entry
in 2025

- Select - v

"A Science Subject" includes the following subjects:
Agricultural Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Physics

e and Chemistry.




‘Definitely require’/’May require’/’Do not
require’ lists are generated

QUALIFAY

Courses About Us Information Hub Calendar News Help Q

Subject

Biology v

@ 5 courses definitely require Biology
O 207 courses may require Biology

O 1340 courses do not require Biology

Total: 1552

WY Advanced filters \/

Courses that definitely require Biology

Higher Education CAO Level 8 NFQ NFQ Type: Major CK405

Genetics

& University College Cork
© Cork City
QY CAO Points: 521

Higher Education CAO Level 6 NFQ NFQ Type: Major AU172

Health Science with Dietetics Studies - Letterkenny

& ATU - Donegal Campuses

& Alternative provider: ATU - Atlantic Technological University
@ Letterkenny

QY CAO Points: 320

Higher Education CAO Level 6 NFQ NFQ Type: Major AUT71

Health Science with Occunational Theranv Studies - L etterkennv



NEXT STEPS......

1. Individual meeting with Ms. Roche in the
coming week

2. Do yourresearch

3. Return your form indicating your preference
for Leaving Certificate Applied or Leaving
Cert Established along with your option
subject preferences.
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