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Senior Cycle Programmes

Leaving Certificate Established

English
Irish 
Mathematics
4 x Option Subjects

Assessment:
June examination period
Some practical/project 
components

Leaving Certificate Applied

Alternative Pathway

Work Experience 
(1 day per week)

Credits built up over two year 
period



Leaving Certificate Applied - What’s 
Different?
• Recognises the talents of all young people.

• Work Experience (x 4).

• Subjects are more practical in nature and are more linked to real life 
situations in the workplace and the wider community. 

• Less focus on terminal exams at the end of the two year cycle as students 
bank credits all the way throughout the programme. 

• At the end of each session students receive a statement of their results from 
the State Examinations Commission.



Leaving Certificate Applied - Subjects

• English & Communication

• Mathematical Applications

• Vocational Preparation & 

Guidance

• Introduction to ICT

• Social Personal and Health 

Education

• Arts Education

• Gaeilge Chumarsáideach or

Communicative French (1 

year of each)

• Leisure and Recreation

• Specialisms

• Electives



Assessment



Progression



Leaving Certificate Established

Option Subjects:

• French
• Home Economics
• Business
• Art
• Biology
• History

• Geography
• Design and Communication 

Graphics (DCG)
• Construction Studies
• Engineering



Construction Studies

This subject is based on the study of buildings 
and the built environment

• Written Exam 50%

• Practical Exam 25%
Student produces an item from wood

• Building Project 25%
Student produces a building detail, a 
scale model of a building or a craft piece



Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)
DCG takes the place of Graphics for the Leaving 
Cert. 
This subject develops students' comprehension 
ability, and problem solving and creative 
thinking skills are developed through the 
analysis and solution of both 2 and 3 
dimensional graphics.

Written exam paper 60%
Student Assignment 40%



Engineering

LC Engineering is the study of 
mechanical engineering. 
It gives hands-on experience of working 
with tools and machinery.
• Written Paper 40% OL – 50% HL
• Student Project – workshop/lab work
• Practical Exam



History

Assessment consists of two components:

1. A written exam (80%) – Students answer 
in essay form

2. A research study report (20%) –
submitted before the exam and related 
to any aspect of history



Geography

Geography is a very popular subject 
choice

• Geographical investigation 20%
• Written Exam – 80%



Art

• Students complete a still life/imaginative 
composition piece as well as a craft/design 
piece in their Art classes over 2/3 months of 
6th Year – 50%

• Students complete a one-hour life sketching 
exam - 20%

• Students also complete a 2.5 hour written Art 
History and Appreciation exam - 30%

An art portfolio is a requirement for most 
third level art and design courses. 



Business

• Four Contextual Strands:
• Exploring the Business Environment, 

Understanding Enterprise, Leading in 
Business and making Informed 
Decisions.

• New Course Content for September 2025 
Investigative Study – 40% (Common Brief)

• Written Examination – 60% (O+H)



Home Economics

The syllabus consists of 3 core areas:
1. Food Studies
2. Resource Management and Consumer 

Studies
3. Social Studies

• Practical Coursework worth 20% of the final 
mark is submitted using an electronic journal.

• The written exam is worth 80% and consists 
of three sections.



Key Questions

Do I study French?

Do I study Biology?



French

• A third language may be a specific 
requirement for certain courses

• Assessment is by means of a written exam, 
aural and oral exams

• Ordinary level and Higher level



Biology

• Some third level courses require a science 
subject

• New course content for September 2025
• Three Strands

• Organisation of Life
• Structures and Processes of Life
• Interactions of Life

• Additional Assessment Component (AAC)
• 40% for a project completed in a 12 month period 

started in 5th year
• 60% Final Written Exam



Leaving Certificate Established

Option Subjects:

French
Home Economics
Business
Art
Biology
History

Geography
Design and Communication 
Graphics (DCG)
Construction Studies
Engineering



Important Considerations

• Interest in the subject

• Ability in the subject

• Career aspirations



Leaving Cert. Grades and CAO Points

Best 6 of 7 subjects are 
used to calculate points.

Students who pass higher 
level Maths will get a 
bonus 25 points



Leaving Cert. Grades and Points

6 H6s in Higher level = 276 points (H6 = 46 points) (Add 25 points to this 
to make it 301 points if Maths is one of the 6 higher level subjects).

6 O6's in Ordinary Level = 72 points (O6 = 12 points)

H3, H3, H4, H4, H5, H6 = 388 points

H4, H4, H5, O1, O2, O3 = 327 points

O1, O2, O3, O4, O5, O6 = 199 points

Most CAO courses require more than 250 points.

Please keep on higher level subjects where possible (2 H5 and 4 O6/H7 
for Hons Degree courses and 5O6/H7 for Ordinary Degree and Higher 
Certificate courses).



Course/Subject Choice Research 
Careers Portal



Scroll down and click on ‘School’



Click on ‘Leaving Cert’



Scroll down to explore ‘Leaving Cert 
Subjects’



Information on every LC subject



Research all subjects



Research on specific course requirements 



Scroll down and click on CAO subject 
requirements



Use drop down menu to select a subject



‘Definitely require’/’May require’/’Do not 
require’ lists are generated



NEXT STEPS……

1. Individual meeting with Ms. Roche in the 
coming week

2. Do your research
3. Return your form indicating your preference 

for Leaving Certificate Applied or Leaving 
Cert Established along with your option 
subject preferences. 
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