S.N. CNOC NA MANACH

MINANE BRIDGE

CO. CORK

Tel: (021) 4887272
20/01/25
Dear Parent / Guardian,

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back after the Christmas break.
EARLY CLOSURE

In order to facilitate Staff Training, school will finish for all pupils at 12pm on Thursday 30th January.  School buses will operate accordingly.

SWIMMING - FOURTH TO SIXTH CLASSES
Pupils from Fourth to Sixth Classes commenced swimming classes on Friday, 10th January. We would like to take the opportunity to thank the Parents’ Association for subsidising this activity.
SCIATH NA SCOL SPORTS QUIZ

Well done to our school team who took part in the Sciath na Scol Sports Quiz last Wednesday evening in the Rochestown Park Hotel.  They performed brilliantly and were a credit to our school!  We would like to thank Ms. Curtin for co-ordinating and attending this event.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2025 

Catholic Schools Week 2025 will be celebrated from Sunday 19th – Saturday 25th January 2025.  The theme for this year is ‘Alive in Christ’. 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY – JUNIOR/SENIOR INFANTS

To celebrate Grandparents’ Day, Junior and Senior Infants are inviting their grandparents to visit their classroom on Friday 28th February from 12.30pm to 1.30pm.  Junior/Senior Infants will take home a note today with further details.

CONFIRMATION 5th/6th CLASSES

The Tracton Parish Confirmation Ceremony will be held on Thursday 13th March at 10.30am in St. Patrick’s Church, Nohoval.  As in previous years, Confirmation Gowns will be rented from Academy Crests Ltd.  A note is attached for relevant families outlining details regarding same.

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE
Should your child have a medical condition which requires the administration of medication during the course of the school day, please contact the school office and request a copy of the Administration of Medicine Policy.  Medication in this policy refers to medicines, tablets, adrenaline, inhalers and sprays by mouth or by injection.  The Board of Management requests parents to ensure that staff members are made aware in writing of any medical condition suffered by their child. This information should be provided at enrolment or at the development of any medical conditions at a later date.
FOOD ALLERGIES / SPECIFIC PUPIL REQUIREMENTS - BOM GUIDELINES

The Board of Management wishes to remind parents of the following guidelines regarding Food Allergies / Specific Pupil Requirements:

· Parents are requested to inform the Board, through the principal, of any allergies or any Specific Requirements of their child.  

· The Board will then inform all staff and parents of a food allergy within the school.

· Without identifying any individual pupils, the teachers will make their pupils aware of food allergies.
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Please note that there are pupils at Knocknamanagh NS who have SEVERE NUT ALLERGIES, in particular, PEANUTS, PISTACHIO NUTS, CASHEW NUTS & NUTS CONTAINED IN PESTO SAUCE.  We kindly request that pupils avoid nuts and peanut butter at school.
MONDAY MOVEMENT

This term, pupils will be participating in our weekly Monday Movement.  We would like to encourage regular physical exercise and activity for all students.  When possible, we hope that children will get an opportunity to get out into the fresh air and go for a walk with their classmates (weather permitting!)
GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION

Further to previous Home/School communication, we wish to draw the attention of parents/guardians to the following:-

· Good school attendance and punctuality benefits your child's progress and establishes good work patterns for later life. Traditionally, school attendance and punctuality are strong in Knocknamanagh N.S. and we hope to maintain this throughout the entire school year. Classes commence at 8.50am and all pupils should be present in school no later than this time.
· All Absences should be notified to the school by email or a phone call to the school office.
Please note that we are required to record all absences and their reasons.  If a child reaches 20 days absent, we are required to inform TUSLA, (National Child & Welfare Agency), who may contact the child’s parents.

· All appointments to speak to class teachers should be made through the school office  so that a mutually convenient time may be arranged.  Likewise, teachers wishing to speak to parents will organise meetings accordingly, as the need arises.  
· It is very important that children are in bed at an appropriate time in order to get a good night’s sleep, as tiredness affects concentration at school.

· We would like to remind all parents of the school’s Healthy Lunch Policy.  Please do not send any crisps, fizzy drinks, sweets or lollipops in your child’s lunch.  Friday is ‘treat day’ and children may bring one treat to school e.g. a small bar, bun, biscuit etc.

· Pupils may not have mobile phones at school.

· Please check regularly for head lice and advise class teacher if there is a case of it. In order to prevent the spread of head lice, long hair should be tied back.
We look forward to your continued support and co-operation during 2025 and would like to wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Yours faithfully,

_________________
Con O’Callaghan

School Principal

