SN Cnoc Na Manach

Substance Use Policy
Introductory Statement

This policy was formulated by the staff of SN Cnoc Na Manach, following a number of in-service days and a school development planning day. This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on the 04/10/21.

Rationale

This policy was formulated to provide for a variety of learning experiences that will help children to establish and maintain healthy patterns of behaviour. To conform with principles of the Primary Curriculum we will endeavour to ensure that the pupils in our care are afforded every opportunity to develop a sense of personal responsibility for their own behaviour and actions. 

Relationship to Characteristic Spirit of the School

In SN Cnoc Na Manach, we are committed to the holistic development of all pupils . To aid them in achieving their true potential , we  provide an environment where children can develop a framework of values, attitudes and skills that will inform their actions and decisions both now and in the future.  

Aims

· To provide a safe and healthy environment.

· To increase knowledge about health issues.
· To promote the health and well-being of the child and provide a foundation for healthy living.

· To foster in the child a sense of care and respect for himself/herself and others.

· To enable the child to make informed decisions and choices about the social, personal and health dimensions of his life.

· To work in partnership with parents and children.
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Scope

This policy applies to teachers, students, parents and all users of the school building.  It applies to all school related activities.

Definition of a drug 

A drug can be defined as a chemical, which causes changes in the way the human body functions mentally, physically or emotionally.  For the purpose of this policy we are concerned with drugs which have the power to change a previous mood and the way a person thinks about things and drugs or which the taker may become physically or more often psychologically dependent. 

Education concerning substance use

Education  concerning substance use in our school will be provided within the broad context of  Social Personal Health Education (S.P.H.E.) through specific programmes from following resource materials.

· S.P.H.E. Primary School Curriculum and Teacher Guidelines

· Walk Tall Programme

· Drugs There are answers

· A Parents Guide to Drugs

· Look After Yourself

Linkage and Integration
It is accepted amongst educationalists that education about alcohol, tobacco and drugs is best carried out by teachers through the inclusion of S.P.H.E. in the curriculum.  There may also be integration with other curricular areas such as Social Environmental Science Education (S.E.S.E.) 

Community Links
This S.P.H.E. Programme would also draw on the expertise available from the community i.e. Parents, Gardaí, and Health Board.
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Procedures for dealing with tobacco, alcohol and drug-related incidents

Policy on Smoking

· The school is a no smoking area.

· Students are not permitted to smoke or possess cigarettes on the school premises.

· Staff may not smoke on the school premises. 
· Visitors will comply with the no smoking policy.

· Tobacco will not be permitted as a prize for school raffle

· Pupils found smoking on the school premises will be reported to the  Principal and parents will be informed.

Policy on Alcohol 

· The school is an alcohol free area.

· Pupils will not be allowed to bring alcohol into the school or to consume alcohol in school or during any school activities.

· If a teacher is of the opinion that a student is under the influence of alcohol, s/he will immediately inform the Principal and consult on what action should be taken.

· Where a student comes to school under the influence of alcohol, their parents will be called in to take them home.

· Students breaking these rules will be dealt with according to the school’s disciplinary procedure.

· If alcohol is required for an adult only school function, permission shall be sought from the B.O.M.

Policy on Drugs And Solvents
· Students are forbidden from being in possession of ,or using illicit drugs or solvents in the school premises.

· Illicit drugs found on school premises should be locked away and the Gardaí contacted to dispose of them. Teachers are advised not to transport illicit substances at any time.

· If a teacher is of the opinion that a student is under the influence of illicit drugs or solvents, s/he will immediately inform the Principal and consult on what action should be taken.

· Where the school suspects trafficking of illicit drugs, an investigation will be carried out. Parents of any student involved will be informed. The advice and assistance of the Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer will be sought.

· The school B.O.M. will expect parents to inform the Principal or teacher if they suspect their child of drug taking.

3

Policy on use of medicines

It is the policy of the Board of Management of this school that no teacher should be required to administer medicine or drugs to a pupil.  Any teacher who is willing to administer medicine would require written instructions from parents.  Only the daily required dosage should be brought to school.  No medicines may be taken on school property without informing class teacher.  Parents must understand that teachers are not specialised in this capacity and are only acting in loco-parentis.

Success Criteria

The following indicators will be used to gauge the effectiveness of the substance use policy.

· Staff feedback

· Parent/pupil feedback

Roles and Responsibility

This policy is to be co-ordinated by the Deputy Principal.

Once ratified, this policy will be communicated to parents.  On enrolment, parents and guardians of new pupils will be provided with a copy of the policy.

Policy was presented to board members by the principal and staff representative on Monday 4th October 2004.

Timeframe for Implementation

It was first implemented in full during the school year 2004/2005.

Timeframe for review

The last review was 4th October 2021
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Responsibility for Review

Co-ordinator
-
Deputy Principal

Ratification and Communication

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of SN Cnoc Na Manach at its meeting on 4th October, 2021.
Chairperson:   Canon George D. Murphy PP

Date: 04/10/21
Secretary/Principal: Con O’Callaghan


Date:  04/10/21
The school wishes to make clear that the primary role of substance misuse prevention rests with the parents.
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