Agreed report from Board of Management meeting 07/10/2025

Spanish; 5th & 6th class are enjoying Spanish provided by Kenneth Donohue

Aspire; Year two of our link with Scoil Eoin Baiste, Carrigart, this year includes all the pupils. The plan for the year is; each Wednesday, a class travels to Ray Community Centre, Rathmullan for a day of sport/games, mindfulness art and creative writing. This is facilitated by external artists, writers etc! We plan to have a celebration event in May/June!

Roots of Empathy; Last year Michelle Martin SNA trained as a roots of empathy facilitator and delivered the programme to First & Second classes. Very worthwhile project for the pupils in the are of empathy using a real baby (parent of school and sibling of one of the pupils). This year it is happening in 3rd & 4th using Mrs Friel’s baby Amy! Keeps Mrs Friel in touch with the pupils & school also while she is on leave!

Creative Clusters; Last year Finn Valley college asked if our school would be interested in a creative cluster with FVC as the lead school and also including 3 other national schools; Dooish NS, Ballybofey, St. Mary’s NS, Castlefin and St. Brigid’s, Convoy! The idea was to write songs, record them and produce a CD of the songs over two years! The Transition Year pupils from FVC would be involved with about 100 primary pupils! It begins on 10th November with all the schools meeting in FVC to write and compose a song and the music for a song! A song writer will work individually with each school between then & May, when there will be a live performance in FVC! Next year the songs will be recorded and there will be an official performance & launch in the Balor Theatre!

BLAST; an artist will work with 5th & 6th for 20 hours to create art. Initial idea is weaving but using the school fence or other as the background for the creation! This is planned for March April next year!

Religion; Rev Johnny Lowden is visiting the school fortnightly to deliver a junior & a senior RE talk/lesson. Pupils are also taking part in Stranorlar Carol Service on Thursday 18th December.
Claire Peters from CEF visits once a month to provide a junior & senior RE lesson/talk


Revised Curriculum; The final 5 specifications have been published for the new curriculum; 
· Wellbeing (PE & SPHE) increased time for PE (Final say will be with Patron)
· STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)
· Scocial & Environmental Education (History & Geography)
· Arts Education (Art, Drama & Music)
· Modern Foreign Languages

Student Council; newly elected, one member from each class. Halloween disco. Ideas from pupils about improving the school/making it fun!

Annual review of Child Protection (attached), Child Protection Report & revised procedures for Child Protection update
· Using the checklist, we completed a review of the Child Protection Statement & Risk Assessment, one additional risk identified was the after schools provided by R9 coaching. Brian had received a copy of his child protection policy and insurance. Send out child protection policy & ask for feedback
· The notification of this review was signed by Joy de Jong, chairperson for publication on the school website!
· Revised procedures; Brian Bovaird DLP and Mrs Macbeth DDLP attended new child protection training recently! Quite a few changes to adopt but we have until December 2026 to adopt them! We will ease ourselves into the new procedures throughout 2025 and 2026! A full day of training will be provided to the whole school staff in 2026 ahead of these new procedures! This is welcome that whole school staff will be trained!

Assessment policy for discussion & ratification
· A revised assessment policy was prepared by Yvonne Callaghan as Assistant Principal, ratified by staff on 23/09/2025. This policy was a follow up to the English curriculum inspection in November 2024 by the Inspectorate of the Department of Education. Policy agreed.

New school website; www.robertsonns.com, lots of things added recently!!

Anti-bullying report and revised Bí Cineálta policy
Signed off by Joy de Jong as chairperson
Stay Safe (Child abuse) training for Board members and parents; Brian explained the two options with the option of clustering with two other schools
It was agreed to ask two other schools to join our parent training and wait on Patron training!

Pupils on school grounds from 8:30am
Brian has emailed all parents, put it on Facebook and it is on the school website. May need to consider a permanent fence along front of the school! 
It is parental responsibility to ensure pupils are NOT on school grounds before  8:50am


Church car park (which school has use of!)
Issues with parking and car park @ 2:40pm! Buses causing jam up of traffic! Being brought to Vestry on Thursday evening to seek a resolution!

Hot school meals
New menu items, new nutritional info provided. Fresh Today provided apples for all pupils each day. Our contract concludes June 2026 so we will have to procure this for the next 3 years which we are told takes 8 hours to do online! We’ve had two inspections in relation to the hotmeals; one online and the other in person! Both returned 100% compliance!








