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A message from Mrs Weir

The Christmas countdown has officially begun! Nativity rehearsals are well under way,
and it has been lovely hearing the children singing from the office each day. A big thank
you to Mrs Crawford, who has our Christmas tree up and looking fabulous. Carol Service
preparations are also in full swing, with choirs practising and readers rehearsing. The
whole school is buzzing with excitement.

| have really enjoyed being back in the classroom this month, listening to reading
groups. Over the coming months, | hope to spend time in even more classes and be part
of the wonderful learning happening across the school.

Looking ahead, our Forest School sessions will begin in January for P3 and P7. This is
something we know the children will love, and we plan to extend it to more year groups
as Mr Robinson and Mrs Noble complete their Forest School training.

Outdoors at break and lunch, pupils are loving the new games, kindly purchased through
our Eco Schools work and with the fantastic support of our PTA. The recent PTA “Break
the Rules” day brought plenty of laughter and light-hearted mischief; thank you to
everyone who joined in and supported the event.

Our P7 pupils have now completed their SEAG assessments and can look forward to an
exciting final year in primary school, with their residential, Young Enterprise, and many
more special experiences ahead. We are incredibly proud of the determination they
have shown over the past few months.

The whole school enjoyed a super assembly with Ben from the PSNI. He reminded us
about road safety and being visible on darker evenings. He also spoke about internet
safety and keeping ourselves safe online. Ben will be a familiar face in school throughout




the year, and P1 are already excited about getting into the police car during the summer
term!

We hope you enjoy the build-up to Christmas alongside us by joining our Eco Morning,
where you can visit Santa, as well as our Nativity performances and Carol Service. If you
are out and about, you might even catch our magnificent Senior Choir performing at
Tesco Castlebawn on Tuesday 16 December at 2pm and again at Ards Shopping Centre
on Thursday 18t December at 2pm.

Let’s get Christmas started!

Warm regards,

L. Wew

Open Morning / Open Night
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vited to attend our Open Night on
t December 2025 6.30-8pm.

Key Reminders

Saturday 29th November: P1 Open Morning 10am-11.30am (Pre-school children only)
Saturday 29th November: Come and visit Santa (Pre-booked event) 12.30-3pm
Monday 1st December: Open Night 6.30-8pm

Thursday 4th December: Carol Service 10.30am with P1 and P2 attending

Friday 5th December: Carol Service 10.30am (P1 and P2 stay in school)

Friday 5th December: School finishes at 12.10pm

Monday 8t - Friday 12th December: Charity Appeal ‘Mission Christmas’




Wednesday 10th December: P2 Nativity ‘Prickly Hay’ 9.30am

Thursday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day (School Christmas Dinner)
Friday 12th December: P1 Nativity ‘Shine Star Shine’ 9.30am

Tuesday 16th December: Senior singing at Tesco, Castlebawn, 2pm

Thursday 18t December: Senior choir will sing at Ards Shopping Centre 2pm
Friday 19th December: 12.10 Finish

Forward Planning

Monday 5t January: School Closed (School Development Day)
Tuesday 6t January: School Reopens

Wednesday 7t January: P1 Admissions Open

Wednesday 21st January: P1 Admission Closes

Saturday 24t January: SEAG results

Week Beginning 26t Jan: P7 Transfer Interviews (Days TBC)
Monday 2rd February - Thursday 5t February: Parent / Teacher Interviews School will
finish at 1.10pm for children

Friday 6th February: School will close at 12.10 for half term
Monday 9t - Friday 13t February: School Closed

Monday 16t February: School Reopens

School News & Highlights

We had a fun filled day on Monday 10th November when we wore our odd socks to
school as part of anti-bullying / friendship week. We had a lot of discussion throughout
that week about celebrating everyone being different and how important it is to speak
out, support others and show kindness every day.

At the beginning of the month our Senior Choir started the festive season early with a
beautiful performance at the opening of Habitat for Humanity Christmas store. Their
harmonious voices filled the venue with joy and warmth, setting the perfect tone for the
festivities ahead. This event was a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to share their
musical talents with the wider community. We are incredibly proud of the uplifting
atmosphere they created.

Earlier this month, our talented musicians who have been part of the iRock music
programme treated us to a sneak peek of what they had been up to. The hall was filled
with excitement as they showcased their musical abilities, performing together as a
band. A huge well done to all the children involved.

P3 enjoyed a walk around the town on Monday. They were looking at landmarks,
different styles of housing and learning more about the community.




e The PTA enjoyed a festive evening on Monday with their Wreath Making Master Class!
Check out their Facebook page for photographs of the evening: ‘Londonderry Primary

PTA’

Make sure you are signed up to Seesaw so you can access photographs and up to date
information relevant to your class.

Upcoming Events
Date

Saturday 29th Nov

Saturday 29th Nov

Monday 1st Dec
Thursday 4t Dec
Friday 5th Dec
Wednesday 10t Dec

Friday 12th Dec

Contacting the school

Event

Open Morning for new P1
children.

Come and see Santa! Proceeds
for Eco School.

Open Night.

Carol Service St Marks P1&2
Carol Service St. Marks

P2 Nativity ‘Prickly Hay’

P1 Nativity ‘Shine Star Shine’

Time

10am -11.30am

12.30 pm -3pm (Pre-Booking
Essential)

6.30pm - 8pm
10.30am
10.30am
9.30am

9.30am

If you need to contact the school, please follow our communication pathway.

Start with your child’s Class Teacher, then the Key Stage Leader followed by the Vice

Principal, and finally the Principal if required. This helps us support you and your child as

quickly and effectively as possible.

Key Stage Leaders:




P1& P2: Mrs Hutton (Foundation Stage)
P3&P4: Mr Adams (KS1)

P5,P6 & P7: Mrs Lowry / Mr Robinson (KS2)

Wellbeing & Safeguarding Tip

Trusted Adults. Remind your child that if they ever feel worried, upset or unsafe, they can
always talk to a trusted adult at home or in school.

% Contact Us
Phone: 02891 814325
Email: info@lderryps.newtownards.ni.sch.uk

Website: www.lderryps.co.uk
Office Hours: 8:40am - 4:00pm

School Facebook Accounts

Londonderry Primary School: Shares photographs and reminders about events
happening in school and the local area.

Londonderry Primary PTA: Post details and photographs of their events.

Londonderry PS - School Meals: Post their menu and any planned events from the
kitchen.

Dragon’s Den:
Mobile 1: 07395 702083
Mobile 2: 07543 453794

The telephone numbers for Dragon’s Den are only to be used if you are running late
or your child is not attending holiday scheme on a day you have booked for. The
school office is to be contacted for any other queries or bookings.
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