Dear Parent/ Guardian,

We hope you have all had a lovely summer break and we look forward to returning to school
next Thursday 28" August. Junior Infants will begin at 9.30am and all other pupils will begin

at 9.15am. Junior Infants will finish at 12 noon, Senior Infants will finish at 1.55pm and all other
classes will finish at 2.55pm.

Morning Routine:

e Children can enter and exit from any pedestrian gate.

o The Pedestrian gates will open at 9am and children will be supervised in their lines in
the yard until the school day begins. Please see assembly areas below. Please do not
allow your children to enter the gates until they are opened at 9am by a staff member.

e Children will be encouraged to come independently from the gate to their line in the
yard as they did last year.

e Older siblings can walk younger siblings to their line if they wish.

o Staff will be available to help children if they are unsure about where to go.

Afternoon Routine:

e Junior Infants will be collected at the front door of the school.
¢ Senior Infants will be collected at the back door at the orange gate at 1.55pm

o 1stClass children will be collected at the red gate (Ballinacubby Entrance) and they
must be collected by a parent/ guardian.

e 2nd Class children will be collected at the yellow gate (Rose Abbey Park Road, Town
side) and they must be collected by a parent/ guardian.

o Allother classes will come out together and may exit from any pedestrian gate.

Safety:

To help reduce the amount of traffic at arrival and dispersal time, please note the following.
o Parents are asked to walk/ cycle with their child if at all possible.
e Parents are encouraged to carpool when at all possible.

e ‘Parkand Stride’ is also suggested where families might park near the school and walk
the remainder of the journey.

e Ifyou are dropping your child to school by car, please approach the school via the town
end. This will allow you to drop your child safely in the set down areas. Parking is not
permitted in the set down areas. Please do not double park on the road.

e |fyou come across a car that is dangerously parked, please do not hesitate to call the
Gardai (0214779250)



¢ Please be mindful of our neighbours when driving or parking on the road.

e Parent cars are not permitted in the car park between the hours of 8.30am and 3.30pm.
Parents may park in the school car park when collecting children from Sherpa childcare
or any afterschool activities after 3.30pm.

Uniforms/ Tracksuits

The children will wear their uniforms on the first day of school. Junior and Senior infants will
wear tracksuits every day. Class Teachers will inform parents which days are tracksuit days. A
reminder that children may wear any plain navy tracksuit pants (not leggings) and white polo
shirt instead of the crested tracksuit as per our policy for this year. Please label all of your
child’s belongings.

Communication with the school

Aladdin App

You should have received notice of your child’s new teacher on Aladdin. Please use the Aladdin
App to communicate with the school as information will often be sent via the App. If you have
trouble with the App please contact us and we will do whatever we can to help. This is
essential. If your child is absent from school, please notify your child’s teacher of the reason for
absence using the App. You will need an Irish phone number to access the App.

Emails

Please email the office if you need to contact your child’s teacher. The office will pass your
message on to the teacher as soon as possible and teachers will return your call when they are
not teaching.

Mobile phones and smart devices

A reminder that Scoil Naomh ELltin is a mobile phone and smart device free zone (including
smart watches). Bringing a phone or any device which can take calls, texts, photographs or
videos will result in confiscation immediately. Children may make a call from the office when
necessary. If your child is going to a friend’s house after school and needs to be able to contact
you, please make arrangements to have your child’s phone delivered in advance. We need
every parent’s cooperation with this to make it work. As a staff we are very worried about the
effect that social media and the need for phones has on children.

On June 12" recently, the Minister for Education sent Circular 0044/2025 ‘Banning the use of
and access to personal mobile phones by pupils during the school day’. This is already in our
school rules and we thank you in advance for supporting us in this matter.

Collection during the school day

Please try to organise any medical and other appointments for after school to minimise the
disturbance for your child’s school day. Please inform the office by phone or email if you need
to collect your child early.



Illness

Please do not send any child to school if they are feeling unwell. We appreciate your support
with this. As per HSE guidelines, children must be 48 hours without a fever/ vomiting/ diarrhoea
before return to school.

Allergies

A reminder to all parents that Scoil Naomh Eltin is a Nut free and Salmon free school. We have
children in our school with severe allergies to the smell, touch and taste of peanuts, nuts, and
salmon. Due to the severity of these allergies, we are asking that you be mindful of this when
sending lunch items into the class.

Hot School Meals

As we explained in our June email, we were awaiting documentation from the department over
the summer. Procurement documentation was only issued in recent days from the Department
of Education. The department have advised that the process will take 12 weeks. The
department estimate that the scheme will be ready to rollout in January 2026.

We understand the importance of this service and will provide an update as soon as possible.

Finally, may we take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to school.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you have any queries.

Please see morning assembly areas below.

Enjoy the final few days of fun and we will see you all next Thursday.

Is sinne le meas,

Terry McCarthy Dénal Herlihy

Priomhoide Cathaoirleach, An Bhadird Bainistiochta

Morning Assembly Areas

Infant classes - Small Yard



Junior Infants A

Junior Infants B

Senior Infants A

Senior Infants B

Ms. O’ Leary Ms. Dowling Ms. O’ Connell Ms. Cullinane
1st—-6" - BigYard

Number on Class Teacher

Fence

11

12 2" Class A Ms. Scanlon

13 2" Class B Ms. O’ Connell
14

15 1%t Class A Ms. Horan

16 15t Class B Ms. C. McCarthy







