🎓 Parent Representatives on a School Board of Management
(Education System of the Republic of Ireland)

👨‍👩‍👧 Who Are Parent Representatives?
Parent representatives are parents of children currently enrolled in the school who are elected or nominated to sit on the Board of Management.
They play a vital role in ensuring that parents’ voices are heard in how the school is run.

🏫 What Is the Board of Management?
The Board of Management is the body responsible for the overall governance and direction of the school, operating under policies set by the Department of Education.

⭐ Core Role of Parent Representatives
🔹 Represent Parents’ Views
· Act as a link between parents and the board
· Bring forward general parental perspectives, not individual complaints
· Reflect the best interests of all students
🔹 Contribute to School Governance
· Participate fully in board discussions and decisions
· Help shape school policies, priorities, and planning
· Support the school’s ethos and characteristic spirit
🔹 Support Student Welfare
· Promote a safe, inclusive, and positive school environment
· Consider how decisions impact students’ learning and wellbeing

⚖️ What Parent Representatives Do NOT Do
❌ Act on behalf of individual parents
❌ Deal with day-to-day school management
❌ Interfere in professional teaching matters
❌ Breach confidentiality of board discussions


🤝 Key Responsibilities
· Attend board meetings regularly
· Prepare for meetings and read documentation
· Act honestly, responsibly, and in good faith
· Maintain strict confidentiality
· Work collaboratively with all board members

🧭 Why Parent Representatives Matter
✅ Strengthen partnership between parents and the school
✅ Bring real-life parent insight into decision-making
✅ Promote transparency, trust, and shared responsibility
✅ Help ensure policies are fair and student-focused

💬 In One Sentence
Parent representatives help ensure that school decisions are made with parents’ perspectives in mind—always in the best interests of students and the whole school community.


